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coming back into the WWE fold last year, one of the fringe benefits presented to the 
Federation's all-time greatest champion was inclusion in the WWE Hall of Fame. 

Like most people in the business, Bruno has a great deal of respect for J.R., but | wonder 
if he could contain himself when the words came out of Ross’ mouth. | could just hear Bruno 
say something to the effect of: “You mean, Jim, that | can actually be honored alongside a 
disgraced baseball player and Vince McMahon's limo driver?” 

In fairness to Ross, enshrinement in the Hall of Fame wasn't going to sway the bitter for- 
mer champion anyway, but it doesn’t exactly help when a good portion of the current in- 
ductees are so undeserving of the honor. 

Credibility to a man who spent his whole life being portrayed as wrestling’s answer to 
Willie Mays is vitally important to Bruno Sammartino. In baseball terms, the WWE Hall of 
Fame has far too many players who hit 300 homers and batted .280 for their careers. Some, 
like Baron Mikel Scicluna and Johnny Rodz, wouldn't even be close to those stats. 

The problem with the Hall of Fame is even the Federation doesn’t know if it wants to take 
it seriously or not. It tries to convince people that this is an earnest effort to honor wrestling’s 
past (I pity the fool who had to write the bios on WWE's Web site) and then pulls off a cheap 
publicity stunt like inducting Pete Rose. How honored could Superstar Billy Graham really 
have felt last year at the HOF ceremony sitting on the same dais as a man who earned his 
wrestling fame playing catcher to Rikishi’s stinkface? 

| know it is not feasible to un-induct people who are already in the Hall, but if WWE wants 
its Hall of Fame to have any credibility, it's time to blow it up and start from scratch. 

Here’s my rundown on what | think should be done with its current members: 

Keepers: Hulk Hogan, Roddy Piper, Andre the Giant, Arnold Skoaland, Ernie Ladd, Bobo 
Brazil, Buddy Rogers, Capt. Lou Albano, Chief Jay Strongbow, Freddie Blassie, Gorilla Mon- 
soon, Jesse Ventura, Bobby Heenan, Antonino Rocca, Pedro Morales, Superstar Graham, 
Fabulous Moolah, The Grand Wizard, Killer Kowalski, Pat Patterson, Vince McMahon Sr. 

On The Bubble: Don Muraco, Greg Valentine, Ivan Putski, Jimmy Snuka, Nikolai Volkoff. 

Remove: John Studd, Harley Race (an all-time great who made his fame in the NWA), 
James Dudley, Johnny and Jimmy Valiant, Johnny Rodz, Junkyard Dog, Pete Rose, Sgt. 
Slaughter, Tito Santana, Iron Sheik, George Steele, Bob Orton Jr., Paul Orndorff, Jimmy Hart. 

Must Be Added (even against their will): Bruno Sammartino, Bret Hart, Randy 
Savage, Johnny Valentine, Bob Backlund, Victor Rivera, Prof. Toru Tanaka & Mr. Fuji, 
The British Bulldogs. 

| don’t mean to be wishy-washy with the “bubble” category, but | will acknowledge that even 
legitimate halls of fame can have varying degrees of standards for induction. The Baseball Hall 
of Fame’s standards are very rigid, while the International Boxing Hall of Fame seems to induct 
just about anyone who has ever worn an “alphabet” belt. Even out of the realm of sport, the 
Rock ’n’ Roll Hall of Fame recently inducted The Pretenders. | don’t agree with that selection, 
but it is not a credibility-killer. No more so than the inclusion of lvan Putski is. 

Regular readers of PW/ know that we endorse the Wrestling Observer Hall of Fame. The 
selections are made by a cross-section of wrestlers, promoters, historians, and journalists— 
and they are non-political. We'll cover the WWE Hall of Fame inductions as an event, but 
until WWE demonstrates that it takes its HOF seriously, neither will we. 
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PRESS CONFERENCE: CHRIS BENOIT 
A year has passed since his dream to land atop the wrestling 
world became reality. He discusses the ups and downs of the 
past 365 days and what he thinks the future holds for him 


THE STATE OF THE GAME 


It’s time for the annual checkup for the industry that we all love 


THE STATE OF RAW 
For the most part, the news is quite good on this front, 
and it might be about to get better 


THE STATE OF SMACKDOWN 


The state of this brand is not nearly as bad as some want to 
think, although it is different 


THE STATE OF TNA 
For every morsel of good news, we detect a morsel of bad news 
to go along with it 


THE STATE OF INDEPENDENT WRESTLING 
Tournaments and nostalgia are drawing well, and if you can’t be 
there live, there are always DVDs to be had 


THE STATE OF INTERNATIONAL WRESTLING 
Promotions are struggling in Japan and Europe, while old and 
new rivalries keep things interesting in Mexico and Puerto Rico 


THE STATE OF THE STARS 
How are the top superstars doing in 2005? Some are excelling, 
but some aren't 


THE STATE OF THE ART 
The art of wrestling isn’t at its zenith, but is “art” what sells to 
the masses? 


THE STATE OF THE BUSINESS 
WWE, TNA, ROH... there’s good and bad news for everyone! 


THE STATE OF THE FUTURE 


For the first time in quite some time, it’s looking pretty bright 


CHANGES AT THE TOP! 

NEW CHAMPS CROWNED, NEW ERA BEGINS 

FOR WWE AT WRESTLEMANIA 21 
John Cena and Batista ended up with the big belts, but all eight 
matches at ‘Mania were significant in their own right 


THE ALL-TIME WRESTLEMANIA ROSTER: 

261 COMPETITORS AND THEIR ONE MOMENT OF MAGIC 
We took every person who wrestled in at least one 
WrestleMania match through last year (save for NFL stars that 
participated in a battle royal) and identified the most magical 
"Mania moment for each 


KEWIN NASH: IS IT TOO LATE TO REPAIR HIS LEGACY? 
Some of his words and actions in TNA suggest he wants to 
change the way people remember his career 


MEET THE HEARTBREAKERS: 

AN “80s TAG TEAM” MAKES IT BIG IN 2005 
OVW’s Romeo Roselli and Antonio Thomas have a little bit of 
every outlandish 80s team in them ... plus some Billy and Chuck 
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A man with a plan to revamp the WWE Hall of Fame 
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RVD on DVD, “Talkin’ Trash,” “Internet Insider,” more 


12 RINGSIDE with Will Welsh 
The latest news from WWE and TNA is found here 


16 !N FOCUS by Dave Lenker 


More or less what one editor would like to see in wrestling 


18 OFF THE TOP ROPE with Brandi Mankiewicz 


What will our “Queen” discover inside her mailbox? 


112 THE BUSINESS PAGE by Harry Burkett 
Stuff on Christy, the Hogans, and Fairplay, 
plus a full ratings rundown 


11G THE STEEL CAGE by Jason Langin 
How the WrestleMania 21 hype compared to 
that of ‘Manias past 


118 WIN, LOSE, OR DRAW by Harry Burkett 


Wrestlers-turned-actors: a top 10 list 


120 THE STRAIGHT SHOOTER by Dan Murphy 
The story of two women hoping to make it to WWE 


122 12 QUESTIONS WITH... SAMOA JOE 


Care to know the strangest pizza topping he’s ever enjoyed? 


124 WRESTLING OBSERVER HALL OF FAME 
We pay tribute to Dynamite Kid 


126 !NDEPENDENT ROUNDUP by Liz Hunter 


What's been going on at the smaller shows of late 


128 THE INTERNATIONAL REPORT hy Mike Spillane 
Satoshi Kojima makes history, plus Psicosis, 
a brotherly reunion, more 


130 ARENA REPORTS 


Key results from the world over, plus our “Spotlight” card 


136 Pwiciassic 
Remembering when The Midnight Rockers rocked all night 


142 BETWEEN FALLS 
Two More For Hogan?; The Hall Calls; 
On Gimmicks And Nonsense 

144 OFFICIAL WRESTLING RATINGS 
Rankings for Raw, Smackdown, teams, 
TNA, OVW, ROH, more! 
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The wonderfully strange artwork of Jason “Mr. J” Conlan 
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Mick Foley: Greatest Hits & Misses. 
Blood Bath: Steel Cage Matches. 


Eugene RAIL Batista RAIL Rey Mysterio RAI2_—_‘Tripl Spike Du r F Paul Heyman™ 
(WWEJOOL40) (WWEJO0138) —_(WWEJO0148) (WES “JED 005) (WWEJEXO10))} before They Were Superstars: Vol 
Raw 10th Anniversary. 
Divas: Desert Heat. 
No Way Out 2003 
Unforgiven 2003. 

> , apes / . No Mercy 2003 
IR) h f — Rey Mysterio... 


Far East Box Set Leen ys. Legend WrestleMania XI. 


Victoria™ 
(WWEJEX014) 5. (WWEJ00088) $20.00 each WrestleMania XX 


Takis Rings — PPG ss Divas : South of the Borde: 


Hall of Fame 2004, 
i Judgment Day 2004. 
Stunt Action Ring ing of P Elimination Chamber le Ring. Bad Blood 2004... 


(WWEJS100) $20.00 each (WWEJS103) $30.00 each (WWEJ5102) $50.00 each (WWEJEX5200) $65.00 each 


% Indisputed Championship Belt (WWEBELT01) W, dakks Toy Belts 


Cruiserweight Championship Belt (WWEBELT02) 

The Rock’s Brahma Bull Belt (WWEBELT07) d z 
‘European Championship Belt (WWEBELTI1) —_ S18. Ot 
{Ahterontneta Championship Belt (WWEBELT09) = lh 
% ‘ag Team Championship Belt (WWEBELT10) Pr ,_ Ca BR | | = 
Sh Light-Heavyweight Championship Belt (WWEBELT12) 

‘aw Heavyweight Championship Belt (WWEBELT20) 
Sef Stone Cold Smokin’ Skull Belt (WWEBELTOS ) 
WUnited States Championship Belt (WWEBELT21) 
ymackDown!™ Tag Team Championship Belt (WWEBELT22) 
WW Classic Winged Eagle Championship Belt (WWEJAKKSBELT23) ‘ ; (WWEDVD74) 
Classic Intercontinental Championship Belt (WWEJAKKSBELT24) ; (WWEDVD75) 


The Great American Bash 2004. 
Vengeance 2004... 

Chris Benoit: Hard Knoc 
Shawn Michaels: Boyhood Dream. 
History of WrestleMania...» 
Eddie Guerrero: Cheating Death, Stealing Life 
Unforgiven 2004.. 


(WWEVIDEO62) $15.00 
(WWEVIDE063) $20.00 
(WWEVIDEO64) $15.00 
(WWEVIDE065) $20.00 
(WWEVIDEO66) $20.00 


Survivor Series 2004. 
Armageddon 2005... 
Andre the Giant... 
Best of Intercontinental Matches... 
Rob Van Dam: One of a Kind. 
New Years Revolution 2005. 


os The names of all WWE programming, talent, Images, likenesses and 0 me are the exclusive property of WWE. 
All other trademarks, product names, company names and logos cited herein are the propenty ent 2068 owners. © 2004 World Wrestling Entertainment, Inc. 
CHECKS, MONEY ORDERS," a3 “ONDE SHIPPED SAME DAN RECEIVED ce ~ United States Ship ping: 64 PAGE FULL-COLOR 
PAYMENT TERMS; ~ SF ; 
ALL. ee CREDIT CARDS, CASH. MAKE, CHECKS RE y 
TO: W . NO ORDER FORM NEED. INTERNATIONAL ORDERS WELCOMED (gj 90 tg $4999 ald $40) ST ehaan WRESTLING CATALOG: 


WRITE DOWN ORDER ON A PIECE OF PAPER AND. 


WITH PAYMENT. 30 DAY RETURN MONEY BACK GU, NO (ADD S2500S/HPERTOTALORDER) (61939910 $1099 ad $120) (620 & over ada $1800) SEND $2.00 FOR A COPY 


It is generally acknowledged that WWE has mis- 
used at least a few wrestlers who joined the company 
after first establishing themselves in WCW or ECW. 
Rob Van Dam is a primary example. For years one of 
the sport’s most electrifying competitors, RVD has 
never been allowed the reach his potential since he 
joined the promotion as part of the WCW-ECW 
Invasion storyline in July 2001. Despite his unconven- 
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tional in-ring style and the fact that he brings with him 
a pretty rabid fan base, WWE hasn’t ever gotten 
behind RVD like it could and should have—and it’s 
resulted in a disappointing mid-card run. 

We had renewed hope for RVD, though, when we 
learned that WWE was releasing a two-disc DVD set on 
him entitled Rob Van Dam: One Of A Kind. \n previous 
years, with wrestlers such as Chris Benoit and Eddie 
Guerrero, WWE has produced such remarkably well- 
done DVDs that we didn’t think it was even capable of 
churning out a mediocre release. We figured that even 
though RVD might never get his due in the ring, those 
behind-the-scenes gurus at WWE would give us an RVD 
DVD so compelling that it would make up for his disap- 
pointing run over the past four years. 

We thought wrong. Sure, One Of A Kind is filled 
with all-time classic RVD matchups against oppo- 
nents such as Sabu, Jerry Lynn, and Jeff Hardy and, 
sure, it covers his career rather thoroughly, even fea- 
turing his first match with WCW way back in 1993 
(when he was wrestling as Robbie V), but what the 
DVD offers in terms of matches, it lacks in the way of 
in-depth storytelling. 

In the Guerrero and Benoit DVDs, we found out more 
than we ever could have expected about what drives 
them to perform the way they do. Their interview seg- 
ments, more than even the matches on the discs them- 
selves, are what make those DVDs worth buying. Rob 
Van Dam: One Of A Kind touches upon his motivations, 
and he takes time to explain what was going on in his 
head during some of the most stressful times of his 
career, but it doesn’t really penetrate the man beneath 
the wrestling gear. 

Hardcore RVD fans should definitely pick up this 
DVD—as should anyone who simply enjoys the art of 
wrestling that we discuss in depth on page 62. The 16 
matches on the DVD cover the gamut of Van Dam’s 
career, and you can watch him mature in the ring as the 
DVD progresses. However, if you’re looking for contro- 
versial comments or a DVD that's similar to those featur- 
ing Benoit and Guerrero, you'll be disappointed. 

We give it 3% suplexes out of five. 


10. Christy Hemme appears in Playboy. 


9. WWE announces that “Rowdy” Boddy 
Piper will be inducted into its Hall —— 
of Fame. 


8. Monty Brown turns heel at 
Destination X. 


7. Randy Orton challenges The 
Undertaker. 


6. Shane Douglas organizes his own ECW 
reunion show for the weekend of WWE’s 
planned ECW reunion pay-per-view. 


_Tieineretnsder 


The following wrestling-related items were culled from 
various wrestling-related Web sites—or were they? See 
if you can pick out the items that were actually reported 
on the Internet (which doesn’t necessarily mean that 
they’re true) and the ones we blatantly made up. The 
answers appear at the end of this column on page 11. 

1. Batista, who just appeared on the cover of Muscle 
Magazine, was also up for the cover of International 
Tattooing because the editors wanted to highlight the 
dragon tattoo that covers nearly his entire back. Vince 
McMahon, however, refused to let Batista pose for the 
magazine after reviewing a couple of issues in his 
office. Though McMahon never officially said why he 
nixed the cover shoot, one insider said that McMahon 
felt the magazine was too low-brow. 

2. Palestinian-American rapper Iron Sheik per- 
formed songs from his new album, Yet We Remain, 
at the Palestine Center in Washington, D.C. Looking 
relaxed in jeans and a button-down shirt, the 26- 
year-old rapper, whose real name is Will Youmans, 
asked audience members if they were familiar with 
the origins of his moniker. “| wanted to make him 
into the good guy,” he explained. Iron Sheik rapped 
about activists, writers, and publications that have 


5. John Bradshaw Layfield and his Cabinet 
destroy John Cena’s custom-made U.S. title 
belt. 


4. Former WWE wresiler Billy Gunn debuts 
in TNA as The Outlaw. 


3. WWE announces that Hulk Hogan will be 
inducted into its Hall of Fame. 


; 2. Batista breaks from Evolution to 
| challenge Triple-H at WrestleMania. 


1. Spike TV ceases negotiations 
with WWE on a new deal. 


inspired him, including the Washington Report. 

3. A WWE show in Dublin, Ireland, sold out in four 
minutes and left a lot of people very unhappy. Dozens 
of fans waited in line overnight at the box office for a 
chance to get their hands on tickets, but only the first 
two people in line when the box office opened at 2 
p.m. got tickets. Another 100 or so were turned away. 
The promoters apologized to everyone turned away, 
saying that 85,000 online ticket orders came in for a 
show at a 6,500-seat arena. 

4. Activists in New Orleans 
put together a mini-rally at 
Louis Armstrong Park against 
future WWE events in the city. [i 
The event, organized by New /imm 
Orleans resident Anne Rice, } 
author of The Vampire Chron- 
icles and all-around goth 
queen, was staged because 
concerned citizens thought that 
WWE’s depiction of The Un- 
dertaker was a slight to the 
goth way of life. Said Rice: 
“The Undertaker may be one of 
WWE?’s most popular wrestlers, 
but he’s insulting to us. We 
don’t want to see him or WWE 
come to the city anymore.” 
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This Month in Wrestling History 
July 


July 15, 1967: 


July 8, 1979: 


July 15, 1983: 


“We're Hollywood stunt men that put together 
wrestling matches that people can watch and be 
inspired (by).” 

—Kurt Angle, in an interview with the Chicago 
Daily Herald 


“I’m not necessarily a ‘boots and tights’ type of 
guy. | am like the anti-professional, | wrestle in 
sneakers and jeans, but that’s who | am and what | 
believe in.” 

—John Cena, in an interview with Slam Sports 


“| know what was important to me—choosing good 
material, studying, making sure everybody knew | wasn't 
in it for the paycheck. I’m not too sure if Hogan and 
those others wrestlers did that.” 

—tThe Rock, discussing his success in movies com- 
pared to other wrestlers, in an interview with Playboy 


“It's a great responsibility being champion, as you’re 
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July 14: 1984: 


July 7, 1996: 


the one carrying the ball, and | found it very difficult. It 
was the first time I'd held the title, and | don’t think | was 
ready. | was ready to win the belt, but not for what lay 
ahead of me. | wasn’t prepared mentally for what hap- 
pens outside the ring—because | think that’s where the 
real challenges lie.” 

—Eddie Guerrero, discussing the stresses he felt dur- 
ing his time as Smackdown champion, in an interview 
with the UK Sun 


“| think WWE doesn’t see me as a cruiserweight. 
That makes me feel good. That makes me work 
harder to try to accomplish being WWE heavyweight 
champion, something that’s never been seen at my 
height and my weight.” 

—Rey Misterio Jr., in an interview with the 
Pittsburgh Daily News 


“Working for Jeff Jarrett isn’t my idea of the pin- 
nacle of the wrestling business. Working for Vince 
McMahon, we have our differences, no question. It 
doesn’t mean I’m right or he’s right. It means we 
have a difference of opinion. | don’t see eye-to-eye 
with what he does and there’s no question | don’t 


whi 
rs 


see eye-to-eye with any of his moronic writers. They 
tried to screw my character up. They didn’t give it 
the attention it needed. They tried to change it. I’ll 
go on record and say anybody who thinks they 
needed to change my character was a flipping 
moron.” 

—Bill Goldberg, in an interview on wrestlingob 
server.com 


The Smackdown champion looks baffled in a 

moment of clarity when he realizes that the initials 

“JBL” are more suited to “Just Booty Licious.” 
—Paul M. Chisholm, Westland, Ml 


“Orlando, what are you doing in that tinfoil outfit?” 
—curls2u@adelphia.net 


Think you’re a better writer than the editors 
at PWI? Here’s your chance to prove it, punk! 
This photo of five of the most underappreciat- 
ed stars in ECW history—The Musketeer, 
Simon Diamond, Mitch, Prodigette, and 
Prodigy—demands a short, concise, and down- 
right uproarious caption. If you think you’re up 
to the task, e-mail your zany quips to 
prowrestlingillustrated@yahoo.com, or slap a 
stamp on an envelope and snail-mail it to 
“Caption Me!” Box 1148, Fort Washington, PA 
19034. Three issues from now, we’ll share 
with you the best of the bunch—and the fun- 
nier the better. 


“Wow, Book, this new look suits you!” 
—Denise Carter, Stony Plain, Alberta 


“| wonder if that top is available in my size ...” 
—Frank G. Lloyd Jr., Richwood, WV 


“Hey, JBL, why do | get a pink slip and you get to 


stay? You’re just as crappy as | am!” 
—Marc Ethier, funnymanme@personalinternet.com 


Answers to Internet insider: 


Item 1 and 4 are totally made up. 
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OR THE SECOND time in five 

years, it appears that WWE's 

Raw is going to be switching net- 
works. On March 10, after months of 
negotiations between WWE and 
Spike TV to work out a deal to keep 
Raw on the network, Spike TV re- 
leased a very simple statement that 
officially ended the talks: 

“After several months of negotia- 
tions, we have decided to end our 
discussions about extending our rela- 
tionship with the WWE beyond Sep- 
tember 2005. Moving forward, Spike 
TV will expand its investments in 
original programming and new acqui- 


Steve Austin returning to WWE TV and stunning Kurt Angle was the highlight of WWE’s first 
night of Raw on Spike TV (then TNN) in 2000. Now it looks as if the company’s flagship show 
could be returning to the USA Network. 
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sitions for its core audience.” 

WWE executives, while remain- 
ing quiet publicly, were said to 
have been shocked by the state- 
ment, especially considering that at 
the time the statement was made, 
their deal with Spike TV still had 
six months left, and Raw was still 
the network’s most high-profile pro- 
gram—and its highest rated. 

Spike TV, however, was definitely 
bargaining from a position of 
strength. It had already stated that it 
was moving away from its “First 
Network For Men” motto in order to 
become a network that would appeal 


to a broader audience—and in order 
to do so, it had announced that it 
was adding the expensive-to-acquire 
CSI: NY to its lineup in September 
(suspiciously around the time that its 
contract for Rawis set to end). Spike 
TV executives were also reportedly 
reacting to a WWE proposal seeking 
a $12-million increase in annual 
rights fees, up from $28-million to a 
whopping $40-million, despite Raw’s 
ratings having declined since it 
debuted on the network in 2000. 

Where Spike TV’s sudden with- 
drawal from negotiations might really 
hurt WWE, however, is in its ongoing 
negotiations with other networks, in- 
cluding Raw’s old home, USA Net- 
work. As of press time, USA was 
said to be in the lead to acquire Raw, 
with there being no reported interest 
from networks such as TNT, TBS, or 
FX. Of course, with Spike TV pulling 
out of negotiations, and without inter- 
est from anyone else, WWE will be 
hard-pressed to negotiate anything. If 
USA offers WWE a deal, WWE is 
now in such a position that it'd be al- 
most forced to take it, no matter how 
much money is (or isn’t) 
attached to it. 

Another area of con- 
cern is the future of 
Smackdown, which airs 
on UPN—a network, like 
Spike TV, that’s owned by 
Viacom. Though Raw’s 
status with Spike TV and 
Smackdown’s status with 
UPN don’t necessarily 
have anything to do with 
each other, one of the rea- 
sons WWE originally left 
USA for Spike TV was for 
the brand synergy that 
having both of its brands 
contracted to Viacom- 
owned networks could 
provide. USA is owned by 
NBC, so there is the pos- 
sibility that if UPN doesn’t 
renew its contract, USA or 
another NBC-owned net- 
work could pick it up, but 
that’s far from guaranteed. 

Of course, the bottom 
line is that Raw, even with 


If you want to catch a taping of TNA’s Impact at Universal 
Studios, you can now see three hours of TV instead of two in 
one night. The cost-cutting measure means you get roughly 
50 percent more of James Storm and friends. 


its rating decline over the past five 
years, is still destination program- 
ming. WWE fans are loyal, and they'll 
follow Raw to USA or any other net- 
work it ends up on. 
need not fear losing Raw’s audience. 
Total Nonstop Action executives, 
who seem to be ever conscious of 
the size of the company’s coffers, 
have decided to pinch pennies ever 
further. This spring, the promotion 
abandoned its biweekly taping for- 
mat—in which it taped two episodes 
of /mpact per appearance at its Uni- 
versal Studios Florida venue—in fa- 


vor of taping three 
episodes of the 
show in one night. 
The new format 
will help TNA cut 
down on produc- 
tion costs, as well 
as any other ancil- 
lary costs that come 
with taping its Fox 
Sports Net show. 

Surely, there will 
be some readers 
who will be critical 
of this latest ma- 
neuver by TNA, 
complaining about 
how some of the 
shows _ they're 
watching are three 
weeks old by the 
time they hit the air 
and that the product 
doesn't look “fresh” 
enough for them. 

It's a weak com- 
plaint. 

TNA is not yet a 
runaway train that 
can abandon fiscal 
responsibility. 
(WCW was a run- 
away train that did 
abandon fiscal re- 
sponsibility, and 
look what hap- 
pened there.) TNA 
is still working to 
build up a bigger 
pay-per-view audi- 
ence, and it has yet 
to develop a pres- 
ence that would allow it to become a 
profitable touring company. The pro- 
motion’s revenue streams are exactly 
that, streams; TNA doesn’t have 
WWE-sized rivers of money pooling 
at its doorstep. Because of this, TNA 
executives should be doing every- 
thing within their power to save on 
costs, and if they deem triple tapings 
necessary, they more than likely are 
necessary. As for the staleness of the 
show, it’s nearly impossible for the 
casual viewer to tell when a show 
was taped or if it was even taped at 
all. Even if the arena crowd burns out 


and loses its enthusiasm by the time 
the third episode starts taping, TNA 
can find ways to keep the show feel- 
ing lively. 

In other words, the third episode 
of the taping will look exactly like 
the first and the second week epi- 
sodes, and only those fans who hop 
on the Internet and read spoilers 
three weeks ahead of time will feel 
as if the show is old. 

The WWE-backed ECW One 
Night Stand pay-per-view, scheduled 
for June 12, continues to build steam. 
It appears that former ECW head 
honcho , who was 
ousted from WWE’s creative team in 
2004, is at least consulting on the 
pay-per-view, with former ECW 
champion doing 
most of the legwork on booking tal- 
ent. Talent likely to appear on the 
show include WWE-contracted wres- 
tlers who previously worked for ECW 
such as : 

‘ (the last ECW World 
champion), , 5 
and , who wrestled in ECW 
as . Dreamer and 

, both of whom had retired 
from the ring, recently worked off 


Look for a partial reunion of The Full- 
Blooded Italians at WWE’s ECW PPV this 
June. Nunzio (a.k.a. Little Guido) will be 
there. So will Tracey Smothers. We’re not 
sure about the two men kneeling, Tommy 
Rich and Jeff Jones. 
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happy 
birthday 


Join the party as 
celebrates a milestone with a 
commemorating 


Get All This And More ... 
[ The 100 

in WWE History ] 
[ Pictorials Of All j 
[ The ] 
[ The ] 


O Please rush me my 180-page 
PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED WWE 
40h birthday special. 


am enclosing $9.95 per copy (plus $2 postage and 
handling) as payment in full for each issue. 


Please send to: 


Please indicate method of payment: 


OCheck or money order 
(enclosed and payable to London Publishing Co.) 


Ovisa © MasterCard 
Card Number. 


Expiration date: / 
MO/YR 
Signature: 


NAME 
ADDRESS 


CITY STATE ZIP. 


For all orders outside the U.S., please add postage as follows: 
Canada—Surface mail: $3.00 for single issue ($3.50 air- 
mail.) Foreign—Surface mail: $4.00 for single issue ($8.00 
airmail). Intemational money orders in U.S. funds only. Please 
allow 6-8 weeks for delivery. 6393/08-03 


Print your name and address clearly 
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some ring rust during a match in 
OVW and should be ready to go as 
well. , perhaps the 
most high-profile former ECW wres- 
tler on WWE's roster, is planning on 
making an appearance at the pay- 
per-view (the whole concept was his 
idea), but more than likely won't be 
able to wrestle on the card due to his 
recent knee surgery. 

WWE is also bringing in non- 
WWE-contracted wrestlers currently 
working on the independent scene 
such as ; 

, , and 
. WWE even reportedly con- 
tacted TNA about possibly using 
such TNA-contracted wrestlers as 
; , and 
for the pay-per-view, but, not 
surprisingly, TNA wouldn't allow it. 
More good news on this front is that 
WWE recently took long looks at two 
other former ECW stars, 
( ) and , and ac- 
cording to some reports, it has al- 
ready signed Psi- 
cosis. Both men 
could be at the PPV 
and in WWE be- 
yond that date. 

As of press time, 
there’s no indication 
as to who is going 
to call the pay-per- 
view, but good 
money says that it 
won't be the former 
voice of ECW, 

. Styles 
remains outspoken 
against WWE, and 
he’s already plan- 
ning on calling the { 
matches for the 
DVD of Shane 
Douglas’ “Hardcore 
Homecoming” 
that’s set to take | 
place at the old 
ECW Arena two 
nights before the 
WWE-sponsored 
pay-per-view. For- 
mer ECW champi- 
on 


m Retirement? What retirement? All that talk by Booker T the 
SeeMS @ ast few years was premature after all. He has signed a two- 


provide color commentary, but it’s 
also easy to imagine that he'd rather 
be inside the ring that particular 
evening than on the outside of it. 
(What’s an ECW pay-per-view with- 
out Tazz applying the katihajime?) 

, who made his re- 
turn to WWE rings in the pre-Wres- 
tleMania buildup, has signed a con- 
tract with WWE. WWE executives 
are remaining mum on whether or 
not they plan on bringing back any 
other fortysomething mostly retired 
wrestlers ... , who had 
been talking about retirement for the 
past few years, recently signed a two- 
year extension with WWE (hey, at 
least he hadn't yet lost his retirement 
match) ... Vince McMahon is back up 
and walking around a little after un- 
dergoing surgery to repair torn quad- 
riceps muscles in both legs in Janu- 
ary. The man is simply too proud to 
stay down for long. 

That does it for me this month, 
fans. Enjoy your wanderings. O 


likely candidate to year contract extension with WWE. 


1, Airplane spin 
2. Arm drag 
3. Arm lock 
4. Asian spike 
5. Atomic drop 
6. Bear hug 
7. Bite 
8. Body slam 
9. Body tackle 
10. Bulldog 
11. Chicken wing 
12. Choke slam 
13. Claw 
14. Clothesline 
15. Cross body block 
16. Double axehandle 
17. Drop kick 
18. Eagle split 
19. Elbow smash 
20, Eye gouge 


61. Abdominal stretch 
62, Avalanche 

63. Backbreaker 

64. Backroll press 
65, Belly to belly 

66. Big splash 

67. Boston crab 

68. Brain buster 

69. Camel clutch 

70. Cobra clutch 


21. Face rake 

22. Fireman's carry ram 
23. Flying body press 
24. Flying clothesline 
25. Flying drop kick 
26. Flying elbow drop 
27. Flying head butt 
28. Flying mare 

29. Forearm smash 
30. Foreign object 
31. Full nelson 

32. Giant swing 

33. Grapevine 

34. Hair pull 

35. Hammer lock 

36. Head lock 

37. Head stomp 

38. Hip roll 

39. Irish whip 

40. Knee drop 


71, Cradle 

72. Crucifix 

73, DDT 

74. Figure four 
75. Flying leg drop 
76. Gourd buster 
77. Hurricanrana 
78. Moonsault 

79. Neckbreaker 
80. Piledriver 


manage his career. Compete for the World Title every 
three weeks and win a championship belt, engraved 
plaque, or other prizes! 


Don’t get scammed by imitators that will take you 
money and run — the IWA created play-by-mail 


41. Leg lock 

42. Leg sweep 

43. Manager interference 
44. Monkey flip 

45. Overhead toss 
46. Pole ram 

47. Reverse chin lock 
48, Rolling scissors 
49. Rope bum 

50. Russian sickle 

51. Savate kick 

52. Scissors grip 

53. Shoulder breaker 
54. Slingshot 

55. Snap mare 

56. Step-over toe hold 
57. Suplex 

58. Surfboard 

59. Tumbuckle smash 
60. Wrist lock 


81. Power bomb 

82. Power slam 

83. Scorpion deathiock 
. Slingshot suplex 

86. Spine buster 


90. Texas cloverleaf ‘ 


wrestling in 1985 and has been going strong 


ever since. Our prizes are better, our service is 
better, and our prices are even lower than 
when we started! 


No one has the competition we do. 
Choose from over 8,000 oppo 
nents in more than 60 leagues, 


managed by people from all over 


the world. Those managers 
have included movie stars and 
professional wrestlers, like 
everyone’s favorite superhero, 
Shane “Hurricane” Helms! 
Use this coupon to create 
your imaginary wrestler. 
Send it with $3 for your first 
ten matches to: 
IWA CHALLENGE 
BOX 5275 
WILLOWICK, OH 44095 


ee ee 


YOUR NAME (PRINT NEATLY) 
STREET ADDRESS 
CITY, STATE, ZIP CODE 


WRESTLER'S NAME (DO NOT USE ANY REAL PRO WRESTLER NAMES) 

WEAR-DOWN HOLDS: Choose 10 of the holds at the left numbered 1-60. Only use a hold once. 
2 3 4 5 
7 8 9 10 


SET-UP HOLDS: Choose 5 of the holds at the left numbered 61-90. Only use a hold once. 


2 3 = 5 


FINISHING HOLD; Create your own custom final maneuver or choose a hold from our list. 


ee 


By Dave Lenker 


In reviewing the last issue in which 
PWI addressed “The State Of The 
Game,” | reread the column in which 
| singled out the people in wrestling 
of whom | wanted to see more and 
those | wanted to see less. I’m get- 
ting a lot of the same kinds of feel- 
ings that | had back then as | assess 
this game’s state for myself. Too 
much so-and-so. Not enough such- 
and-such. So let's play the “More Or 
Less” game a second time. 


Whether or not 
you believe that WWE was right to 


appeared to be in line for a strong push, but it didn’t last. Dave Lenker doesn’t expect Dean 
to last, either, and wouldn’t miss the character. 
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bring back Jake Roberts, who hasn't 
exactly been a model citizen in re- 
cent years (and looked and sounded 
as if he hadn't), you’d have a hard 
time arguing that it didn’t make for a 
cool segment on Raw. Roberts may 
have drifted off point for a second or 
two as he verbally blasted Randy 
Orton, but he still has an eerie, capti- 
vating presence. Sherri Martel was 
wonderful in her interaction with Kurt 
Angle two weeks before Wrestle- 
Mania. Just seeing this occasional 
kind of interaction between two dif- 
ferent generations seems special. 
Today’s stars could learn a lot about 
the nuances of the game just by 


being in a segment or two with a 
star of another era. This could be 
yet another way for Vince Mc- 
Mahon to pay tribute to some of 
those who helped him turn his 
company into an empire. 


We know Vince McMahon is 
partial to the big fellas, that he has 
long felt that size matters when 
you're looking for stars who will put 
butts in seats in the arenas and get 
people already sitting on theirs at 
home to order pay-per-views. But 
can we put an end to this notion that 
any guy over 6’3” and weighing more 
than about 275 pounds should be 
almost invincible, even when he has 
lost a lot more matches than he has 
won in the last two months? 

| still haven’t figured out why 
Viscera was brought back, other 
than the fact that he’s humongous 
and thus, logically, invincible. But 
he gets “upset” by smaller foes in 
almost every match and it’s made 
out to be a big deal on TV. Snitsky 
makes mean faces, he’s danger- 
ous, he’s intimidating, and he feels 
no remorse if he kills a diva’s un- 
born child, but he’s been beaten 
many, many times. No one should 
have shuddered and feared for Ba- 
tista’s life upon finding out he had 
to face Snitsky in a Raw main event 
in March. Same general principles 
apply to Heidenreich. And don’t get 
me started on how one of these 
big men types is always the fa- 
vorite to win the Royal Rumble ... 
and yet none of them is ever the 
last man standing. 

In mean- 
ingful matches, please. The last 
two years haven’t been Raven's 
best. His career has been on a 
downswing ever since he, to the 
surprise of many, didn’t beat Jeff 
Jarrett for the NWA title on April 30, 
2003. He’s had the occasional in- 
teresting TNA feud since, but a re- 
cent series with Dustin Rhodes 
seemed so uninspired. I’m not sure 
that was Raven's fault, but if TNA 
isn’t ready to play the Monty Brown 
card yet, Raven would make a 
much better NWA champ than 


Jarrett, DDP, or Kevin Nash in 2005. 

This 
character was funny for about two 
weeks. His first faux infomercial got 
a chuckle out of me, and | looked 
forward to seeing how he would 
handle himself when he finally ap- 
peared live on Raw. Then it be- 
came clear that the character had 
an expiration date, and that date 
arrived quickly when he was annihi- 
lated by Kane for all to see on TV. It 
would be almost impossible to re- 
build the smallish Dean when every- 
one saw he was no absolutely 
match for one of Raw’s mid-level 
Stars. It’s too bad, too, because the 
former Nova worked so hard to 
earn a developmental deal and 
then to make it to the main WWE 
roster. Maybe it isn’t too late for a 
total gimmick makeover. 


Make that B.G. James and The Out- 
law, as the former Road Dogg and 
Billy Gunn, respectively, call them- 
selves in TNA. Actually, I’m not all 
that excited about what looks like 
an inevitable reunion. I’m just im- 
agining the marketing possibilities 
and the fun James could have if 
they settled on “The BGs” as their 
new team name. 

We 
haven't seen Hall in TNA in months, 
and we might not see him there 
again. Let's hope we don’t see him 
in any promotion. Hall has lived his 
life hard, and speculation is that it’s 
starting to catch up with his body. 
He doesn’t need any more second, 
third, or fourth chances from anyone 
in wrestling even if he seems like he 
could handle another. 


I've flip-flopped on this issue ever 
since Misterio made his WWE de- 
but, and to a lesser extent, when he 
was in WCW, but | now firmly be- 
lieve there is potential in pushing him 
as a top contender to the Smack- 
down title. Eddie Guerrero made 
for a fresh Smackdown champion, 
and he’s not exactly huge, so I’d 
buy Misterio as champion. The story 
of him winning the title could be 
made even more dramatic if he 


had to prove over, 
say, a two- or 
three-month peri- 
od that he de- 
served a title 
shot at a pay- 
per-view. Mister- 
io says he does- 
n’t think WWE 
views him as a | 
cruiserweight any- 
more, so if he isn’t 
going to do much 
in that division, 
why not really liv- } 
en up the top of 
Smackdown cards 
rather than just 
keep rotating Big 
Show and Book- 
er T and Under- 
taker and Kurt 
Angle in and out 
of the title mix? 


So much for Trinity becoming the next big female star. Many 
thought it’d happen about two years ago. Instead, she’s now man- 
aging Phi Delta Slam in TNA. Yippee! She could do much more. 


| 
understand that Japanese wres- 
tling as a whole is in a major slump 
and that All-Japan has seen far, far 
better days, but consider some of 
the WWE castoffs that have been 
finding work in that promotion of 
late. Jamal. Chuck Palumbo. John- 
ny Stamboli. Bull Buchanan. A- 
Train. Things must be really bad. 
That sounds like a Velocity tag 
team special to me. And a bad one 
at that. Note to self: Hold off on 
scheduling trip to Tokyo. 

. Has she 
been on the Raven Express to no- 
where? Trinity was the next Lita 
about two years ago, the wild, tom- 
boyish daredevil with the sex appeal 
you couldn't easily explain. Like Lita 
early in her WWE career, the Trinity 
we saw in TNA a few years ago had 
a couple of flashy moves with which 
she could wow a crowd, but ap- 
peared a bit lost when she had to 
wrestle an extended match. Lita has 
improved considerably during the 
last half-decade, and given her nat- 
ural athletic ability, Trinity should be 


able to do the same. Maybe the 
fact that TNA has no interest in es- 
tablishing a women’s division has 
had something to do with why she 
hasn't. Still, isn’t there a better role 
for a woman who has done stunt 
work for some of the biggest names 
in Hollywood than managing Phi 
Delta Slam and fighting for the right 
to get Dusty Rhodes coffee? | can’t 
think of many worse. 


Seriously, 
it's not as if Raw starts during rush 
hour most weeks, or Smackdown 
tapings begin promptly at sunrise. 
Yet nearly every week, one of the 
big stars is still in transit mid-show 
... or until the last segment of the 
show. If | was a WWE wrestler, I'd 
leave myself plenty of extra time to 
make it to the building, if for no 
other reason than to take advan- 
tage of the catering table spread. 

(Have a comment or question 
about “In Focus” or anything else 
you see in PWI? You can con- 
tact Dave Lenker via e-mail at 
dave_lenker@yahoo.com.) O 
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| offthe toprope 
PB Brant Mankiewicz 


(Editor’s note: The opinions ex- 
pressed in this column are those of the 
letter writers and Brandi Mankiewicz 
herself. They do not necessarily reflect 
the editorial views of this magazine.) 


By Brandi Mankiewicz 


Dear Brandi, 

For a lady with red hair, you have a 
lot of nerve saying what you said in 
response to my letter to you in the April 
2005 issue. What you say is based on 
how miserable you are. You have noth- 
ing better to do than criticize a 14-year- 
old’s question. I’m not sure if you were 
abused when you were a little girl or it 
was that time of the month. Anywho, 
why the heck would you think wres- 
tling is still popular? I got to admit it 
gets better ratings than a lot of shows, 
but let’s compare it to 1999's ratings. 
Raw December 13, 1999: 6.1 rating, 
Raw December 13, 2005: 3.8 rating. Do 
you see how much the ratings have 
gone down? You also stated that I’m 
not popular, wrong answer. I have lots 
of friends, the only friend you have is 
your red hair. 

MARTY HANSEN 
MAMH121890TNA@aol.com 


Dear Marty, 

Yes, wrestling is not garnering the 
same Nielsen numbers it was in 1999, 
but that was the height of the Mon- 
day night wars, when everyone, blue 
collar and white collar folks alike, 
watched the shows. Go back another 
few years to December 18, 1995, and 
the numbers aren’t nearly as huge. 
Just a few months after Nitro debuted 
it set a record high at 2.7, while Raw 
dropped to a 2.3. Added together, it’s 
not much more than what Raw does 
on a weekly basis now. Considering 
the overall decline in TV ratings over 
the past decade, wrestling isn’t doing 
badly these days. 

I am still trying to figure out how 
my red hair is a deciding factor in this 
argument. Would my opinions make 
more sense if I was a blonde? I asked a 
few of the blondes that I know and the 
outcome was unanimous. My blonde 
mom—who never beat me, by the 
way—agrees with me that you’re not 
popular. My blond senior art director, 
Greg Stevens, thinks your friends are 
probably all imaginary. I even checked 
with my sometimes blond roommate 
and he thinks you’re a loser, too. 


Dear Brandi, 

When my mother and I were watch- 
ing footage from Raw, my mom was 
sickened when Orton RKO’d Stacy 
Keibler, breaking her neck in half in the 
process. Why? It was a message to The 
Undertaker that Orton intended to break 
his neck at WrestleMania. Real men hit 


What is Jeff Jarrett doing defending against Fatu? Wait, this isn’t TNA, it’s Raw from 
December 18, 1995. Jarrett went against the future Rikishi in one of the stellar matches 
that was actually broadcast on the show. 


their wives because they learn from this 
sort of behavior. 

Additionally, Muhammad Hassan is 
teaching people how to hate Arab people 
for who they are by having an Arab loud- 
mouth for a manager. 

You have a responsibility to not be a 
bad influence on the thousands of people, 
especially kids like myself, who watch 
your TV show. 

YIGAL ROSENGARTEN 
Cedarhurst, NY 
Yigal, 

First off, your mother should be 
sickened by your hyperbole. If Randy 
Orton really did break Stacy Keib- 
ler’s neck in half, there would have 
been a whole lot of squirting blood 
from her torso as most of the crowd 
joined together for a group vomit. 
(Yes, I countered your hyperbole with 
one of my own. Ha!). All Orton did 
was injure Stacy to send a message to 
his future opponent. She’s disposable. 
It’s not like she truly has an integral 
role on Raw. 

Unlike Stacy, Muhammad Hassan 
and his quirky little manager have a 
purpose. They are both pushing but- 
tons, hitting that raw nerve of 
Americans and exposing them for 
what they are: paranoid. From your 
reaction to his promos, I know you’re 
hearing them, but are you truly listen- 
ing? I suggest thinking beyond the typ- 
ical racist reaction and contemplate 
the true meaning of his words. Follow 
up by reading about social issues in the 
newspaper or—gasp!—borrow a book 
from the library. A biography of 
Robert Kennedy is a good start. Living 
on Long Island, you have many differ- 
ent cultures within your grasp. I sug- 
gest that you go learn about them. It 
will make you a better person. 

You may ignore my last suggestion, 
but here’s one you shouldn’t: The next 
time you go to school, walk up to your 
teacher and hug him or her. Tell your 
teacher that you are ready to stop 
being so ignorant about the world and 
want to learn. Show respect to your 
teacher, because that is who should 
truly be your role model. Placing 
actors, athletes, and musicians on a 
pedestal will only teach you to be a 
shallow, materialistic person. 


Letter of the 
month (taken verba- 
tim from the actual 
letter to share my tor- 
ture with you all): 
Dear Ms. Mankiewicz, 

I recently read the 
April 2005 issue of 
PWI, and you said of 
Stephanie McMahon, 
and I quote “She has 
a brilliant mind for 
this business, and is 
best utilized on the 
management level in- 
stead of as a bit play- 
er in the game.” I 


nt TITUDE 


don’t usually quote so_ Is this a glimpse into WWE's inner workings with Stephanie try- 


long but I had to 
make sure you actual- 
ly said this. Do you like Goldberg? The 
reason I ask is that you are obviously 
void of any intellect on the wrestling 
business, and i was wondering how you 
came to write for such a respected mag- 
azine as this one? If Ms. McMahon- 
LeVesque, is such a brilliant mind why 
are the ratings coming in consistently at 
an average rating of 3.5 a show. It is not 
the wrestlers unless you count the bad 
hires, such as, Goldberg, Heidenriech, 
Maven, etc. The problem is the know it 
all attitude of this so called brilliant 
mind. Her reluctance to try any other 
scheme except the one her warped little 
mind has developed, such as Gene 
Snitskys’ speech patterns, have impud- 
ed her judgement on the overall prod- 
uct. The overall morale of wrestlers is 
down, no I won’t cram Paul Heyman 
rhetoric down your throat, but I will 
point out that the shows were better 
overall when he was involved in the 
creative process. I seriously think you 
should consider antoher line of work, 
because writing for a wrestling maga- 
zine when being nothing more than a 
mainstream fan, is not a wise idea. I 
somewhat thank you for your time but 
mostly I thank you for proving, if only 
to myself, that I am capable of writing 
about, and covering this sport of kings 
we call wrestling. I will see you soon to 
take your job. 
Yours Truly, 
Derek Michael Reid 
d_michaelreid@sbcglobal.net 


ing to get her daddy to agree with Creative’s ideas for the future 
of WWE? It’s probably not too far from the truth. 


Dear Mr. Reid, 

You are delusional. You are capa- 
ble of putting words together, but 
your composition, spelling, and 
grammar leave much to be desired. 
Just because I have an opposing view 
from yours doesn’t mean I am “void 
of any intellect on the wrestling busi- 
ness.” I apparently know more than 
you since I know the proper spelling 
of Stephanie and Paul Levesque’s 
last name isn’t what you have in your 
letter. I also know that Stephanie 
isn’t solely responsible for the mess 
you see on TV every week. WWE has 
teams of writers, collectively referred 
to as the Creative Department. Each 
week, they come together, write the 
shows, and then it is presented to one 
person: Vince McMahon. He has 
ultimate power over the show. If any- 
one is to blame for the lack of ratings, 
it’s him. Besides, a 3.5 isn’t necessari- 
ly that bad. It’s not M*A*S*H 
“Goodbye, Farewell, and Amen,” 
which did a 60.2 rating back in 
February of 1983, but it’s still better 
than the uber-popular SpongeBob 
SquarePants on most days. 

In closing, I leave you with this: I 
may need another job, but you should 
never even begin one in which you 
write about anything, including 
wrestling. Your lack of education is 
only surpassed by your need to feed 
your own ego. Go play on the Internet 
and type stuff for free. a) 
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May 1990: Hulk Hogan: Primed And Ready For 
WrestleMania VI. Centerfold: Great Muta. Plus: Piper- 
Rude, Eric Embry, Rock 'n' Rolls, Sid Vicious, pain. 
July 1990: The Maturing Of Lex Luger: The “Total 
Package” Becomes The People’s Choice. Center- 
fold: Rick Martel. Plus: Skyscrapers, Bobby Heenan, 
Mr. Saito, referees. 

September 1990: The Hulkster’s Wrath: 7,000 Miles 
To Violent Redemption. Centerfold: The Steiners. 
Plus: Jeff Jarrett, Sting, Destruction Crew, Four Horse- 
men, Curt Hennig. 

April 1991: Sgt. Slaughter Guilty Of Treason! Cen- 
terfold: Tom Zenk. Plus: Sting, Magnum T.A., Jesse 
Ventura, Lawler-Gilbert, Hogan & Warrior. 

June 1991: Hulk Hogan: America’s Hero. Centerfold: 
Hacksaw Duggan. Plus: Cactus Jack, Ric Flair, Nasty 
Boys, Steiners, Simmons-Reed. 

August 1991 (Special Issue): Supercards '91. Cen- 
terfold: Hulk Hogan. Plus: WrestleMania VII, WCW- 
New Japan, Ultimate Warrior, Owen Hart, Koloff-Luger. 
October 1991: Sid Justice: The Second Coming 
Of Hulk Hogan. Centerfold: Lex Luger. Plus: Hogan- 
Slaughter, Terrence Taylor, Barry Windham, Willi- 
ams-Bigelow. 

February 1992: Has Hulk Hogan Had Enough? Cen- 
terfold: 1992 calendar. Plus: Sting, Justice-Roberts, hot 
prospects, Eddie Gilbert. 

May 1992: Revitalized In Tokyo: Hulk Hogan Is Su- 
per-Psyched For WrestleMania VII! Centerfold: Rick 
Rude. Plus: Sting & Muta-Steiners, Jarrett & Fuller, 
Lightning Kid, Randy Savage, intimidation. 

June 1992: Exclusive PW Interview: Roddy Piper 
Speaks Out! Centerfold: Dustin Rhodes. Plus: Dan- 
gerously-Sting, Abdullah-Cactus, Sid Justice, Randy 
Savage. 

July 1992: The Best Of The Best—The Masters Of 
Their Craft. Centerfold: Randy Savage. Plus: Liger- 
Pillman, Jim Neidhart, U.S.-Japan, Ric Flair. 
September 1992: Savage vs. Sting: Why It Isn't 
That Unlikely. Centerfold: Nikita Koloff. Plus: Stein- 
ers, Barry Windham, Sid Justice, Hodge & Weston, 
Shawn Michaels. 

February 1993: No One Can Cut Down Razor Ra- 
mon. Centerfold: Curt Hennig. Plus: Jake Roberts, 
Pillman-Dustin, Ric Flair-Road Warriors, Rick Rude, 
Snuka-Muraco. 

May 1996: Un-Natural! The WWF Has Finally Gone 
Too Far! Centerfold: Public Enemy. Plus: Jeff Jarrett, 
Dreamer-Raven, Dan Severn, Ric Flair, Giant. 
October 1996: Peaking Too Soon: Will The Giant Be 
Ruined By His Own Success? Centerfold: Goldust. 
Plus: Big Van Vader, Ric Flair, Bulldog, Lex Luger. 
May 1998: Starrcade Scandal! We Hate To Say It... 
But Give The Belt Back To Hogan. Centerfold: Ric 
Flair. Plus: Mero & Sable, Taz, Taka Michinoku. 

June 1998 (Special Issue): The 1998 PW/I Poll. 
Centerfold: Steve Austin. Plus: Sabu, Lex Luger, Sting, 
Rocky Maivia, Bill Goldberg. 

July 1998: WWF vs. WCW: Which Is Better? Cen- 
terfold: Rocky Maivia. Plus: Benoit, Bill Goldberg, 
Ahmed Johnson. 

October 1998: Bret Screws Bret, Part Il. Centerfold: 


Hunter Hearst Helmsley. Plus: Jim Ross, Marcus Bag- 
well, WWF controversy, FBI. 

Holiday 1998: PW/500. Eighth Annual Special. 
March 1999: 1998—The Year In Wrestling. 1998 In 
Review, Achievement '98 awards, Unofficial/Official 
awards, predictions for 1999. 

April 1999: The Crock! The Title Change That 
Screwed The World! Centerfold: Chris Jericho. 
Plus: Bill Goldberg, Tommy Dreamer, Booker T, 
more Unofficial/Officials. 

May 1999: Who Holds The Key To WrestleMania 
XV? Centerfold: Konnan. Plus: Mark Henry, Sting- 
Nash, Bill Alfonso, Brian Hildebrand. 

June 1999: The PW/ Poll. Plus: Mankind, Flair & 
Turner, VMac, Steiners, New Japan-UFO. 

July 1999: Warning! This Team Will Self-Destruct 
In 15 Seconds! Centerfold: X-Pac. Plus: New Jack- 
Dudleys, Jesse James, Venis & Godfather, Sting- 
Bischoff-Flair. 

August 1999: Supercards ‘99: WWF Wrestle- 
Mania, WCW Uncensored, ECW Living Danger- 
ously. Plus: Super 8, Bam Bam Bigelow, Jerry Law- 
ler, tag team wrestling. 

September 1999: Why Stone-Cold Might Get Out 
While He's Still On Top! Centerfold: Sting. Plus: Kid- 
man & Misterio, The Rock, Bret Hart, Taz-Sabu. 
October 1999: Why The World Must Fear Scott 
Steiner, By Buff Bagwell. Centerfold: Mankind. Plus: 
Kane & X-Pac, The Godfather, Perry Saturn, 20th 
anniversary readers’ poll. 

November 1999: The Women Of The WWF: There's 
More To Their Power Than Their Looks. Centerfold: 
Owen Hart. Plus: Rey Misterio Jr., Roddy Piper, Stein- 
ers, Steve Austin. 

December 1999: Steve Austin: “CEO This! I’m The 
Damn Champ!” Centerfold: Rey Misterio Jr. Plus: 
Randy Savage, Jimmy Hart, WCW youth, Billy Gunn. 
Holiday 1999: PW/500. Ninth Annual Special. 
January 2000: The Millennium Man Mouths Off! An 
Unforgettable Hour With Chris Jericho! Centerfold: Taz. 
Plus: Chris Benoit, Sid-Goldberg, Triple-H. 

February 2000: The Master Manipulator! How 
Stone-Cold Controls The WWF. Centerfold: Kane. 
Plus: Paul Heyman, Hogan-Bret-Sting-Luger. 

March 2000: 1999—The Year In Wrestling. 1999 In 
Review, Achievement'99 awards, Unofficial/Official 
awards, predictions for 2000. 

April 2000: Stone-Cold vs. The Rock: Let's Settle It 
At WrestleMania! Centerfold: Chris Benoit. Plus: Dal- 
las Page, Goldberg-Vicious, more Unofficial awards. 
May 2000: The Y2K PW/ Poll. Plus: Mitsuharu Mi- 
sawa, Triple-H, Bret Hart, Hollys, Chyna & Aysa, 
ECW returnees. 

June 2000: Just Wondering, Steph ... Is Triple-H 
Worth Your Billion-Dollar Inheritance? Centerfold: 
The Rock. Plus: Heyman-Van Dam, Vader, NWO. 
July 2000: Call It A Wrap, Jack! You've Done Your 
Share ... Go Home! Centerfold: Sid Vicious. Plus: 
Dusty Rhodes, Disco Inferno, DDP, Dudleys-Hardys. 
August 2000: Supercards 2000: WWF WrestleMa- 
nia, WCW Uncensored, ECW Living Dangerously. 
Plus: Rob Van Dam, greatest supercards, Super 8. 


September 2000: Wrestle McMania! Why The Peace 
Can't Last. Centerfold: Jeff Jarrett. Plus: Eric Bischoff, 
Dudleys, Raven. 

October 2000: Scott Steiner: The Superstar The 
WWF Let Slip Away. Centerfold: Rikishi. Plus: Shawn 
Michaels, Austin-Rock, Rhino-RVD. 

November 2000: The Rock vs. Triple-H. Our Spe- 
cial 50-Category Analysis. Pinups: Extreme wres- 
tling. Plus: Nash-Steiner-Hall, Hardcore Holly, wres- 
tling too extreme? 

December 2000: Head Hog! Does Undertaker Have 
Enough Gas In His Tank To Rumble To The Top? 
Centerfold: Dallas Page. Plus: Kurt Angle, Rikishi, Vam- 
piro-Sting, Japan. 


[FULL-COLOR WITH HOLIDAY 2000) 
Holiday 2000 (116 Pages): PW/500. Includes: The edi- 
tors’ views, a look back at 1991's top 25, Achievement 
2000 ballot. 

January 2001: Who Does He Really Hate? Someone 
Will Pay For Austin's Pain! Plus: Steven Richards, 
Justin Credible, Gordon Solie, Jeff Jarrett, Arn-Sid. 
February 2001 (116 Pages): The State Of The Game. 
Includes: The states of the WWF, WCW, ECW, inde- 
pendents, international, the business, the art 

March 2001: Hulk Hogan: WWF Fans Want Him 
Back! Plus: Mike Awesome, Rikishi, Jerry Lynn, Elix 
Skipper, Triple-H. 

April 2001 (116 Pages): 2000—The Year In Wrestling. 
Plus: 2000 In Review, Achievement'00 awards, Un- 
official/Official awards, predictions for 2001. 

May 2001: The WrestleMania Curse! Will The Great 
One Ever Win The Big One? Plus: Vince McMahon, 
William Regal, Page & Nash, Ivory, Lance Storm, ECW. 
June 2001 (116 Pages): The PW Poll, Plus: Ric Flair, 
Chyna, Steve Austin. 

July 2001: Women’s Work! It Ain't What It Used To 
Be! Plus: Dudleys, Chavo Guerrero Jr., Justin Credible, 
Francine, Scott Steiner. 

August 2001 (116 Pages): Supercards 2001: Wres- 
tleMania X-Seven, WCW Night of Champions, 
Super 8. Plus: Big Show, Kane, Jeff Jarrett, Tommy 
Dreamer. 

September 2001: WWF-WCW: The 10 Questions 
That Must Be Answered. Plus: Triple-H, Stacy Keibler, 
Paul Heyman, Matt Hardy. 

October 2001 (116 Pages): Mid-Year Report. Top 50 
stories, grades, half-year awards, predictions. Plus: 
Perry Saturn, Dallas Page, Terri. 

November 2001: A Crying Shane: He Paid The Price 
To Purchase WCW ... Is He Willing To Pay The Price 


To Keep It? Plus: DDP-Kimberly, Edge, Molly-Spike, 
Tajiri, Rob Van Dam, Mick Foley, Florida indies. 
December 2001 (116 Pages): PW/ 500—Angle 
Climbs To The Top. Includes: The editors’ views, 
Achievement 2001 ballot. 

January 2002: There’s Something About Lita—What 
Makes Her The WWF's “It” Girl. Plus: Jericho-Steph- 
anie, Mark Henry, X-Pac, Triple-H, Undertaker. 
February 2002 (116 Pages): The State Of The Game. 
Includes: The states of the WWF, independents, inter- 
national, the business, the art. Plus: Golderg. 

March 2002: No More Joking, No More Choking: Y2J 
Takes A Serious Stab At Superstardom! Plus: Test, 
The Rock, Eric Bischoff, Bradshaw, Foley vs. Regal. 
April 2002 (116 Pages): 2001—The Year In Wrestling. 
2001 In Review, Achievement 2001 awards, Unof- 
ficial/Official awards, predictions for 2002. 

May 2002: The Mania To End All Manias! What Will 
Wrestling Look Like By WrestleMania X-9? Plus: 
Trish Stratus, RVD, Russ Haas, Big Bossman, WWF 
comedy. 

June 2002 (116 Pages): The PW/ Poll. Plus: Hulk 
Hogan, Ric Flair, Steve Austin, 

July 2002: Steph Infection! How Can Triple-H Keep 
His Mind On His Game? Plus: Goldust-Terri, NWO, 
Ron Waterman, Spike & Tazz, Jazz. 

August 2002 (116 Pages): Supercards 2002: Wres- 
tleManiaX8, WWA Revolution, Super 8. Plus: X-Pac, 
Steve Corino, Ric Flair. 

September 2002: No Rock ... No Problem: The WWF 
Can Thrive Without The Great One. Plus: WWF draft, 
Billy Kidman, Sean O'Haire, Stanley Weston. 

October 2002 (116 Pages): Mid-Year Report. Top 50 
stories, grades, half-year awards, predictions. Plus: Lou 
Thesz, Francine, Edge. 

November 2002: Stone-Cold Meltdown! Plus: Hey- 
man & Lesnar, Lance Storm, NWA: TNA, DDP, AJ. 
Styles, Island Boys. 

December 2002 (116 Pages): PW/500—RVD Is No. 1. 
Includes: The editors’ views, Achievement 2002 ballot. 
January 2003: Brock Aftershock: How Lesnar 
Changed The Future Of WWE. Plus: Chris Ben- 
oit, Low-Ki, Jericho-Flair, Rey Misterio Jr., Sum- 
merSlam at 15. 

February 2003 (116 Pages): The State Of The Game. 
Includes: The states of Raw, Smackdown, indepen- 
dents, international, the business, the art. 

March 2003: Rocky Horror! He Won't Forget What 
You Did Last Summer. Plus: Matt Hardy, Eddie 
Guerrero, Bass-WWE, Victoria, WWE's next wave. 
April 2003 (116 Pages): 2002—The Year In Wrestling. 


2002 In Review, Achievement 2002 awards, Unoffi- 
cial/Official awards, predictions for 2003. 

May 2003 (116 Pages): The WrestleMania 100. Plus: 
Angle-Lesnar, Christopher Nowinski, Vince Russo, Ba- 
tista & Flair. 

June 2003 (116 Pages): The PW/ Poll. Plus: Rey 
Misterio Jr. 

August 2003 (116 Pages): Goldberg: He Has WWE 
Caught Between The Rock And A Hard Place! Plus: 
WrestleMania XIX, Shawn Michaels graduates, Paul 
London, Raven. 

September 2003 (116 Pages): Guardian Angle: The 
One Superstar WWE Couldn't Afford To Lose. Plus: 
Hurricane, Sting, Kazarian-Sabin, Jeff Jarrett, Booker T, 
Brock Lesnar. 

October 2003 (116 Pages): Mid-Year Report. Top 
50 stories, grades, half-year awards, predictions. 
Plus: Mick Foley. 

December 2003 (116 Pages): Goldberg: Is He Get- 
ting A Bum Rap? Plus: Jeff Hardy, Mick Foley, Harris & 
Storm, Billy Gunn. 

January 2004 (116 Pages): All Fired Up! Can Kane 
Blaze A Trail To The Raw Title? Plus: Christian, Cena- 
Gowen, Samoa Joe, Goldberg-Flair, ugliest wrestlers. 
February 2004 (116 Pages): The State Of The Game. 
Includes; The states of Raw, Smackdown, NWA-TNA, 
independents, international, the business, the art. 

April 2004 (116 Pages): 2003—The Year In Wrestling. 
2003 In Review, Achievement 2003 awards, Unof- 
ficial/Official awards, predictions for 2004. 

May 2004 (116 Pages): Randy Orton’s Dad 
Speaks Out! “Ric Flair ls Gonna Ruin By Boy!” 
Plus: Trish Stratus, 3 Live Kru, Cena-Angle, A-Train, 
ROAVAll-Japan, Keiji Muto, three-ways. 

June 2004: Chris Benoit Wins Raw Title! Radical 
New Beginning For WWE! Plus: WrestleMania XX, 
Steve Austin, TNA women, Chavo Guerrero. 

Aug. 2004: Will Eddie Guerrero’s Championship 
Ruin His Career? Plus: Hardy-Lita, Mike Kruel, 
Benjamin-Haas, Booker T, C.W. Anderson. 

Oct. 2004: Eugene, The Impossible Dream: When 
Will His Opponents Wake Up? Plus: Victoria, Edge, 
Dudleys, A.J. Styles, six-sided ring. 

Dec. 2004: PWI 500—Chris Benoit’s 18-Year Jour- 
ney To The Pinnacle. 

Feb. 2005: A Yes Man? No Way! Ric Flair’s Secret 
Plan Will Ruin Triple-H! Plus: Y2J, The Naturals, 
Luther Reigns, WrestleMania 21 countdown. 

April 2005: Batista: Can He Steal WrestleMa- 
nia's Future From Orton? Jeff Hardy, Under- 
taker, Eugene, JBL. 


cated teteetetettee late ea tet etted edad tell alltel eet tiie eee ee 


1 BPRO itl Send to: Please send me the back issues | have checked off. | have enclosed $5 foreach 1 
Lj London Co. issue as payment in full or provided my credit card number to charge my purchase! 
; P.0. Box 910 ($20 minimum). : 
; Fort Washington, PA 19034 MAY 90 C1JUN 99 (OMAR 01 C1FEB 03 ; 
; CJUL 90 CJUL 99 CAPR 01 C1MAR 03 i 
; Please indicate method of payment: [] SEP 90 AUG 99 FIMAY 01 FIAPR 03 ; 
1 (J Check or money order (enclosed and payable to na 91 Ozer ms an o ey i 1 
1 ae COJUN 91 1 1 
, London Publishing Co.) CAUG 91 DONOV 99 TIAUG 01 CIAUG 03 ' 
1 VISA COCT 91 (DEC 99 OOSEP 01 COSEP 03 ' 
1 CIFEB 92 CHOL 99 oocto1 COCT 03 ' 
; 1 MasterCard =| MAY 92 5 JAN 00 FINOV 01 CDEC 03 1 
t Card number: CI] JUN 92 1 FEB 00 O1DEC 01 CIJAN 04 : 
t rab: ; CJUL 92 [MAR 00 CIJAN 02 C1 FEB 04 
1 Expiration date: /_ CSEP 92 CAPR 00 CFEB 02 CAPR 04 ' 
' MO/YR CIFEB 93 COMAY 00 CMAR 02 COMAY 04 ' 
Nope [MAY 96 CJUN 00 CIAPR 02 COJUN 04 ' 
' Signature COCT 96 (JUL 00 [MAY 02 CUAUG 04 ; 
: C1MAY 98 OAUG 00 (JUN 02 COCT 04 ‘ 
H C1JUN 98 COSEP 00 CJUL 02 CODEC 04 ’ 
, NAME C1 JUL 98 OCT 00 CLAUG 02 CIFEB 05 : 
1 “J OCT 98 CONOV 00 CSEP 02 [MAR 05 1 
C1 HOL 98 CDEC 00 OCT 02 CAPR 05 1 
| ADDRESS | [MAR 99 CHOL 00 CINOV 02 ‘ 
Il CAPR 99 CUJAN 01 CDEC 02 ' 
' CITY STATE ZIP "| MAY 99 OFEB 01 OOJAN 03 ' 
I —_—= ' 
. For all orders outside the U.S., you must add $1.50 for every back issue to be : 
y sent via surface mail, and $3.00 for every back issue to be sent airmail. Int! In case of sellout, indicate two substitute choices: I 
y Money order in U.S. funds only. Please allow 6-8 weeks for delivery. 


7130/02.05 


! 
Lew eee em eee eee eee ee eee ee ee eee Oe eee ee ee wee we ee ee ewe eee eee ese ewe eee dl 


conierence:. 


Cl T 


‘aec 


~~ 


Getting rece coms on the 


i mercial hasn't been 

e easiest of adjustments. For his 

sake, we hope his days challenging 

guys like Robert Conway for tag 
titles are over for a while. 


grils GENO 


AST YEAR WAS a tumultuous one for Chris Benoit. At WrestleMania XX in March, he 

realized the lifelong dream of winning his first world title, the Raw championship, when he 

defeated Triple-H and Shawn Michaels in a scintillating three-way match (and no, his 
brief, controversial WCW World title reign doesn’t really count, for reasons you'll read below). 

But after a string of successful title defenses against the likes of Triple-H, Michaels, Batista, 
and Kane, the dream came to an end at SummerSlam last August. That's when Randy Orton, 
WWE’s wunderkind du jour, dethroned Benoit as champ cleanly. 

Despite the loss, Benoit achieved moderate successes throughout the remainder of the year. 
For example, he and Edge defeated La Resistance to capture the tag team title, and Benoit 
earned the number-one spot in our annual “PWI 500.” 

The euphoria of those accomplishments proved fleeting, though. As only those who have been 
to the pinnacle of the sport will attest, nothing satisfies like being a world champion. And for a per- 
former as gritty and intense as “The Rabid Wolverine,” a post-championship descent from the Raw 
title scene must be particularly difficult to endure. 

But that's the track Benoit's been on since SummerSlam 2004, often obscured in mid-card match- 
es with Edge and six-man tag team bouts alongside Shelton Benjamin, Chris Jericho, and Randy 
Orton (of all people). More recently, Benoit has returned to singles action, focusing much of his atten- 
tion on Muhammad Hassan and his loquacious sidekick, Khosrow Daivari. In many ways, Benoit, 
whose name was on every fan’s lips a year ago, has assumed a lower profile in more recent days. 

No question, that's a designation for which Benoit and his fans will not stand. After 19 years in 
the professional wrestling business, he has come to expect more from himself. So the question 
becomes this: Will the iron will that delivered him to the top of professional wrestling in 2004 be 
enough to guide him back? Chris Benoit is only too eager to find out for himself. As expected, 
Benoit offers no excuses for where he stands now, and has a plan for striking gold once again. 

That much Benoit made clear when Editor-in-Chief Dave Lenker, Senior Writer Frank Krewda, 
and Contributing Writer Bill Meltzer caught up with him after a recent Raw house show. 


DAVE LENKER: 


CHRIS BENOIT: Every bit as hard 
as you'd think. It took me 18 long, 
hard years to get to that point in my 
career. And once | got there, | didn’t 
want it to end. I'll always be proud of 
what | accomplished last year, but | 
just wish it would have lasted longer 
than five months. All the work, the 
injuries, and only five months to show 
for it. That was the hardest thing for 
me to accept. But people tell me five 
months is a pretty long reign in this 
day and age. | don’t know ... 


your title. There’s less pressure when 

you don't have the title, but | embraced 

every second of that pressure. 
KREWDA: 


BENOIT: Especially when Evolution 
was throwing its weight around! | can’t 
explain the satisfaction | felt every time | 
beat Triple-H or Batista or got a shot in 
on Flair. Being a champion means being 
ready and overcoming those challenges. 
Very few wrestlers understand that. | 
guess | must be different somehow. 

BILL MELTZER: 


BENOIT: With all due respect to 
Bret, who was a great, great champion, 
| can’t take the time to concern myself 
with history just yet. | wrestle in the here 
and now, and when | look at how disre- 
spectfully some people treat the 
title, it makes me sick. 


Ser ssa foueloes 
OME D MeO n LONG 
LAU Se mAT ED Will 
PAICIPALe Nan 
INCISIVE DKESS 
DOMETENCE WIL a TOP) 
WIESUING Star Me 
TUESHIONS With DE 
HEMAnOING ANT Tne 
ASW SMI RGVed! Le 
ME TMNOSTANDUOITS OF 
HE DAMS OMe SHO. 


LENKER: # 


BENOIT: All right, take Triple-H. 7 2 
Is there anything he won't do to 
keep that belt around his waist, no “ex 


FRANK KREWDA: 


BENOIT: Aside from the satisfaction 
of knowing you're the best in the world, 
I'd say the mental preparation. I’ve 
always been a very focused wrestler. 
That’s never a problem for me. But when 
you're the champion, you have to be on 
your toes every second you show up for 
work because everybody's gunning for 


matter what it means for professional 


wrestling? | don’t think so. | appreci- 
ate his desire and passion, but 
the [Raw] title isn’t sup- 
posed to be bought or | 
sold or won through f 
cheating. Nor can it be 
won through politics. 4 
That's why | can’t 4 
stand Edge, always 4 
crying about be- 4 
ing overlooked. 
KREWDA: 
In fairness to 
Edge, | think 
he was just 
looking out 
for his own in- 
terest by lob- 
bying for a title 
shot... 
BENOIT: Is that what a great 
wrestler does? He lobbies? | 
thought he went out and earned a 
title shot and took it from there. # 
Besides, | don’t see where Edge ' i 
is worthy of a title shot in the first } 
place. He had two chances to ‘a 


Fae 
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Benoit does know what it takes to beat Batista (top) and Triple-H (above), so we 
can’t really blame him for thinking that Raw title isn’t that far out of his reach. 


earn a shot and he couldn't do it. | beat 
him twice in one night. And | schooled 
him in submission matches for weeks all 
across the country. 

MELTZER: Well, you must have 
seen something in Edge that you liked. 
After all, you guys did team up to beat 
La Resistance to win the Raw tag title. 

BENOIT: True enough. But did you 
see how we lost the belts less than two 
weeks later—by Edge leaving me to 
go plug his book with Jim Ross. That 
me-me-me crap goes against every- 
thing | learned in my career, and it’s 
one of the reasons | prefer singles 
matches to tag teaming. 

LENKER: Ironically enough, you 
spent a lot of the past six months 
appearing in tag team matches, with 
a host of partners. If you dislike tag 
team wrestling, why did you do so 
much of it? 

BENOIT: At the time, | had to take a 
look at who was wrestling in the main 
event. Guys like Triple-H, Batista, and 
Orton were all in the title mix. If | wanted 
to be in the title mix with them, | had to 


be out there with them, even if it meant 
wrestling in six-mans or whatever. 
Sometimes it’s worthwhile, but a lot of 
times it’s just frustrating as hell. For 
example, me and Jericho are challeng- 
ing for the tag title on Raw, 20 minutes 
later he’s challenging me to a match 
because I’m supposedly not giving him 
my best. Now I’m perfectly happy whip- 
ping anyone, but | don’t need him or 
anybody else judging my efforts in the 
ring. | set my own standards, and 
they're pretty damn high. 
KREWDA: 


BENOIT: | wasn’t necessarily happy 
about it, but it’s all business, and | did 
what | thought | had to do to stay in the 
title mix. And by then, he’d already spit 
in Triple-H’s face and left Evolution. So 
it wasn’t as though | got cheated out of 
the championship. But our paths will 
cross again someday, and when they 
do, I'll be physically, mentally, and emo- 
tionally prepared to return the favor. 

MELTZER: 


BENOIT: No comparison. WCW was 
a fiasco at the time, and the way they 
handled the title change was a mess. I'd 
rather not talk that much about it, if that’s 
okay. | think my actions after it happened 
spoke loud enough about how | felt. 
WWE is the major leagues and 
WrestleMania is wrestling’s pre- 
miere event. That's why | had 
my family there to celebrate with 
me when | won. | couldn't have 
felt any better. 

LENKER: 


BENOIT: It meant every- 
thing. Me and Eddie have had 
very similar careers. For years, 
critics told us we were too 
small and bland to become 
world champion. We were 
nothing but cruiserweights and 
blah, blah, blah. So when it 
worked out that we became 
champions at the same time ... 


We know that Batista’s size 
doesn’t intimidate Benoit. If we’ve 
learned anything about Benoit in 
recent years, it is that nothing 
intimidates him and no challenge 
seems too daunting to him. 


The Raw title picture is about as 
crowded as it has ever been. “The 
Crippler” might have to go through 
Shawn Michaels and quite a few oth- 
ers to earn more cracks at that gold. 


we both felt kind of vindicated. We share 
a very unique perspective as far as tak- 
ing our lumps, so in a way, only we 
could be there for each other. But now 
we're both on the outside looking in. So 
we have some work to do. 

KREWDA: 


BENOIT: Yeah, but that’s easier said 
than done. No matter what you think of 
him as a man, Hassan’s a great athlete 
and that jabberjaw he runs around with 
really knows how to run interference. As 
far as the bigger picture is concerned, I'm 
just waiting to see who comes out with 
the title once Triple-H and Batista are 
through with each other. Then I'll make 
my move. I’ve beaten Triple-H before 
and I’ve beaten Batista before. There’s 
no question in my mind that I'll beat them 
both again. | have to. Anyone who knows 
me knows that being anything less than 
the best is totally unacceptable. It’s an 
attitude that was drilled into me a long 
time ago in Stu Hart's Dungeon. Triple-H 
has been the top guy around here for a 
long time, and Batista is an animal, but 
neither man is as hungry for the title as | 
am. Believe me, no one in WWE is. 

LENKER: Chris, | think that’s all 
we have. Thanks for your time and 
good luck. 

BENOIT: Thanks, guys. O 
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PR: REMAINS AMONG the top five programs 


in all of cable television, Smackdown is the 

highest-rated show on UPN, /mpact contin- 
ues to generate respectable numbers despite its 
unstable existence on Fox Sports Net, and diehard 
fans are buying more than enough DVDs to keep 
Ring of Honor in business. 

If you haven’t already guessed, wrestling is 
undergoing its annual health exam, courtesy of PWI. 

Each year, our “State Of The Game” section eval- 
uates the wrestling business from every angle. We 
compare Raw to Smackdown, and assess TNA’s 
chances of survival. Besides WWE and TNA, we 
explore the health of North America’s independent 
promotions, in addition to the international scene. Is 
WWE ’s slowdown affecting Ring of Honor, the 
ECWA, and Combat Zone Wrestling, for example? 
Are All-Japan, New Japan, AAA, and EMLL any bet- 
ter off than WWE? 

And what is our overall assessment of wrestling 
today? The vital signs are stable ... and we’d go 
so far as to suggest that the prognosis is looking 
pretty good. 

A closer look at the chart indicates some trou- 
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bling symptoms, however. Regarding WWE, pay- 
per-view buy rates are still down, house show 
attendance is anemic at times, and merchandising 
has reached a slow ebb. Nevertheless, WWE 24/7, 
home video sales, and international touring could 
provide a significant booster shot in the future. 
Over in TNA, Panda Energy has given booker 
Dusty Rhodes only a few months to pull the pro- 
motion out of critical condition. And ROH, even 
though it produces some of the finest matches in 
the world, doesn’t have the financial backing to 
reach the next level. 

Wrestling in the year 2005 is definitely a mixed 
picture. This is no longer the red-hot business of the 
Monday night war or the “Attitude” era. But these 
aren't the doldrums of the early-1990s, either. 
Sluggish but steady is the best way to describe it. 

To find the cure for wrestling’s woes, it’s logical that 
we look to WWE. When you read the “State Of Raw,” 
you'll find that our editorial staff agrees with WWE 
insiders. WWE’s future might depend entirely on 
Batista and, following that logic to its conclusion, it 
wouldn't be too much of a stretch to suggest the entire 
industry rests on the big man’s shoulders for now. 


We've seen it before. Hulk Hogan and the New 
World Order. Steve Austin’s feud with Vince Mc- 
Mahon. Bill Goldberg and his undefeated streak. Is it 
too much to ask Batista to turn around the business 
singlehandedly? 

No offense intended, but we aren’t depending on 
John Bradshaw Layfield or John Cena to work too 
many miracles here. If you read our “State Of 
Smackdown” report, you’ll realize why. Booker T 
was right: Smackdown has become the “B” team—at 
least within WWE. Compared to all the other promo- 
tions around the world, though, the Smackdown 
brand remains, arguably, second only to Raw. Hey, 
both brands can’t be number one. 

Will TNA ever settle on a core philosophy? In the 
“State Of TNA,” we examine the debate that has 
plagued that promotion from the outset. Should TNA 
push WWE castoffs and ex-WCW stars over the 
exciting X division? Sure, we know that’s a loaded 
question. Bob and Dixie Carter—who have gradually 
taken power from Jerry and Jeff Jarrett over the past 
year—believe Dallas Page, Scott Hall, Kevin Nash, 
Jeff Hardy, and The Outlaw (Billy Gunn) are TNA’s 
best hope to stay in business until the X division 


wrestlers take on the aura of true superstars. 

In addition to “State Of The Independents” and 
“State Of International Wrestling,” we’ll satisfy the 
purists with an intriguing look into the “State Of The 
Art.” How is the basic sport evolving? Why is WWE 
pushing heavyweights such as JBL and The Big 
Show when well-rounded smaller wrestlers such as 
Christopher Daniels, Austin Aries, and Low-Ki per- 
sonify innovation in wrestling? 

The “State Of The Business” uses the numbers to 
analyze wrestling’s bottom line. Whether you’re talk- 
ing about overall revenue, ratings points, buy rates, or 
live gate receipts, those numbers are the indisputable 
measure, pinpointing the strengths and weaknesses 
of the business with unflinching accuracy. Which 
would you trust more, WWE’s press releases or its 
financial statements? 

As usual, we conclude with the “State Of The 
Future.” Basically, it looks as if the WWE brand 
extension is here to stay, and we’re not totally con- 
vinced that TNA will be around next year. Our col- 
lective gut tells us that wrestling has turned a cor- 
ner, though, and we look forward to the future with 
genuine optimism. 
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We might not be back to the glory days of the Monday 
night wars just yet, but there's a lot more good than bad 
to report from the Raw camp. Best of all, it just might 
have discovered its next breakout megastar 


pears that as Batista goes, glance that we saw but almost didn’t notice. It con- 
so. will Raw'go.... FOR MmuCh = tinued with even more subtle facial expressions, 
of the rest of 2005 at least. : 

And that might not be a plus comments that confused us a little but gave us 
bad thing at all. hope at the same time. It gained momentum with a 
Royal Rumble win and an opportunity to go after either 
the Raw or Smackdown championship. It almost 
became derailed because of manipulative scheming 
and precise planning by the most cerebral competitor 
in the sport today. And then it came to pass with a 
wicked power bomb through a table. 

Finally, Raw had its first bona fide, internally creat- 
ed superstar in a very long time. 

Batista’s ascent from Evolution’s waiting-in-the- 
wings enforcer to Triple-H’s most anticipated opponent 
since Bill Goldberg was a long time coming—and 
that’s what made the smoldering buildup to their feud 
so compelling. The pace of Batista’s turn against 
Helmsley was almost maddeningly slow, so unlike the 
rapid-fire approach to booking WWE has taken in 
recent years. Triple-H would subtly hold Batista down; 
Batista would hint that he was going to retaliate, but 
then he’d back off half a step. And so the dance con- 
tinued, for months and months, until the tension 
between the two men was so heightened that every- 
one except Helmsley seemed to know that a feud 
between him and Batista was inevitable. 

The fans, for their part, consumed the tension like 
wolves in front of a sick calf. They began cheering 
Batista even before he signaled that he would turn, 
and then they cheered him louder as it became obvi- 
ous he couldn’t stand being under Triple-H’s thumb for 
a second longer. Along the way, Batista began to soak 
in his newfound popularity. He began playing to the 
crowd, reveling in their eagerness to watch him 
ascend to the next level. Helmsley acted like he didn’t 


To a large extent, it ap- a: STARTED WITH a smirk and a little sideways 
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Triple-H plowed through 
Randy Orton more easily 
than anyone expected 
(below). What once looked 
like the main event of 
WrestleMania stalled at 
the Royal Rumble. Orton's 
star has fallen of late ... 
although not to a point at 
which he’s wrestling 
Hurricane every week 
(right). 


notice the sudden change in the audience, pretended 
that he was still in control of Batista’s every move 
because he, and not Batista, was Evolution’s driving 
force. When Batista drove Helmsley through a table and 
then signed to meet him at WrestleMania 21 with the 
Raw title on the line, the crowd rejoiced. 

It was about as fulfilling a moment as you'll see in this 
sport, and considering that personal feuds start and then 
violently finish on an almost-weekly basis, that’s quite a 
statement. 

Now, Batista has been anointed as Raw’s next big 
thing. He’s already by far the most popular man on the 
roster. How he handles the pressure that comes along 
with such a position will go a long way toward dictating 
whether Raw can maintain the momentum that he helped 
create. If he’s to succeed in assuming a position as the 
brand's top performer, he’s going to have to do more than 
handle Triple-H. He’s also going to have to show that 
he’s capable of delivering intriguing matches and feuds 
with Raw’s other big guns, men like Shawn Michaels and 
Chris Benoit. If he succeeds against Helmsley but fails to 
stir emotions further on down the line with other oppo- 
nents, then no matter how popular he is today, his viabili- 
ty as a top tier performer will be called into question. 

We don't expect that to happen. Although we wouldn't 
have known it before this year, Batista has a knack for 


making the most out of each and every moment. He 
doesn’t waste words on mundane banter, use exaggerat- 
ed facial expressions when a more understated one 
would be more suitable, or attempt to do things in the ring 
that are beyond his limitations. He knows his strengths 


} and plays to them. That's why he is where he is—and 


why the state of Raw improved instantly once it became 
apparent that he was the man to build around. 

How odd it was, then, for Raw to actually improve 
once it became clear that the man WWE thought was 
going to be the future of the business wasn’t ready to 
assume the position yet. 

Randy Orton was supposed to be exactly where 
Batista is today. If WWE's plans had gone exactly how 
they were supposed to go, we imagine that Orton and not 
Batista would have been the winner of the 2005 Royal 
Rumble, that Orton and not Batista would have chal- 
lenged Triple-H for the championship at WrestleMania 
21, and that Orton and not Batista would be the wrestler 
around whom Raw was building during the next year. 

Unfortunately for Orton, it didn’t turn out that way. 
Instead, 2005, the year that was supposed to be his to 
dominate, became Batista’s. 

The change in Orton’s fate happened slowly and, not 
surprisingly, at around the same time Batista began to 
emerge as a dark horse candidate to ascend to the high- 
est level. It began with his feud with Triple-H. Although he 
had a number of fans behind him, they weren't all that 
passionate. They weren’t on the edge of their seats 
awaiting his next appearance on Raw, and they weren't 
hanging on his every word once he stepped into the ring. 
Yes, they were pleased that he was ascending the ladder 
and impressed by his performances, but they weren’t 
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lathering up for any of his matches or anticipating his next 
victory. His defeat of Chris Benoit for the Raw champi- 
onship, while historic, was not the momentum-changing 
event WWE had hoped it would be. 

And when “The Game” wrested the title from Orton 
just a month later, in Orton’s first high-profile defense, 
Orton lost much of the momentum he had. He has yet to 
get it back. 

So the Orton-Helmsley rematch that was supposed 
to happen at WrestleMania 21 got moved up to the 
Royal Rumble, Triple-H won again, and all was right 
in the world. 

Except in Randy Orton’s world. 

While Batista began showing signs of dissatisfaction 
with his status in Evolution, Orton slipped further. It 
became clear that the former champion wasn’t going to 
get his chance to main event WrestleMania. Instead, 
Orton battled the dizzying effects of a concussion and 
feuded with the likes of Tyson Tomko and Christian 
before sending out a challenge to The Undertaker. 

Exactly what happened with Orton is unclear, but it’s 
pretty safe to say that his arrogance, his GQ good 
looks, and his penchant for posing like a male model 
didn’t help his standing among WWE’s mostly male fan 
base. His fan favorite personality, which at times 
seemed strained, just didn’t click, either. While there 
were instances in which he seemed genuine, most of 
the time when he had the microphone, his glad-handing 
to the crowd felt forced and disingenuous, like he 
thought he was above his fan base. In return, his fans 
started to sour on him because they felt they couldn't 
trust him with their emotions. (There appeared to be 
more Triple-H fans than Orton fans in attendance at the 
Royal Rumble by the time their match ended.) 

So, in the end, the top tier traded away Orton and got 
Batista in return. Plus one, minus one. Seems fair 
enough. Of course, it has to be asked whether Raw could 
have done with two new top tier wrestlers instead of one, 
and the obvious answer to that question is, “Yes, of 
course it could have.” However, Orton’s failure to estab- 
lish himself in the top tier didn’t kill Raw’s momentum, 
either, because if you study Raw closely, you realize that 
its strength lies in its roster depth. 

From top to bottom or bottom to top, no matter how 
you look at the Raw roster, there’s not a lot of fat on it. 
Almost everyone has a purpose and a role, even the 
wrestlers who find themselves wrestling on Sunday Night 
Heat more often than on Raw. 

The top tier is as solid as it gets. Along with Batista 
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Chris Jericho vs. Edge is an 
interesting on-and-off feud 
now. Both help to give the 
Raw roster terrific depth, but 
they seem to be headed in 
opposite directions for now. 


Muhammad Hassan and Khosrow Daivari have been at the center of 
one of the more controversial WWE storylines in recent history. It's 


given a Raw a fascinating edginess at times. 
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and Triple-H, you have Chris Benoit and Shawn 
Michaels, with Orton, Chris Jericho, Edge, Kane, and 
even Ric Flair always ready to step up and assume a 
short-lived position on the elite level if need be. For a pro- 
motion that was struggling to identify true top tier talent 
not that long ago, that’s a heck of a lot depth with which 
to play. WWE matchmakers can plug any of these 
wrestlers into feuds with one another, and more often 
than not, fans will walk away from the scheduled match 
satisfied. Then, once the mission has been accom- 
plished, WWE can relegate the wrestler or wrestlers back 
to the mid-card if need be. 

Not that the wrestlers would be okay with that, though. 
Chris Jericho, for one, must be exceptionally tired of the 
ups and downs that come with being only a part-time 
main-eventer. Here’s a guy who was the first undisputed 
WWE champion. Then, after dropping the title, many 
industry insiders still saw him as Raw’s most valuable 
player despite his lack of staying power at the top of the 


card. In 2004, though, Jericho had his toughest year in a 
long time. He didn’t quite fit in with the top tier, but he 
seemed ridiculously out of place when relegated to mid- 
card status. In fact, it's been almost awkward watching 
him lately. Part of the fault lies with WWE's matchmakers, 
who have done more to hurt Jericho than to help him, but 
Jericho deserves some of the blame himself, too. 

Watch and listen to a Chris Jericho promo today. 
Study it and analyze it. Write down the verbiage and do 
your best to describe his facial expressions. Concentrate 
on his inflection of words and syllables. Then, after you're 
finished with that, throw in a tape of WCW Monday Nitro 
circa 1998. What you'll notice is that Jericho hasn't 
changed much over the years. Most of the time, he’s still 
doing the same over-the-top mannerisms that he did 
while he was a mid-carder in WCW—and that’s not good. 

Jericho may have matured in the ring, but as a charac- 
ter, he could use some freshening up. 

Like Y2J, Edge is a wrestler who isn’t content to 
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remain a part-time main-eventer. Unlike, Jericho, though, 
Edge is definitely on his way up. Thanks to his latest run 
as.a serious heel, he’s garnering newfound attention from 
fans who previously wrote him off as a goofy, long-haired 
pretty boy, and a good, hard look from WWE executives 
who have been waiting a very long time for the Canadian 
to finally find his niche. If he keeps building on his 
momentum, a run as Raw champion is a very distinct 
possibility. 

As for the mid-carders, Christian continues to stand 
out. His height and undistinguished look will likely forever 
prevent him from joining the top tier, but that doesn’t 
mean his contributions should go unnoticed. He’s one of 
Raw’s most consistent performers inside and outside the 
ring, and he’s guaranteed to be entertaining. The fact that 
he can look at home standing in the ring with main-even- 
ters just as easily as he does standing in a ring with his 


La Resistance is the most consistent regular tag 
team on the Raw roster at this point. Of course, 
Robert Conway and Sylvan Grenier are one of only 
a whopping two regular duos in the mix. 
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fellow mid-carders shows just how well he’s done over 
the years. “Captain Charisma” definitely deserves a little 
respect. 

The other Raw mid-carder that is definitely worth men- 
tioning in this section is Muhammad Hassan. Hassan, 
along with his manager, Khosrow Daivari, kicked up the 
reality factor for Raw over the past year in a way that 
made a lot of us uncomfortable. Hassan, along with all 
those WWE execs who gave his character and storyline 
the green light, were the subject of divisive criticism when 
he debuted, but now it appears that WWE knew what it 
was doing with Hassan all along. 

Hassan is not representative of every Muslim living in 
America. Heck, he’s not representative of the majority of 
Muslims living in America. Instead, Hassan represents 
those Muslims who feel that they’re being done wrong by 
other Americans simply because of how they look and 
the religion they practice. 

Is it a polarizing, sometimes-hard-to-watch storyline? 
Absolutely. Is it sometimes difficult to listen to what 
Hassan has to say? Definitely. Do we dislike him im- 
mensely? Of course we do. 

Guess what then, people: That means Hassan, 
Daivari, and WWE have done their jobs extraordinary 
well. The characters and storyline started on ambiguous 
moral ground, but once WWE established Hassan’s 
motivations and made it obvious that 
he isn’t representative of most Arab- 
Americans, what we're left with is a 
very intelligent character that makes 
us uneasy because perhaps what 
he’s saying hits a little too close to 
home at times. 

It hasn’t been the first time Vince 
McMahon has pushed our buttons in 
such a way. 

Okay, now, despite all that we’ve 
written above, not everything is well 
in the Raw world—it’s just some- 
times hard to tell that because of the 
success that is currently permeating 
the brand. However, as you'll see, 
f the problems within Raw are easily 
identifiable when you’re looking for 
them. And no, we don’t just mean a 
little too much Triple-H on some 
Monday nights. 

Quick: Who are the current tag 
team champs, and from whom did 
they win their title? 

If you can answer that question 
immediately, you’re paying closer 
attention to Raw than most other fans 
these days. The Raw tag team divi- 
sion is, in all honesty, one of the weak- 
est the sport has ever seen. Outside 
of La Resistance and The Hurricane 


and Rosey, there isn’t 
another legitimate tag team 
on the entire roster. Not one. 
Sure, William Regal and 
Tajiri were champs as of 
press time, and Chris 
Jericho and Chris Benoit 
team from time to time, but 
take a look at the entire Raw 
roster and you'll realize that 
winning the brand’s tag 
team championship isn’t 
really that tough of an ac- 
complishment. Right now, it 
wouldn't be listed as much 
of a career highlight by 
many wrestlers who stick 
around the big leagues for 
more than a few years. 

No, the McMahons have 
never been terribly high on 
tag teams, but it’s still a part 
of the sport that many fans 
appreciate, so it shouldn't be 
given short shrift. 

Perhaps the» biggest 
dropoff from the last time we 
published a “State Of The 
Game’ issue is in Raw’s 
women’s division. Only a 
year ago, the division stood 
out as one of the brand’s 
hallmarks, and it was an 
honest-to-goodness suc- 
cess story. Bad matches 
between the divas were few 
and far between, and it 
wasn’t uncommon for the 
evening’s women’s match to 
be regarded even higher 
than the night's main event. 

Not anymore. Thanks to fi 
the introduction of all those 
new pretty-faced and shape- 
ly divas, WWE decided to release a number of women 
who could actually strap on the boots and wrestle, most 
notably Jazz and Gail Kim. Lita, who struggled to fit in 
upon her return from a broken neck, blew out her knee 
just as fans were starting to embrace her again, and just 
after she had recaptured the women’s title. Stacy Keibler 
has never been anything special in the ring, and it doesn’t 
look like any of the recent signees will be much competi- 
tion for Stratus (no offense, Christy)—which means that 
Stratus, Victoria, and Molly Holly will be faced with keep- 
ing the division afloat while waiting for reinforcements. 

It won’t be an easy job. After all, we’ve already seen 
these three wrestle with and against one another in every 
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When both women are healthy, we still can see intense matches between Lita and Trish Stratus 
(above), but most agree that the division hasn’t been the same since Christy Hemme, Carmella, 
et al arrived through the diva search (below). The roster depth is nonexistent. 


combination possible. Unless they get some reinforce- 
ments, keeping their feuds and matches fresh seems like 
an impossibility. 

No, Raw isn’t perfect, but it’s not unfair to say that it’s 
getting closer to where it was during the height of the late- 
1990s boom period. The only thing it’s lacking is a stand- 
out superstar who becomes an overnight sensation and 
drives fans to the gates—and Batista might turn out to be 
that man. Fans are finicky, and ratings might never hit the 
6s again, but that doesn’t mean that what you’re watching 
every Monday night isn’t as good as—and on some spe- 
cial nights, even better than—what you watched during 
the Monday night wars. 


a JULY/2005 a 33 


While we'd love to be able to tell you that Smackdown 
is every bit.as strong as that other WWE. brand; we 


cant honestly do that. 


Still, let's not be so quick to bury 


JBL, John Cena, and friends 


S FANS AND reporters, we can 

sometimes be downright brutal to this 

sport we profess to love. We pick it 
apart.incessantly and needlessly, choosing to 
look ‘forsits. tiniest flaws instead of praising its 
highlights. We have this horrible-cannibalistic 
tendency to eat the careers of wrestlers who 
are only trying to perform their very best for 
us—and then when they fade away into 
obscurity, we never make mention of them 
again, our job of chasing them from the sport 
finished. Of course, by then, we've already 
focused our attention and wrath on the next 
wrestler to come down the line who isn’t quite 
perfect, isn’t quite ready for the big time, yet 
has been given an opportunity at the big time 
nevertheless. 

It's not his fault. It’s never his fault. Yes, he 
may have the look and the build to make cer- 
tain people with power think that it’s worth- 
while to put him in the mix while he’s still 
green, but he’s not the one who is making 
the final decisions. Someone else gave the 
go-ahead to put him in the ring when he’s 
obviously not ready, yet oftentimes, that 
someone gets by without much criticism 
directed his way. 

Of course, management isn’t entirely 
shielded from our wrath, either. Whenever we 
can, we focus on flaws in strategy and execu- 
tion, harshly critique free agent signings, and 
lambaste entire show lineups. And because 
we're doing it to management, we sometimes 
get overtly savage. When this happens, our 
mouths (or our fingers, if we’re typing) become 
gateways for criticism that is neither fair nor 
impartial, but we continue with it nonetheless. 
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JBL has been one of the main targets of Smackdown haters over the last 
year, but even his staunchest critics grudgingly conceded that as his 
Smackdown title reign wore on, he was doing a better-than-expected job. 


Every once in a while, we fans 
and reporters decide that it’s time 
to tear down an entire organiza- 
tion from top to bottom. We re- 
lease our fury on wrestlers, man- 
agement, and maybe even the 
poor ring crew workers who 
spend hours before and after 
each show making sure that what 
goes on in the ring—and only 
what goes on in the ring—gets 
our full attention. 

It'ssso-much_easierandsfash= 
ionable to criticize ineptitude than 
it is to praise hard work and quali- 
ty wrestling and actually admit 
that you enjoyed something. It’s 
so much easier to predict doom 
and gloom than to perform an 
analysis that results in a promis- 
ing forecast. It's much less time 
consuming to say, “Hey, look 
what the promotion did wrong 
there,” instead of searching out 
and unearthing what the: promo- 
tion did-right. 

Shame on all of us who settle 
for dishing out mediocre criticism 
than actually looking to find posi- 
tive stories to debate and discuss. } 
Shame on all of us who hop onto 
a negative story because we feel 
like we can. 

Shame on all of us for treating 
Smackdown like it hasn’t had any- 
thing good to offer over the past 
year or so. 

The Smackdown brand isn’t in as bad of shape as you 
might have been led to believe. Instead, it’s simply been 
the lesser of the two WWE brands—and considering the 
roll that Raw has been on lately, that’s not exactly a harsh 
Criticism. It’s just a statement of fact. 

For all the horrible things you’ve heard about 
Smackdown, when you take a look at its past few months 
all at once and stop nitpicking certain stars just because 
it's become fashionable to do so, what you'll realize is 
that Smackdown has been giving us a pretty enjoyable 
wrestling show to watch most Thursday nights. 

If you want a bad Thursday night show to talk about, 
pop in tapes of old WCW Thunders, and then we'll have 
a nice, long discussion. As it is right now, though, Smack- 
down isn’t bad, it’s just so completely different than what 
we've come to expect out of wrestling shows that we 
can't help but criticize it. 

Yes, it’s different, strange, perhaps even a little out- 
landish and disjointed, but it’s not all bad. 

John Bradshaw Layfield has had a much better run 


ber-one star in 2005 and perhaps beyond. He knows how to electrify a crowd. 


than anyone has given him credit for—and that’s a fact. 
Maybe some people just hate to admit it. 

Picture this scenario: You go to your job every day, 
and every day you log on to your computer and are 
immediately bombarded with e-mails criticizing every 
thing you do. Some people don’t like how you dress, oth- 
ers don't like your attitude, the guy a few cubicles down 
from you thinks you made a crappy cup of coffee last 
Wednesday ... if you can be criticized for it, you are—and 
expressions of kind words or thoughtful appreciation of 
what you do and how hard you work only reach your ears 
every so often. The rest of the time, the compliments are 
drowned out by a mass of largely unwarranted criticism. 

How long do you think you'd last at that job? A week? 
Maybe two. Layfield began living that life from the 
moment he won the championship on June 27, and he’s 
still having to wade through that muck every day. He 
hasn't given in to the critics who have questioned his 
position as Smackdown’s top star. He hasn't let their 
nasty barbs taint his performances—both in the ring and 
outside of it. He hasn't recoiled from the massive amount 
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of negative feedback that surrounded his ascension to 
the sport's top tier; instead, he’s used it as motivation to 
prove every single one of his doubters wrong. 

Speaking of.wrong, what, if anything, has JBL done 
wrong? Since. the Germany. goose-stepping fiasco, for 
which he deserved’every last bit of the criticism he 
received, he’s been nothing»more than a good soldier 
doing exactly what his bosses ask of him and maybe a 
little more. He hasn’t been afraid to make fun of himself 
(nor has he been afraid to defend himself in his online 
column for wwe.com), and he’s stepped it up in the ring 
to such a degree that it’s hard to consider him a liability. 
He’s looked strong against numerous opponents, 
including Eddie Guerrero, The Undertaker, Booker T, 
and The Big Show. He even faced Show in a barbed- 
wire steel cage._match and walked (okay, make that 
crawled) away the victor. 

As for his promos, well, he took that ball and ran with 
it, establishing himself as. one of the most entertaining 


lf WWE ever wants to tone down Smackdown’s 
outlandishness, all it needs to do is revisit the 
classic Eddie Guerrero-Kurt Angle feud of 
2004. It was pure athleticism at its finest. 
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men in the business when it comes to microphone work. 

No, JBL isn’t one of the most likeable guys in this busi- 
ness. We don’t have to support the way he acts or what 
he says in the ring (or away from it), but when it comes to 
his wrestling acumen and his surprisingly masterful ability 
to command the attention of an audience, we cannot 
offer much criticism. 

One thing to note about JBL: He's not at all what we 
expected. He’s not “Stone-Cold” Steve Austin, The 
Rock, or Triple-H. He doesn’t come across as a natural, 
and because of his past as a member of The APA, it 
was hard to take him seriously. We were too focused on 
his past to take him at face value in the present—and 
our inability to do that clouded. everything ‘else Smack- 
down’ had going, forsit;;which is in all likelihood more 
than you realize. 

Take a quick look at that Smackdown roster, and what 
you'll find is a listing of some of the top names in the sport 
today. JBL, Kurt Angle, Eddie Guerrero, John Cena, The 
Undertaker, Rey Misterio Jr., The Big Show ... we'll put 
those names up against any roster in the world, and if the 
comparison doesn’t come out at least even, we'll eat only 
dry Grape-Nuts for a month. In fact, Smackdown might 
have more proven main event talent than even Raw 
does—and if you read our “State Of Raw” feature, you 
know that’s saying a lot. 

JBL, of course; leads the way, but everyone else pre- 
viously mentioned isn't 
that far behind. The 
Undertaker is one of only 
two full-time legends on 
the WWE roster, the other 
being Shawn Michaels. 
Eddie Guerrero is the 
Smackdown version of 
Chris Benoit, so we’re 
even there. While he’s not 
his equal athletically, JBL 
is just as good at riling up 
a crowd as Triple-H, so 
we’re close to even up 
there, too. Cena, because 
of his streetwise manner- 
isms and general cool 
factor, might have a 
stronger upside than even 
Batista. The Big Show is 
the only man of his 
stature; there’s no one 
else in this business who 
brings such a larger-than- 
life presence to the sport. 
Kurt Angle earns a favor- 
able comparison when 
standing next to Raw’s 
Austin; both men are 
injured, but Angle wres- 


It's funny that while so 
many of us appreciate 
the over-the-top Under- 
taker character (below), 
Heidenreich (bottom) is 
viewed as too cartoon- 
ish. Okay, so he ‘doesn’t 
have near the skills of 
Taker yet;-but'still ... 


tles at least occasionally and is still an important 
cog in the Smackdown machine. Austin, on the 
other hand, is more like a special guest star at this 
stage of his career. 

Then, of course, you have to check out the guys 
on the main event periphery. Carlito Caribbean 
Cool looks like he’s in for a healthy push once he 
gets healthy again. And there's still no one quite like 
Rey Misterio Jr. The cruiserweight who isn't just a 
cruiserweight gets. people (especially. Latinos)..to 
buy:tickets to.arena events and probably boosts the 
buy rates of Smackdown pay-per-views simply by 
wrestling on them. He’s one of a kind, and he’s 
exclusive to Smackdown. 

Speaking of one of a kind, let's not forget that 
the injured Rob Van Dam is also a member of 
the Smackdown team. RVD, perhaps the most 
underutilized wrestler WWE has on either of its 
rosters, has a very loyal fan base and a distinc- 
tive style that would look incredible in regular 
main event appearances, if he would ever be 
awarded them. 

Every day that RVD remains in the mid-card is a 
day that WWE matchmakers should scold them- 
selves for not using him properly. When he’s 
healthy, he’s a star of the highest order. 

No, it’s not the Smackdown roster that’s hurting it 
among wrestling’s more critical fans. If anything, it’s 
the way the Smackdown roster is used. 

We're going to come right out and say it: 
Smackdown has a bit of a Saturday Night's Main 
Event feel to it. Many of the wrestlers seem like 


they're taken directly from that 
era, when wrestling hadn't yet 
pulled back its curtain, and 
when we watched such char- 
acter-driven wrestlers as Repo 
Man, Earthquake, Typhoon, 
Hercules, and the original 
incarnation of the Big Boss- 
man. Back then, wrestling 
fans were more apt to sus- 
pend their disbelief, which is 
why today’s older, more vocal, 
more educated fans are hav- 
ing a hard time adapting to the 
Smackdown roster. 

Case in point: Heidenreich. 
We're expected to believe that 
he’s a little bit crazy, a little bit 
screwy in the head. On occa- 
sion, he’s spoken of voices 


} talking to him and inexplicable 
| fears. He even enjoyed the 


feel of being wrapped up in a 
straight jacket; it felt like 
“home” to him. 
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In today’s more realistic world of professional 
wrestling, Heidenreich is a throwback to an older, more 
innocent time—and we’re okay with that. Not every 
wrestling fan wants to have insider news always at his fin- 
gertips orthe latest backstage gossip waiting for him 
when he opens his*e-mail* It’s quite possible that some 
fans want to go to an arenaevent to get.caught up in the 
actions of the over-the-top characters and not to spend 
the three or so hours debating backstage politics. 

The purists who tell you that enjoying wrestling for 
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the characters and not just for the in-ring competition is 
wrong to forget that they probably first got into wrestling 
because of the larger-than-life characters they saw on 
their televisions—characters akin to Smackdown’s JBL, 
Heidenreich, Kenzo Suzuki, Rene Dupree, and, yes, 
The Undertaker. 

Go ahead, try to tell us that JBL isn’t a modern-day 
version of “Million-Dollar Man” Ted DiBiase and that 
‘Taker isn’t popular because of his otherworldly “Dead 
Man” gimmick. If you can convince us of that, we'll give 
you your very own editorial cubicle inside our plush 
new Offices. 

Smackdown is different from Raw, and in today’s 
wresiling’s marketplace, in which WWE essentially owns 
the market, that’s a.good:thingsWe shouldnt want 
Smackdown and Raw to be too much alike. If they were, 
wrestling could get very boring very easily. 

Smackdown isn’t without its warts, though. First 


There are more than a few rea- 
sons for Smackdown fans to get 
excited about the future. We’ve 
only seen a hint of what young 
Carlito Caribbean Cool can do. 
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Probably the most frequent criticism of Smackdown is that some of its most exciting stars aren’t 
used properly. Will WWE ever stop holding RVD down (above left) ... and will it ever give Chavo 
Guerrero Jr. (above right) and the cruiserweights the respect they deserve? We don’t know. 


and foremost, WWE must do everything within its 
power to promote the fact that Raw isn’tthat’s right, 
isn’t—the company’s flagship program. That belief 
among WWE's fan base, whether correct in its think- 
ing or not, damages Smackdown’s image among the 
wrestling public. Of course, WWE can’t go ahead and 
promote Smackdown as the company’s flagship pro- 
gram, either. Such a move would only harm Raw in 
the long run. 

What WWE needs to do is to abandon the concept of 
a flagship show altogether. There’s a feeling among the 
wrestling community that Raw still gets treated as such, 
and Jim Ross reinforces that notion when he occasion- 
ally calls it just that on the air. It's usually the show on 
which major announcements that affect both brands are 
made and usually the first stop for former stars returning 
to a part-time gig. 

In case you haven't noticed, Austin, The Rock, and 
Mick Foley all seem to gravitate toward Raw whenever 
they’re back in Vince McMahon’s plans. 

Right now, Smackdown feels like the secondary 
brand. Until that changes, it’s going to be constantly fight- 
ing that little brother syndrome and getting hurt by it. 

One thing that would help Smackdown in this pursuit 
would be the creation of an instantly recognizable 
championship title belt, because if you put the champi- 
onship belts of Raw and Smackdown side by side and 
asked most fans which belt they felt was the most pres- 


tigious, nine out of every 10 people would probably 
point to that Raw belt. 

Why? Because it’s the belt that we've seen Ric Flair 
Carry around with him more times than we can count. It’s 
the belt that Sting and Hulk Hogan made famous. It’s the 
belt that Bill Goldberg wore during his phenomenal run as 
WCW champion. 

I's a belt that has history attached to it, which cannot 
be said even a little bit about the Smackdown belt. WWE 
would be smart to commission a brand new, highly dis- 
tinctive belt for Smackdown, retire the one that’s currently 
in use, and then make sure that another one is never 
used again. 

Right now, believe it or not, we'll argue that Smack- 
down’s positives do outweigh the brand’s negatives. 
Sure, Creative could do better with it (we could make the 
argument that the cruiserweight division is still being over- 
looked and underpushed, after all these years), but if we, 
professional wresiling’s fans and reporters, can put aside 
our own biases and accept Smackdown for what it is and 
not what we'd rather it be, we’d be sure to find out that 
the brand isn’t deserving of al/ the criticism it has received 
over the past year. 

Smackdown isn’t better than Raw; it’s just different. 
The sooner we all start to realize that, the more we'll 
enjoy following it. And isn’t that what professional 
wrestling is all about, putting aside your cares and escap- 
ing into a world that’s so unlike your own? Oj 
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It's the issue that never goes away when talk turns to TNA. 
Established former WWE stars or new, younger, home- 
grown talent? Which group should be getting the stronger 
push? There's no easy answer, and while TNA has a lot 
going for it in 2005, the outlook is as uncertain as ever 


HEN DUSTY RHODES took over matchmak- 
Wy ing duties late last year, TNA executives 

reportedly gave him six months to turn the 
company around and to start to move the bottom line 
from the red ink into the black. 

As of this writing, Rhodes was about two-thirds of the 
way through that six-month period, and while TNA execu- 
tives will tell you they are pleased with 
Rhodes’ work, there are still plenty of ques- 
tions about whether TNA can ever become a 
viable promotion capable of standing on its 
own two feet. The bottom line is TNA has not 
turned a profit since its inception in June 2002. 
It still must pay to put /mpact on the air on Fox 
Sports Net every week. (For some perspec- 
tive, consider that WWE receives $28-million 
per year from Spike TV for the right to air Raw 
and its secondary weekend shows per the 
terms of the contract that will expire this fall, 
and it reportedly asked for more during con- 
tract renegotiations.) Fortunately, the company § 
has received steady financial backing from 
Panda Energy, but there are limits to every § 
investor's willingness to support a money-los- 
ing investment. Hence the ultimatum to 
Rhodes. 

To Dusty’s credit, the monthly pay-per- 
views have been exciting and entertaining. 
The reviews have been largely more positive 


and Elix Skipper opportunities to show off their skills in 
meaningful matches. He has also injected experienced 
veterans with strong name recognition into the mix, as 
Kevin Nash and Dallas Page have both challenged for 
the NWA heavyweight title in compelling matches. 
Wisely, Rhodes has also attempted to reach out to 
the Hispanic audience. He attempted to make Hector 
Garza one of the company’s top fan favorites, only to 
have his plans shattered when Garza was arrested for 


than those for recent WWE PPVs. Rhodes When he’s not cavorting with his two lovely assistants, Tracy Brooks and 

Trinity, Dusty Rhodes is charged, as TNA booker, with getting the gare 
has given up-and-comers like A.J. Styles, at least closer to operating in the black. He has done some good things .. 
Christopher Daniels, America’s Most Wanted, but needs to do even more. 
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possession of steroids and 
deported back to Mexico. 
Rhodes then shifted focus to 
Puerto Rican star Apolo, and 
recently brought in Mexican 
standout Shocker. Courting that 
Hispanic market—one that is 
traditionally underrepresented in 
American wrestling—is a bril- 
liant move. 

The shift from weekly pay-per- 
view offerings to monthly events 
starting last fall has.also been’ a 
wise move. Monthly pay-per-view 
events give storylines time to 
build and develop. They also give 
those events more of a major 
league feel. Under the weekly 
PPV system, a win or loss could 
be forgotten days after the fact. 
Now every PPV match affects a 
wrestler’s standings in the rat- 
ings, giving everyone more for 
which to fight, and ensuring that 
every wrestler on the card will be 


giving his absolute best effort for !9 spite of what he hears from fans, insiders, and so many others, Jeff Jarrett doesn’t 


the big Sunday night shows. 
From an in-ring standpoint, there 
are a lot of reasons to get excited about TNA. Match 
quality has improved, driven largely by the consistently 
fantastic X division bouts Styles and others are delivering. 
These bouts have raised expectations, and other 
wrestlers have taken notice. The February clash between 
Jarrett and Nash looked awful on paper but turned into 
one of the best matches either man has had in several 
years. You have to believe both men were feeling the 
pressure going on after the remarkable Styles-Daniels 
“Ironman” contest. 

TNA has even tried to develop a bit of its own 
“Attitude,” hiring former WWE producer David Sahadi, 
who put together several strong video features to hype 
upcoming events. Furthermore, it stood up to legal 
threats from WWE by airing pixilated footage of TNA 
wrestlers B.G. James, Abyss, Shane Douglas, and 
Tracy Brooks crashing a WWE commercial shoot at 
Universal Studios in Orlando. That was the kind of 
stunt WWE would have tried during the Monday night 
wars with WCW, and it could be the kind of thing that 
TNA uses to cultivate a hip, rebellious image to play 
against the stodgy WWE. 

All this is good news for TNA, and taken on its own, 
would seem to indicate the company has grown stronger 
and more secure in the last year. That isn’t necessarily 
the case. While the buy rates for the monthly PPVs have 
far exceeded those for the weekly offerings, TNA is still 
losing money overall. Its fan base has not grown enough, 
despite the fact that it now has that national TV outlet with 


seem ready to step aside and let someone else reign as NWA champion. But a change at 
the top really does seem long overdue. 


its deal with FSN. In some ways, TNA still comes across 
as an old-fashioned Southern wrestling promotion, and 
that doesn’t always play well with fans in the Northeast or 
on the West Coast. 

That was a stigma that haunted WCW at times, and 
TNA could certainly do more to change that perception. 
On several occasions, TNA has tried to endear itself to 
country music and NASCAR fans, including by having 
NASCAR announcer Jeff Hammond (teaming with B.G. 
James) score a controversial pinfall over Frankie 
Kazarian, who was teaming with Michael Shane. 
Wrestling fans don’t always react well to a personality 
from another sphere getting into the ring and beating an 
established wrestler when that personality clearly isn’t the 
athletic equal of the wrestler. They tend to see that as a 
slap in the face to the sport they enjoy, while promoters 
see it as a way to get mainstream publicity and perhaps 
expose new viewers to the sport. Many insiders consid- 
ered that match to be a factor in Kazarian’s decision to 
leave TNA and pursue a WWE developmental deal. 

It is essential for TNA to satisfy its own fans before it 
looks to expand. 

That brings us to one of the main problems with TNA 
since its inception: the schism between established stars 
and young wrestlers. During the past year, TNA has 
brought in Nash, Page, Scott Hall, Roddy Piper, Billy 
Gunn, Sean Waltman, and Jeff Hardy. While all of these 
wrestlers have name recognition from competing either in 
WWE or WCW and still have something to offer, the 
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average fan sees them as WWE castoffs and might be 
reluctant to buy them as championship-caliber competi- 
tors. After all, Page was utterly destroyed by The 
Undertaker in their brief feud, and Piper, Nash, and Hall 
looked old and slow in their last WWE runs. The last time 
Gunn was on the national radar was during his ambigu- 
ously gay run with Chuck Palumbo, and Waltman has 
spent a lot of time in wrestling purgatory since his X 
Factor group failed to make any impact in WWE a few 
years ago. His less-than-flattering appearance on VH-1’s 
The Surreal Life isn’t going to help his image any, either. 
Of those free agents, Hardy seemed to have the 


DDP (above) got his shot at 


g 
and also came‘up short. 
Page might be a decent 
short-term fix. Brown, on 
the other hand, could be a 
terrific long-term champion. 
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greatest upside, but his weaknesses were exposed dur- 
ing his early matches against Styles and Jarrett. Now 
Hardy is working hard to prove he is worthy of his prime 
spot on the TNA roster, but his drawing power has been 
compromised. 

Rhodes and TNA management seem to think these 
names from wrestling past will grab the attention of disen- 
chanted fans who watched during the peak years of 1998 
through 2001, when these stars were at the top of their 
game. The thinking is that these veterans might be able 
to draw initial interest and PPV buys, and then the 
younger stars will hook these fence-sitting fans. Whether 
that really works is debatable. 

On paper, TNA offers something for everyone—from 
Mexico- and Japan-influenced technicians to hardcore 
brawlers, from former world champions to “Ultimate X” 
bouts. The problem is that many people now perceive 
TNA to be a company that caters to wrestlers who could 
no longer cut it in WWE. TNA hasn’t done itself any 
favors by pushing these wrestlers much harder than 
wrestlers with much more long-term potential, such as 
Daniels, Styles, Monty Brown, and Michael Shane. So 
many of today’s fans are accustomed to fast-paced, ath- 
letic matches, but outside of the X division, TNA is feed- 
ing its fans a steady diet of disqualification finishes and 
outside interference, just like WCW circa 2000. 

To TNA’s credit, the company has made an effort 
to differentiate itself from both the old WCW and 
WWE with those truly innovative X division matches 
and six-sided ring. Its steel cage matches have been 
some of the best in years and have blown away most 
of WWE's recent offerings. But these innovations 
have taken a backseat to hotshot celebrity storylines 


and stale wrestlers battling for the NWA title. 

It has become obvious that Jarrett, the man holding 
that NWA title, has been on top for far too long. Jarrett is 
a solid wrestler who gives better-than-average promos, 
but he has been NWA champion for so long that fans 
just don’t believe he’s ever going to relinquish the title 
(although a lot of the people who show up for /mpact 
tapings in Orlando continue to loudly implore him to do 
so whenever he steps into the ring). Nearly all of Jarrett’s 
big matches end with his guitar coming into play, and 
frankly, no one really understands why. The TNA version 
of Jarrett doesn’t play the guitar, nor does he even claim 
to be able to do so. But for some inexplicable reason, he 
always has a guitar handy. In any case, almost every 


one of Jarrett’s match- 
es for the past year 
has ended with him 
playing a tune upside 
someone’s skull to 
steal a win. 

With few truly excit- 
ing viable contenders 
on the horizon ready 
to take the title, why 
should fans be expect- 
ed to keep paying to 
see Jarrett defend it? 
He has already used 
the guitar to defeat 
Nash, Styles, Brown, 
Raven, and so many 
other challengers. 

It is no secret that 
Jarrett and his father, 
Jerry, are also part of 
the TNA management 
team, and fans sus- 
pect Jarrett simply 
does not want to give 
up his championship. 
Fans and media mem- 
bers are quick to over- 
look all of Jarrett’s 
good points and sim- 
ply claim he is NWA 
champion because of 
his corporate position. 
The fact is, if fans don’t 
buy the heavyweight 
champion as the com- 
pany’s best wrestler, 
they are less likely to 
spend money to sup- 
port the company. 
While Rhodes has 

done a good job of 
freshening things up 
and creating some intriguing matchups, as long as 
Jarrett holds the title, there will be a perception that 
things are not changing. TNA desperately needs a 
fresh face to have a solid run with that championship. 
Right now, Page seems to be one of the company’s 
top choices, but Page is damaged goods. The com- 
pany could use someone who has not been tainted 
by past experience in WCW or WWE or a serious 
injury risk. 

Styles would seem to be a logical choice, but the pro- 
motion seems reluctant to put all of its support behind 
him, feeling he is too small and not exceptional with pro- 
mos. Styles always delivers the goods from bell to bell, 
but he has said on numerous occasions that he 


A.J. Styles and Christopher 
Daniels are anchoring the X 
division at this point and 
doing a fantastic job. Neither 
appears likely to make much 
of a splash in the heavyweight 
division in 2005. That could be 
both good and bad news. 
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requested a return to the X division and is more com- 
fortable there. 

Daniels is another possible choice, but TNA has yet to 
integrate him.into its heavyweight roster. Daniels has 
been primarily a tag team-and X division performer, and 
he would need a few sustained feuds against the compa- 
ny’s top singles stars before the fans would be willing to 
accept him as a legitimate NWA title contender. 

Perhaps the best bet of all is Brown. “The Alpha Male” 
has his limits as a wrestler, but properly promoted, he 
could become TNA's answer to Goldberg. Like Goldberg, 
he has NFL experience, which should give him credibility 
with the mainstream media. He is charismatic and 
intense and could be just the boost of adrenaline the 
company so desperately needs. However, Brown was 
already rushed into matches with Jarrett, only to be 


dropped back down to the middle of the card. It will be dif- 
ficult for TNA to build him back up after he has already 
been pinned by Jarrett. Perhaps his heel turn at Des- 
tination X was the first step in some master plan. 

We've mentioned it before, but TNA is at an important 
crossroads. The move to Orlando has given the company 
an opportunity to reach out to new fans. /mpact has given 
TNA a national outlet to build storylines and promote pay- 
per-views. Matches are of higher quality, and there 
seems to be a buzz building among fans. 

But is TNA ready—or able—to take the next step? Will 
the company be willing to gamble and make a young, 
unproven wrestler its new franchise player? 

The fact that Rhodes was given just six months to turn 
things around shows. that. management is feeling the 
pressure to begin making money. And as any wrestling 
promoter will tell you, no one makes money overnight in 
the wrestling business. It takes time to differentiate your 
product from the pack and to build wrestlers to a point at 
which the fans feel like they have a personal attachment 
to them. Rhodes still has a lot of work to do. 

TNA also has to be feeling pressure from the 
announcement that WWE will be opening a new develop- 
mental territory in Atlanta. TNA simply cannot compete 


It’s difficult to gauge just where both 
Abyss and Jeff Hardy belong on 
TNA cards. They’ve had an interest- 
ing mid-card feud. Hardy could get 
more shots at the NWA title, while 
Abyss seems to have a strong up- 
side as well. > 
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TNA has done a good job building up America’s Most Wanted 
(above) as excellent homegrown talent. It could do the same with 
many of its other young stars. But with WWE expanding its develop- 
mental system, it must beware talent raids. Not long after losing to 
NASCAR announcer Jeff Hammond (left), Kazarian signed with WWE. 


with the salaries WWE is able to pay or the stability that the 
company as a whole offers. Kazarian was one TNA wrestler 
who opted to leave TNA for a developmental deal after his 
TNA contract expired last year. Even though he could be 
earning less under a developmental deal than he would with 
TNA, he has his foot inside the door of WWE and could 
potentially earn far more in the long term than he’d ever see 
in TNA. 

As WWE begins to sign wrestlers for the Atlanta territo- 
ry, you can be sure several TNA stars will feel the tempta- 
tion to jump when they legally can. That means TNA is 
going to have to try to contractually lock up any talent it has 
designs on using or risk having unused or underused talent 
move to Atlanta. 

Make no mistake: TNA has improved over the past year. 
‘|| More people are watching, and the matches are getting bet- 
"4 ter all the time. But the company is still on shaky ground 
ium) financially. It still seems to struggle to align itself with what 
the audience wants to see at times. The old guard seems 
©} unwilling or unable to let anyone new step up. We hope to 
7} see the right decisions and the proper changes made ... to 
ensure that the product improves, the bottom line improves, 
and TNA is still around to be evaluated in future “State Of 
The Game” analyses. O 
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STATE of 


Finding quality independent wrestling isn't necessarily 
so hard to do, even if you're not willing or able to travel. 
A lot of name tournaments have gotten especially big 
and worth seeing, either live or on videotape/DVD 


a INCE THE DEMISE of WCW and ECW in 2001, United States probably boasts more companies than any 
B the independent scene has steadily improved its other quadrant of the nation, you can find a thriving inde- 
overall quality, as well as gross quantity of promo- pendent promotion in every corner of our country. 
tions and live events. While the northeast part of the If attendance figures and video sales are to be be- 
lieved, one thing wres- 
tling fans love about the 
independent scene are 
the tournaments. Often 
presented as all-star 
extravaganzas, they 
are a type of competi- 
tion that WWE has ig- 
nored since eliminating 
the King of the Ring 
G pay-per-view from its 
annual schedule. With 
wrestling in general hit- 
ting a slump, the big- 
gest independent land- 
marks in the last year, 
and for the foreseeable 
future, are the top-shelf 
tournaments. 

The oldest of the 
heralded tournaments 
is the Super 8, a tour- 
nament first put togeth- 
er in 1997 by Jim Kett- 
ners East Coast Wres- 
tling Association. The 


ae} Super 8 remains the 


Ring of Honor remains the hottest independent in the U.S., and it’s still trying to expand. After Samoa Joe promotion’s strongest 
reigned for nearly two years, Austin Aries has taken over as ROH champ. He’s looking stronger all the time. annual show, and is 


46 a4 PWla 


one of the most-watched tournaments on the entire 
scene. Past participants read like a who’s who of current 
or former indy greats, with winners ranging from Chris- 
topher Daniels (twice) to Simon (formerly Lance) Di- 
amond to Low-Ki to Paul London. The Super 8, based on 
the Super J Cup made popular by New Japan Pro Wres- 
tling starting in 1994, is a true independent benchmark. 
Another East Coast mainstay, Combat Zone Wres- 
tling, hosts two popular tournaments each year. Its 
Best of the Best junior heavyweight tournament is a 
favorite among tape traders, and the ultraviolent Tour- 


ee._ 


Tournaments have be- 
come big draws on the 
U.S. indy scene. The 
Super 8, won in 2004 
by Chris Daniels (left), 
is the oldest and still 
the most prestigious. 
But newer events, like 
the one honoring Ted 
Petty (above) in IWA 
Mid-South, are pick- 
ing up steam. 


nament of Death 
makes some of 
the ECW’s blood- 
iest matches pale 
in comparison. 
Both events draw 
great crowds and 
are among the 
company’s most 
anticipated cards 
each year. 

CZW isn’t alone 
in the Philadelphia 
market—in fact, 
far from it. Both 
3PW and Jersey 

All Pro Wrestling promote in the New Alhambra (formerly 
the ECW Arena) on weekends when CZW is elsewhere, 
and have built their own loyal fan followings. While nei- 
ther cornpany is home to one of the scene’s bigger annu- 
al tournaments, both have found a certain degree of suc- 
cess in the crowded Philadelphia market. 

Of course, the biggest of the Philly promotions is Ring 
of Honor, which presents live shows throughout the 
Northeast, New England, and now even into the Midwest. 
With a fervent fan base and some astonishing atten- 
dance figures and DVD sales to prove it, Ring of Honor is 
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the independent scene’s resident power- 
house. ROH has staged both round-robin and 
elimination tournaments in the past few years, 
but none has really become an institution in 
the way that the Super 8 has. Its most recent 
effort, a trios tournament, might be added to 
the regular calendar. 

One of the smallest East Coast indepen- 
dents, CHIKARA, surprised the wrestling 
world by presenting the largest tag team tour- 
nament in history. Its three-night, 32-team 
Tag World Grand Prix 2005 brought together 
more teams for a single elimination tourna- 
ment than any other, even the legendary 
Crockett Cups of the NWA’s glory years. Pro- | 
motions from around the world sent teams to | = 
take part in this groundbreaking independent Lucha Libre stars like L.A. Park can attract big Rlopondent crowds, and not only 
event, and the result was a major step for- in the areas of the country you would expect. Would you believe Oregon? 
ward for the off-the-wall CHIKARA promotion. 

The winning duo, Minnesota’s Arik Cannon and Switz- gles wrestlers takes place not on the East Coast, but in 
erland’s Claudio Castagnoli, wrestled through five rounds the Midwest, in lan Rotten’s IWA Mid-South Wrestling. 
before taking the crown. There, 24 men compete each autumn to honor a de- 

The annual tournament with the biggest field for sin- ceased great of the sport. The Ted Petty Invitational ends 
— with a triple threat match, and past winners in- 

| clude wrestlers like Chris Hero and A.J. 
Styles. The triple threat match final is particu- 
larly fitting, since Ted “Rocco Rock” Petty 
achieved his greatest success in ECW, the 
promotion in which that match type first rose 
to popularity. Since becoming affiliated with 
the NWA, IWA Mid-South has stopped pro- 
moting hardcore death matches in the United 
States, but it still co-promotes an annual King 
of the Death Matches tournament with Big 
Japan Wrestling overseas. 

In the South, a relatively new yearly tradition 
has taken root in the form of the Jeff Peterson 
Memorial Cup, another tournament named in 
} tribute to a deceased wrestler. Peterson’s long 
1 battle with cancer was well-documented in our 
family of magazines, and his memory is now 
| honored each summer by NWA Florida and 
some of the circuit’s finest freelancers. Pro- 
ceeds from the tournament are usually donat- 
ed to charity, which is no small gesture; the 
event is typically one of Florida’s biggest inde- 


Nostalgia rules ... in the independents in some parts of the country, any- 
way. Who would have ever thought that a lot of people would pay to see pendent cards of the year. 
Adrian Street and Miss Linda in 2005? While tournament action on the indepen- 
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dents has become a consistently strong draw, it’s not the 
only thing working today. Nostalgia shows are doing big 
box office, especially when it comes to All Star Cham- 
pionship Wrestling. lts reunion shows, starring the likes of 
Jimmy Golden, Adrian Street, Robert Fuller, and other 
Southern legends, have proven that nostalgia can bring 
fans out in staggering numbers, and not just for a single 
event. Its Continental Reunion Tour has now encom- 
passed several cities and numerous events, all met with 
tremendous enthusiasm from fans of all ages. 

Lucha Libre has proven to have some staying power 
on the American scene as well, and not just in border 
areas like Southern California and Texas. Chicago has 
become a Lucha hotbed, with visits in recent months 
from some of Mexico’s biggest stars—El Hijo del Santo, 
Ultimo Guerrero, L.A. Park, and plenty of others. Oregon 
also has had its share of Lucha Libre extravaganzas, 
headlined recently by the likes of Atlantis and Los Vil- 
lanos. One of the best drawing independent promotions 
active today—Lucha VaVoom—combines a burlesque 
show atmosphere with Lucha Libre action. The result has 
been turnaway crowds at venues in California, and just 
about everywhere else VaVoom goes. 

Several independents, however, have crumbled 
and vanished in the last year or so. Gone are the likes 
of Jersey Championship Wrestling, Major League Wres- 
tling, and Lucha Xtreme Wrestling. Increasingly 
crowded markets 
that see promo- 
tions fighting over, 
in some instances, 
fewer and fewer 
fans have crushed 
some companies. 
While indepen- 
dent wrestling is 
virtually nonexis- 
tent in states like 
North Dakota and 
New Mexico, 
states like Penn- 
sylvania and In- 
diana are boom- 
ing with events 
and promotions. 

The changing 
times have creat- 
ed two new power 
players on the in- 
dependent scene, 
and they are nei- 
ther promotions 
nor athletes. The 
Internet has 
changed _ inde- 
pendent wres- 
tling in the last 


few years in ways that probably won’t be fully appreci- 
ated for some time. Companies that can’t afford ex- 
pensive advertising campaigns to increase awareness 
of their products have a free alternative in the form of 
the Internet, which reaches a more global audience 
than any broadcast or print ad possibly could. By pro- 
moting shows via wrestling Web sites, many indepen- 
dent groups that appeal to only local fans in small 
markets have garnered international attention for their 
wrestlers and events. The average wrestling fan of 2005 
is vastly more informed than the average wrestling fan 
of 1995, and this is due in some part to the wealth of 
information provided by the Internet. 

Another force in relation to American independent 
companies is the video house, like Smart Mark Video, 
which films, edits, and distributes tapes and DVDs for 
more than 40 independent promotions in the United 
States (and some from beyond). With worldwide shipping 
available, tiny independent cards can easily be enjoyed 
by fans all over the globe, and the video business is cur- 
rently sustaining more than a handful of growing indepen- 
dent companies. More than ever, the playing field is 
evening out between the larger and smaller independent 
companies, as the usefulness of the Internet expands 
with each passing day, and the independent video hous- 
es proliferate. That can only be considered good news for 
wrestling fans everywhere. O 


Are you living in California but would like to see, say, an International Wrestling Cartel match involving Chris 
Hamrick and Soldier held in Western Pennsylvania? It’s easier than ever to get a tape, thanks to video houses. 
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STATE of 


Promotions are struggling in Japan and Europe, 
while old and new rivalries are keeping things 
interesting in Mexico and in Puerto Rico. How are 
the international markets doing? It depends on 
which market you re asking about 


F ONE STATEMENT has held true over the last 
} eae in international wrestling, it is that the more 
things change, the more they do, indeed, stay the 
same. In Puerto Rico, two groups have been vying for 
dominance for years now, and the war continues to this 
day. Carlos Colon, the island’s greatest living legend, 
owns the World Wrestling Council, and for decades the 
WWC was the top company in Puerto Rico. In the last 
few years, that position has been overtaken by Victor 
Quinones’ International Wrestling Association, which has 
been around since the late-1990s, but only recently be- 
came a top-level attraction. The constant talent jumps 
and ratings fluctuations are reminiscent of the Monday 
night war between the WWF and WCW in the mid-to- 
late-1990s, as the two companies fight for the right to call 
themselves the number-one promotion on the island. 
Another deadlock is in place in Mexico, where AAA 
and CMLL have been battling back and forth for some 13 
years. Paco Alonso’s Consejo Mundial de Lucha Libre 
(which is sometimes referred to as “La Empresa,” or 
EMLL) has promoted cards in Mexico for more than 70 
years now, and is home to technical wizards like Blue 
Panther, Dr. Wagner Jr., and Felino. Its home base, 
Arena Mexico, is comparable to Madison Square Garden 
in terms of significance to Lucha Libre, and it is there that 
weekly crowds of staggering numbers turn out to support 
the promotion. Alonso’s old matchmaker, Antonio Pena, 


World Wrestling Council legend Carlos Colon has a bigger fight 
to worry about than anything he’s ever settled in the ring. His 
promotional war with Victor Quinones’ IWA has raged for years 
in Puerto Rico, and Colon hasn’t been getting the best of it. 
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split from the company in 1992 and 
formed his AAA group, which has 
served as the chief competition for 
CMLL ever since. 

While AAA is not known for its 
vast array of mat masters, its color- 
ful and bizarre cast of characters, 
mixed with a lot of high-flying action 
and WWE-style storylines, has 
earned it a solid following of its own, 
particularly among younger Lucha 
aficionados. The two companies 
have television programs that air 
back-to-back on the same network 
(Galavision), typically of equal 
length and with virtually identical 
production values, which keeps the 
playing field even to the average 
fan. Smaller Mexican companies 
like IWRG and ENESMA have 
struggled to make big impacts, as 
almost all the characters famous on 
a national level continue to work for 
either Alonso or Pena. While the in- 
dependents in and around Tijuana, 
Mexico City, and Monterrey are 
booming, upward mobility for talent 
is almost nonexistent. 

In Japan, the rise of mixed 
martial arts as an alternative to 
pro wrestling has certainly affect- 
ed the business of puroresu. Only 
three companies are consistently 
drawing audiences that allow 
them to be profitable: New Japan 
Pro Wrestling, Pro Wrestling 
NOAH, and Dragon Gate. New 
Japan, the senior player of the 
three, has seen its ups and downs 


since forming in the 1970s under CMLL can count Dr. Wagner Jr. as one of its top stars, but for how long? Wrestlers seem to 
Antonio Inoki, and compared to jump back and forth from CMLL to AAA in Mexico all the time. 


recent years, New Japan is hardly doing spectacular 
business. It has seen a few terrible turnouts for its 
major events in the last 12 months. 

Mitsuharu Misawa’s Pro Wrestling NOAH had the in- 
tense star power of Kenta Kobashi carrying it for the ma- 
jority of the last two years. With his recent Global Hon- 
ored Crown title loss to Takeshi Rikioh, a much lesser 
star, NOAH will be moving into scary territory in the com- 
ing months. Kobashi’s historic two-year title reign yielded 
great attendance figures for all of his big bouts, but the 
man couldn’t remain champion forever. With the un- 
proven Rikioh in the unfamiliar role of top draw, the com- 
pany’s future is a very big question mark. 

Dragon Gate, the company that broke off from Ultimo 
Dragon’s Toryumon last year under the guidance of Mag- 
num Tokyo, continues to do relatively well thanks to a fer- 


vent and loyal cult following. Boasting a roster made up 
almost entirely of young wrestlers with spectacular moves 
and entertaining characters, Dragon Gate avoids trying to 
fill giant arenas like New Japan and NOAH, and seems 
content to pack smaller venues in which it is favorably re- 
ceived and its merchandise sells in staggering quantities. 

Two companies suffering in the popularity depart- 
ment are Keiji Muto’s All-Japan Pro Wrestling and 
Super Delfin’s Osaka Pro. All-Japan, in years past, 
was in fierce competition with New Japan, but since 
the departure of Motoko Baba from the company, 
coupled with the ascension of Muto to the position of 
company president, All-Japan has struggled through 
some hard times. The recent announcement that top 
star Toshiaki Kawada would begin to wrestle as a 
freelance agent (he hadn’t had a contract for years) 
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New Japan head Antonio Inoki (inset) and All-Japan President Keiji Muto (above) have both enjoyed better 
days. Inoki seems convinced that mixed martial arts are the wave of the future (and present) in his country, 
and while Muto can still go in the ring, All-Japan has struggled under his leadership. 


came as an embarrassment to the ailing company. 

In the same way, the recently announced departure of 
nine wrestlers from Osaka Pro Wrestling has completely 
reversed the fortunes of the colorful independent. Delfin’s 
Osaka group, like Dragon Gate, had found consistent 
success running in small arenas and catering to its loyal 
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fan base. A number 
of the company’s 
most popular stars, 
including Takehiro 
Murahama, Ebes- 
san, and Gamma, all 
announced their de- 
partures from Osaka 
Pro at the same time, 
leading many to 
speculate that the 
company was falling 
apart. The affair has 
been such a public 
relations nightmare 
for Delfin that atten- 
dance has started to 
suffer already. 

Since the folding 
of Zero-One at the 
tail end of 2004, 
Shinjiro Otani has 
been trying to keep 
4] the company name 
~} alive. His new Zero- 
*\] One Max has picked 

‘| up tour dates and 
venues left behind by 
Shinya Hashimoto’s 
Original Zero-One, 
but the group is still 
=| struggling to achieve 
=«@@| success on the crowd- 

Fh] ed puroresu land- 
scape. With a virtual- 
ly identical roster, the 
new Zero-One Max 
| picked up almost 
exactly where the old 

Zero-One left off. 
| Another experi- 
ment, the Hustle pro- 
motion, which em- 
phasizes the enter- 
tainment aspects of 
wrestling much more 
than the athletic 
ones, has turned in- 
to a Rocky Horror 
Picture Show of 
sorts. By repackag- 
ing some of Japan’s top stars as monstrous carica- 
tures and buffoonish characters, the company has 
succeeded in only amusing a small percentage of 
Japanese fans. The group’s close affiliation with mixed 
martial arts promotion K-1 has led some to speculate 
that the whole point of Hustle is to further discredit 


puroresu and accelerate its decline in popularity. of the event could bring more widespread fame to the 
Outside of the traditional international hotbeds, news smaller promotions that have appeared on the European 

from places like Africa, Australia, and South America is map in the last few years. Each and every one of them 

tough to come by. In Europe, which tends to run hot and __ could use a boost in popularity right now. 0 

cold on wrestling, at least some activ- 

ity remains constant. The giant Wres- 

tling Channel Supershow in Coven- 

try, England, in March might have 

been just what was needed to invigo- 

rate the British scene. 
At the turn of the century, it 

seemed like England was gearing up 

for a major revival, having hit a 

slump that endured since the cancel- 

lation of the World Of Sport wrestling 

program in the mid-1980s. The Eng- 

lish independents made a brief come- 

back, and much of the rest of Europe 

followed suit. Especially in countries 

like Italy and Germany, wrestling 

bloomed anew, but things cooled off 

quickly. Even the addition of an all- 

wrestling cable station couldn’t help 

to sustain much interest. The recent- 

ly staged Supershow (put on by that 

same wrestling station) drew a crowd 

of more than 3,000 that was not 

afraid to show support for a non- 

WWE product (even though Mick 


Foley was on the card). The success 


Shinjiro Otani (below) has found it quite 
challenging to try to pick up where Shinya 
Hashimoto left off when he folded Zero- 
One last year. Otani’s new venture, Zero- 
One Max, is very similar in most respects. 


The A.J. Styles-Christopher Daniels feud has been featured in Ring of 
Honor, TNA, all over the U.S. indy circuit, and most recently as part of 
a supershow in England. The show was well-received, but it remains 
to be seen if it will help to invigorate the European scene. 
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Every sport needs stars, and there's never a shortage of 
them in wrestling. Are the men and women featured 
most prominently today living up to expectations? 


Could they do even more? Let's find out... 


RESTLING IS A lot like other sports in that 
Wy: top performers rotate all the time. Only a 
@@ precious few wrestlers have the skill, the 
willpower, or the dedication to remain atop the sport for 
more than a few years at a time. And even those wres- 
tlers who do perform at a consistently higher level 
experience power surges and outages of their own. 

Not even the biggest, strongest, and brawniest can 
resist the natural progression of the sport. To do so is 
to do the impossible. 

What goes up must come down. 

This year is no different. Some wrestlers who were at 
the top of the sport the last time we published a “State 
Of The Game” report didn’t make the cut for this time 
around. Maybe they spent too much time on the injured 
list (Rob Van Dam), maybe they left to pursue a career 
in the NFL (Brock Lesnar), or maybe they simply had an 
off year (Chris Jericho), but for whatever reason, their ca- 
reers are at a point at which they are no longer among 
the elite of the elite. 

On to those who are. 

You may not like John Bradshaw Layfield, 
but you sure have to respect him after what 
he’s done over the past year. He took all the 
criticism levied at him and proved his critics 
wrong time and time again. The Big Show, who 
was long plagued with cries that he was too 
heavy and too slow in the ring, just wrapped up 
one of the strongest years of his career. Jeff 
Hardy, a star everyone thought had burned 
himself out on the sport years ago, returned to 
the spotlight and made us remember how 
amazing a swanton bomb can look when deliv- 
ered with fluid accuracy. 

Of course, there are wrestlers who were 
seemingly bulletproof since the last time we 
tackled a “State Of The Stars” section. 

Triple-H continued on his journey to become 
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this generation’s Ric Flair despite his very Four 
Horsemen-esque group falling apart around him. 

Eddie Guerrero earned his first official credential 
backing up the claim that he’s one of the sport's all- 
time technicians when he captured the Smackdown 
championship and showed that sometimes skill can 
overcome size. 

Jeff Jarrett showed that the amount of controversy 
swirling around a wrestler doesn’t matter—only his win- 
loss record does. 

Yes, even with these stalwarts, things changed. 
Nothing remained completely status quo—and that’s 
exactly how we like it. After all, we’d rather be kept on 
our toes than slide off our seats with boredom. We 
begin our analysis by taking a look at the champions of 
Raw, Smackdown, and Total Nonstop Action as they 
stood at press time. 


There’s not much doubt that Triple-H has estab- 
lished himself as one of the sport’s all-time greats. 


Although he seems no- 
where near retirement, 
Triple-H’s legacy at this 
point seems to be pretty 
safe. But does he see it? 


However, we have a feeling that Triple-H is starting to 
feel the pressure of his place in the sport. He’s holding 
on to it a bit too tightly and afraid to do anything that 
would smear the reputation that he’s already estab- 
lished for himself—which is why he got himself into 
trouble with Batista. 

If Triple-H had allowed Batista to wrestle him for the 
championship while Batista was still a member of 
Evolution, had given him an opportunity on a pay-per- 
view or during an episode of Raw, Helmsley might 
have held an advantage entering the match. He 
wouldn't have shown Batista:;how afraid he was of him 
and wouldn’t have. given Batista extra motivation to 
win the match. As it is, however, Batista put Triple-H 
on the defensive—and all because Triple-H had al- 
lowed him to. 

Helmsley is still one of the sport's greats, and he’s 
going to be for a while yet. He generally has no reason 
to be afraid of anyone, as he’s done more during his 
career than almost everyone else on the Raw roster. 


Now it’s up to him to start acting like it. If not, he might & 


lose that aura of invincibility that’s been surrounding 
him these past few years—and we all know that’s not 
what he wants to have happen. 


- JOHN BRADSHAW LAYFIELD 


Once upon a time, JBL would have been one of the 
last people we predicted to become Smackdown 
champion. After all, it wasn’t long ago that he spent 
most of his time backstage with Faaroogq, his partner in 
The APA, playing poker and kicking back cold beers. 
Wrestling seemed like a secondary priority to handing 
out backstage whoopings. 

Not anymore. Once JBL donned the 10-gallon hat 
and began taking his singles career seriously, he rapid- 
ly ascended into Smackdown’s top tier. Of course, it 
didn’t hurt that after debuting his new look, he immedi- 
ately targeted then-Smackdown champion Eddie 
Guerrero. Guerrero defended his championship val- 
iantly, but when it came right down to it, Bradshaw had 
Guerrero scouted better than Guerrero had him scout- 
ed, so he walked away from their feud as the newly 
crowned Smackdown champion. 

Now that he’s been to the top of the mountain, 
though, where does he go from here? A number of fans 
can’t wait to watch him fall apart completely, but we 
don't think that’s going to happen. He's established him- 
self as someone who can match up quite nicely with 
anyone he stands in the ring against. There’s also no 
doubt that his promos are some of the best in the busi- 
ness right now. 

No matter how you look at it, Layfield is currently 
experiencing the peak of his career—and you shouldn't 
expect him to collapse anytime soon. Depending on 
the wrestler, peaks can last from a few months to a 
decade or even longer. Expect JBL’s peak to last at 
least another year or two. 


We don’t expect JBL to be a one-year wonder. His critics might 
be disappointed to hear that. 


JEFF JARRETT 


Jarrett is easily the most controversial figure in TNA. 
Many TNA fans simply don’t want him as NWA champion. 

In many ways, Jarrett’s run as NWA champion has 
been very similar to JBL’s run as Smackdown champi- 
on—except that the fans’ distaste for Jarrett might actu- 
ally surpass the fans’ distaste for Layfield. Layfield gets 
booed when he hits the ring; Jarrett hears chants that 
tell him to very plainly shut up and go away. There is a 
difference—and the difference is there because Jarrett, 
unlike JBL with Smackdown, is known to have a very 
strong hand in the backstage goings-on in TNA. 

Should that matter? Probably not, but it does—and it 
doesn’t look like it’s going to get any better for Jarrett in 
the near future. The fans want to see someone else at 
the top of the card, and they seem very dedicated to 
making their opinion known until someone else is resid- 
ing there. 

Considering this, Jarrett should consider taking a 
leave of absence from TNA. This, coming from us, is a 
very uncommon request, because most wrestlers don’t 
just make money from their contracts—they also make 
money based on how many appearances they make. 
We're not privy to Jarrett’s contractual status, so we 
don’t know if his contract is structured in such a way, 
but in order for Jarrett to reclaim some momentum, he 
might have to leave the ring for a couple of months in 
order to reset his career. 
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BATISTA 


Batista wasn’t expected to be in the position he 
found himself in at WrestleMania 21. Only a couple of 
months prior, that position was expected to have gone 
to Randy Orton, but when the fans didn’t take to Orton 
as WWE hoped they would—and when they did start 
getting behind Batista—WWE knew that it had to 
make a switch. 

Batista made the most of his good fortune. Now he’s 
legitimately at the top of the card and should be consid- 
ered one of Raw’s most important wrestlers. WWE 
can't allow him to take any missteps and can’t afford to 
promote him in any manner that could backfire. In 
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many ways, WWE has to protect him more than it has 
protected any other wrestler in recent memory—includ- 
ing Brock Lesnar. 

Okay, you might think that this is exactly the kind of 
handling that Batista needs in order to secure his future 
as one of the sport’s top performers. Well, we’re here 
to let you know that it isn’t. Batista isn’t a wrestler who 
can or should be caged and told what to do. He can’t 
be pigeonholed into certain roles and situations in order 
to elicit the proper reaction from fans. He must be 
allowed to act on his own, to throw his weight around 
the backstage area, and to single out any wrestler he 
wants to and then open up a can of whoop-ass on him. 

Batista must be allowed to do this, because if 
WWE forces him to.do otherwise, it'll be inhibiting the 
tendencies that made him so popular in the first 
place. He’s the promotion’s hottest star; now is not 
the time for WWE to start micromanaging him. Let 
Batista be Batista! 


Batista has a chance to 
do wonderful things at 
the top of Raw cards, 
especially if Creative 
takes a mostly hands-off 
approach to him. 


CHRIS BENOIT 


When Benoit took the Raw championship away from 
Triple-H at WrestleMania XX, he finally got gold to go 
with his reputation as one of the best in-ring performers 
in the history of the sport. That night, he shed tears of 
joy and relief, and when his long-time compatriot, then- 
Smackdown champ Eddie Guerrero, came out to con- 
gratulate him, their heartfelt embrace gave wrestling 
fans goosebumps. 

However, it's now been more than a year since that 
win—and just about nine months since he lost. the:title 
to young Randy Orton. Following the loss, Benoit 
stayed in the main event mix for a little while, but then 
he seemed to drop out of contention. Sure, he re- 
mained in the top tier, and he occasionally got a sniff of 
the championship, but something had changed. Some- 
thing was different. 

Going back over tapes and reviewing Benoit’s per- 
formances, we think we’ve figured it out: “The Crippler” 
was acting and wrestling exactly the same; it was the 
fans who were reacting to him differently. 

After Benoit lost the belt, fans who had rallied behind 
him seemed to move their support to other wrestlers on 
the roster. Some began cheering for Orton, others got 
behind Triple-H, and a smart few jumped on the Batista 
express nice and early. They had already watched 
Benoit get his well-deserved gold, so he had lost his 
underdog status in their eyes. 

For his part, we’re betting that Benoit’s fine with that. 
Favorite, underdog ... it doesn’t matter. He expects every 
match he’s involved in to end in the same exact way: with 
some poor soul frantically tapping out to the crossface. 

Expect Benoit to deliver another fine year—even if 
you’re not cheering for him as wildly as you were in 
years past. 


RANDY ORTON 


After defeating Chris Benoit for the Raw championship 
at SummerSlam, Orton had everything going for him: Not 
only did he become the youngest world champion in 
WWE history via that win, he was also charismatic, good- 
looking, and one of only four members of Evolution—the 
sport's most dominant and exclusive clique. 

Of course, as we know, Orton’s membership in 
Evolution lasted but 24 hours following his champi- 
onship win. Triple-H couldn't stand another member of 
the group holding the belt that he considered his per- 
sonal property, so he had Batista raise Orton high on 
his shoulders and then dump him down to the mat. One 
bloody beatdown later, Orton wasn’t just the youngest 
Raw champion in history—he was also the most fragile. 

He no longer had friends, and he had added three 
new enemies. Not surprisingly, he lost the title to Triple- 
H less than a month after winning it. 

Since then, Orton has watched as his standing in 
WWE has slipped. He remained in the top tier for a little 


Randy Orton could have 
been WWE’s star of new 
stars by now, but it wasn’t 
meant be ... yet. Don’t give 
up on him too quickly. 


while, but it wasn’t long before he was back on mid- 
card. As of press time, he seemed to be searching for a 
way to get back into the main event mix, so he did what 
a lot of people in similar situations have done: He chal- 
lenged The Undertaker to a match ... at WrestleMania. 
Don’t let it be said that the third-generation star 
doesn’t have guts. Better days are coming for him. 


TRISH STRATUS 


There’s no doubt that the buxom blonde Canadian, 
who started her career as a valet but quickly transi- 
tioned into being a full-time wrestler, is one of the best 
female wrestlers in the history of the sport. 

She might even turn out to be the best ever. 

Unfortunately for Stratus, she doesn’t receive free 
passes just because she’s held in such high regard. 
Oh, no. In fact, things might be tougher on her right 
now than they’ve been at any other stage of her career. 
Even though she’s currently at the height of her skills, 
she’s being expected to do a heck of a lot more with a 
heck of a lot less. 

Fair? Probably not, but that’s wrestling for you. 
When WWE decided to introduce so many new female 
faces onto Raw and Smackdown last year, the promo- 
tion also let some of its veteran women depart. Jazz, 
Gail Kim, Jacquelyn, and former Tough Enough cham- 
pions Nidia and Linda Miles all received their notice 
from the company at about the same time, and Ivory 
had already made the transition from wrestler to broad- 
caster/unofficial WWE ambassador—leaving the Raw 
women’s division deficient in terms of its most impor- 
tant commodity: women. 
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Sure, Victor- 
ia, Molly Holly, 
and Lita (when 
healthy) are all 
still around to 
@ share the load, 

] but if the wom- 
en’s division is 
going to contin- 
ue to be as 
impressive and 
entertaining as 
it was only a 
few years ago, 
Stratus will 
have to bear a 
lot of the weight. 
She’s going to 
be expected to 
keep the divi- 
sion interesting 
and make some 
new, largely un- 
skilled oppo- 
nents look de- 
cent in the ring. 

Considering 
everything else 
she’s done in her career, we expect she'll handle the 
pressure just fine. 


JOHN CENA 


Cena was expected to be the heir to “Stone-Cold” 
Steve Austin and The Rock. Blessed with a phenome- 
nal physique, a solid head for wrestling, and a street- 
wise personality that just can’t be faked, Cena was 
supposed to be the next superstar anti-hero in WWE’s 
long line of superstar anti-heroes. 

Then Janet Jackson (and her chest) appeared at the 
Super Bowl, and Cena’s world got turned upside-down. 
Suddenly, raps that he was getting away with only a 
few months prior had WWE executives nervous about 
possible FCC fines. Because of this, Cena tweaked his 
image as the rebellious leader of the hip-hop suburban 
underground to a less controversial and more family- 
friendly version of himself. 

It was kind of like John Cena lite. 

Initial reviews of Cena’s new personality weren't all 
that complimentary. Nobody seemed to think that this 


Trish Stratus relished the challenge of trans- 
forming herself from hot valet to exceptional 
(and still hot) wrestler. Perhaps an even 
greater challenge stands before her now. 
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: <. 24 
John Cena’s road to the top of WWE (Smackdown at least) 


wasn’t without its bumps and potholes. He has deftly side- 
stepped most of them. 


watered-down version would be able to sustain the 
momentum that he had previously built up, and some 
experts called for him to once again develop his 
edge—FCC be damned. 

Or darned. 

Cena, though, stuck with his new wholesome appeal 
(only occasionally would his raps go off-color), and it 
began to pay off for him. Now, his Chain Gang is larger 
than ever, and he’s arguably one of the top five wres- 
tlers in the sport. 

Sometimes, nice guys do finish first. 


When Guerrero lost the Smackdown championship 
to John Bradshaw Layfield in a bullrope match at The 
Great American Bash, he lost more than the title: He 
also reportedly lost his self-confidence. 

Reports out of WWE indicated that Guerrero was 
being overly rough on himself following that champi- 
onship loss and was blaming himself—and only him- 
self—for Smackdown’s low ratings during his reign as 
champion. The pressure was too much for him to bear. 
He seemed to ignore the fact that probably the biggest 
two reasons the brand was doing poorly were Brock 
Lesnar’s departure for the NFL and the transition of 
Kurt Angle—Smackdown’s other main star—into a role 


Eddie Guerrero’s reign 


as the brand’s general manager due to his as "Sinackdawh chain: 


nagging neck injuries. ; pion in 2004 received 
If anything, WWE was thankful to have mixed reviews. He 

such a talented, respected wrestler lead the penundake me ten 

brand in the aftermath of WrestleMania XX. even he realizes. 


Nobody—absolutely nobody—blamed Guer- 
rero for the brand’s woes while he sat atop it 
as champion. 

Of late, Guerrero has been spending his 
time partnering with his former WCW associ- 
ate Rey Misterio Jr. Together, they're helping 
to revitalize the tag team division. However, it 
should be interesting to see how long the duo 
can last together. At heart, Guerrero and 
Misterio aren’t tag team wrestlers, and both 
are probably yearning for a return to more 
steady singles competition—though neither 
man will say that to the other. 

The winner of an extended feud between 
the two might very well propel himself into a 
feud for the Smackdown championship. 


KURT ANGLE 


At times, professional wrestling has been 
kind to Angle, while at other times, it's been 
downright miserable to him. For instance, only 
a few months after entering WWE, he was on J 
TV competing in matches for the World cham- 
pionship. He was hailed as the quickest study 


to ever join the company and was immediately made out The surgery was a success, but only for a little 
to be an integral part of the sport’s future. Within a few while. It didn’t take long for the pain to return. 
years, his neck started bothering him, so he tried a mini- Now, Angle might be a full-time member of Smack- 


mally invasive surgery that was supposed to correct the down’s TV squad, but he’s far from a full-time wrestler. 
problem without keeping him out of the ring for the stan- His neck can’t handle the stress and strain of a full-time 
dard one year’s time. schedule, so he does his best to hide that fact and only 
makes some house shows. 


Kurt Angle’s workload in WWE has Lately, he’s taken to wres- 
had to be scaled back because of his tling “Kurt Angle Invitational” 
persistent neck problems, but Vince f y : 

MéMahon seems to realize any contri- matches against unproven 
bution Angle can give him is valuable. hometown heroes; not sur- 


prisingly, most of these 
matches turn out to be 
squashes. 

Now, we're not criticizing 
Angle here. No way. The 
guy goes as often as he 
can go—and probably 
more often than he should. 
His neck will never again 
be even close to 100 per- 
cent, and it’s quite possible 
that he’ll never return to the 
ring full-time. He’s still as 
entertaining as anyone, 
though, and until that 
changes, here’s a vote to 
‘ keep him around. 
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STATE of 
(a= 


We don’t have a lot of 
bad things to write 
about The Big Show, as 
he has somewhat quiet- 
ly developed into a key 
and reliable cog in the 
Smackdown machine. 


THE BIG SHOW 


The Big Show is one of those rare wrestlers who just 
doesn’t look right when he’s competing outside of the 
top tier. It's unfortunate, but his 7’2”, 500-pound frame 
makes him look awkward when he’s not wrestling with 
a major championship on the line. The only time that 
he can break this rule is when he’s involved in an 
intensely bitter, personal rivalry that supersedes cham- 
pionship goals and resolves itself in a high-profile 
grudge match. 

Luckily for Show, he hasn’t had to wrestle outside 
of the top tier very much lately—and we don’t predict 
that he'll have to do much of it in the near future. The 
big man is on a roll. He’s wrestling better than ever, 
and he’s shown that he’s committed to improving his 
game in every way possible. He’s not busy feuding in 
the mid-card or trying to prove to everyone around 
him that being the U.S. champion is actually an ac- 
complishment for him. He’s comfortable with his posi- 
tion, and because of that, WWE fans are finally com- 
fortable with him making regular appearances in 
Smackdown main events. 

Long gone are the days when he was considered a 
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liability at the top of a card. 

Show has some challenges coming up, such as 
proving that he can adjust his style to hang in the ring 
with Smackdown’s up-and-coming crop of stars, but 
they don’t seem to be anything that he can’t handle. 
Now that he’s finally established himself as a depend- 
able, steady influence in the ring, maybe he can get 
around to ending his two-plus-year world championship 
drought by reclaiming the Smackdown gold. 


THE UNDERTAKER 


The Undertaker continues to defy experts who 
believe that it’s time for him to hang up his boots and 
retire in order to let younger, flashier wrestlers into the 
main event mix. No matter how much is made about 
his age, “The Dead Man” continues to not only survive 
the rigors of a close-to-full-time WWE schedule, but he 
thrive in it. He’s still one of the most recognizable 
wrestlers in the sport, and he’s still one of the most 
dangerous, too. 

John Bradshaw Layfield was so afraid that Taker 
was going to defeat him for the Smackdown champi- 
onship that he enlisted the help of not just Heidenreich, 
but also two of ‘Taker’s former minions, Viscera and 
Gangrel. For their efforts, Taker dismantled them both 
in a handicap match. 

Heidenreich, who compares favorably in both size and 
strength against The Undertaker, was so afraid of UT that 
he got himself counted out of a match against the big 


Dai iz 
The Undertaker keeps going and going and going ... and win- 
ning and winning and winning. We ought to disregard all the 
speculation about his legendary career winding down. 


man just to avoid squaring off 
against him. Not long after that 
match, ‘Taker defeated Heiden- 
reich in a casket match despite 
the interference of Raw’s new 
resident sicko, Gene Snitsky. 

The lesson learned? Just 
because ‘Taker is already a 
wrestling legends doesn’t mean 
that he’s slowing down much or 
any less effective in the ring. He’s 
still capable of beating anyone on 
any given night, and he probably 
has at least one more world 
championship run in him. 

Don’t bury “The Dead Man” 
just yet. 


A.J. STYLES 


Styles, the two-time former 
NWA heavyweight champion 
with Total Nonstop Action, has 
some people questioning his 
positioning within the promotion 


and his drive to excel. Less than a year ago, Styles 
was squaring off against men like Jeff Jarrett, Kevin 
Nash, and Scott Hall. More recently, though, he’s found 
himself battling Christopher Daniels in a feud over the 
X championship—and liking things that way. 


Some industry insiders have criti- 
cized Styles’ decision to jump back 
to the X division. They say that he’s 
wasting his talent on a division that’s 
beneath him, while also sacrificing 
his career in order to regain a 
championship everyone already 
knows that he’s worthy of holding. 

We disagree. When TNA created 


the X division, it wasn’t meant to be [i 


a secondary division or a cruiser- 
weight division. Instead, it was 
meant to be a division in which 
wrestlers who wrestle a fast, high- 
risk, high-impact style could com- 
pete and challenge one another to 
see which among them was the 
best at that style. 


In other words, the X title was § 


never meant to be secondary to the 


NWA championship. If anything, it & 


was meant to be just as prestigious. 
Yes, the argument can be made 

that since its inception, the X title 

has been overshadowed by the 


NWA championship—but that’s also ~ 
one of the reasons why we think 


Criticize A.J. Styles 
for “stepping down” 
to wrestle in the 
TNA X division after 
winning the NWA 
heavyweight title 
twice if you insist. 
In some ways, it 
might be a 

step up. 


—— = 


Jeff Hardy’s tireless drive to become NWA champion 
dots! has been quite refreshing to watch. Is he back to his 
Styles returned to the division. He peak WWE form? No, but he might be getting close. 


believes in the concept and wants 
to see it garner more high-profile 
attention. 

Who better to do that than a 
two-time former NWA champ? 


JEFF HARDY 


It's time to give Hardy, long crit- 
icized for his perceived lackadaisi- 
cal attitude, some props for what 
he’s been doing in TNA. Even 
though he’s hit some roadblocks 
in his pursuit of the NWA champi- 
onship, he has yet to give up 
chasing it. After some tough loss- 
es to defending NWA champ Jeff 
Jarrett and, later, Abyss, he’s 
doing everything in his power to 
build a solid winning streak and 
establish himself once again as a 
contender to the title. 

It hasn’t been easy. He lost to 


¥ Jarrett at Victory Road when 


Kevin Nash and Scott Hall inter- 


fered on Jarrett’s behalf. He then lost a six-sided steel 
cage match to Jarrett when Jarrett used Hardy’s very 
own necklace against him and knocked him uncon- 
scious. He regained some momentum by defeating 
Hall in a match at Final Resolution, but that mo- 


mentum was immediately 
stripped away by the re- 
turning Abyss, who de- 
stroyed Hardy with a black 
hole slam once the bout 
was over. 

Through it all, though, 
Hardy has kept his head in 
the game and stayed moti- 
vated by focusing on that 
NWA championship. Looking 
at him in the ring, even 
though he may not be as 
sharp or as crisp as he once 
was, he’s consumed with be- 
coming champion. The dedi- 
cation to being the best 
wrestler that he can be is 
coming back again, which is 
a sure sign that he is capable 
of working out the kinks that 
have hurt him in recent 
} months. 

If Hardy can eliminate 
his mistakes (and we 
think he can), there could 
be no stopping him in the 
coming year. C 
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Before we dive into any discussion/analysis of the 
art of wrestling, we ought to take a look at whether 
great “art” in wrestling necessarily translates into 
great success for a promotion 


in opinion between WWE and the most success- _ rules? Although it certainly could be debated, WWE man- 


i HERE SEEMS TO be a fundamental difference contest or a bout conducted under ROH’s pure wrestling 
4 


s: ful independent promotions. 


agement believes JBL has done a better job as a world 


Many of the more well-known smaller promotions— champion than either Benoit or Guerrero, as Smackdown 
most notably Ring of Honor—take pride in presenting _ television ratings have been gradually improving. 


some of the best and most fluid technical and 
chain wrestling you'll find this side of a free- 
style mat. ROH even instituted a “pure title to 
reward scientific masters for their technical 
virtuosity. 

Now take a look at WWE. One year ago, 
Raw and Smackdown were ruled by Chris 
Benoit and Eddie Guerrero, two of the sport’s 
premier technical competitors. Both men’s 
championship reigns were relatively brief, 
and they were supplanted by Triple-H (after a 
four-week Randy Orton reign) and John Brad- 
shaw Layfield. Both Triple-H and JBL favor 
brawling styles and constantly rely upon 
interference, two taboos that your average 
wrestling purist despises. 

How can it be that the world’s largest and 
most successful wrestling company appears 
so out of touch with what its most dedicated 
fan base seems to prefer? Is it that WWE no 
longer has its finger on the pulse of its fan 
base? Or is that the hardcore indy fans and 
tape traders who make up ROH’s cult follow- 
ing represent just a tiny fraction of the wres- 
tling audience, and that even if that audience 


is somewhat dissatisfied with the WWE prod- } 


uct, it will continue to watch regardless? 


The latter appears to be true. At least that’s 


what WWE executives seem to believe. 

How else can you explain the ascension of 
The Big Show and JBL, two mat-based power 
merchants who would be lost in a technical 
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a difference 
s Chris Benoit, the 
stars at its biggest show of 2004. Benoit slip ; 
WrestleMania 21 rolled around. This year, it was big Batista wit was | =| 
in the brightest spotlight. 


You can debate whether Layfield was a better 
champion than Guerrero all day and half of tomorrow. 
What you can’t debate is that WWE apparently feels 
brawling musclemen are more marketable than small- 
er, strictly scientific wrestlers. And as long as that holds 
true, the state of the art of wrestling is not good. 

To see WWE's shift in philosophy from 2004 to 
2005, compare the new sensations from each brand 
over the two years. WrestleMania XX ended with Chris 
Benoit holding the Raw championship belt over his 
head. This year, Batista got the shot against Triple-H. 
Last year, Smackdown had Guerrero on top. This year, 
Cena’s star rose. 

The style differences between Benoit and Batista are 
plain for anyone to see, although both styles have proven 
effective, and both wrestlers are extremely popular. 
Cena’s top three moves are a modified fireman’s carry, a 
fistdrop, and the use of a chain as a weapon. Most likely, 
both Batista and Cena—and certainly Triple-H and JBL— 
would be booed out of the building if they ever tried to 
compete on a ROH show, but they have proven to be 
huge hits with WWE fans. How can this be? 

Perhaps part of the problem is that our analysis of 
the “art” of wrestling focuses too much on technical 
proficiency. Hulk Hogan and Bruno Sammartino never 
mastered (or cared to try to master) the European style 
that’s currently in vogue on the indy circuit, but only a 
fool would claim they weren't two of the most success- 
ful wrestlers of all-time. Maybe we should modify our 


analysis to provide more leeway for brawlers, strikers, 
and maybe even classic heels. 

But when the Motion Picture Academy hands out its 
Oscar statues each year, it seeks to recognize and honor 
the true masters of the craft. It recognizes nuances that 
mainstream audiences might not notice and honors 
“artists” over “movie stars.” That’s why Million Dollar Baby 
won for Best Picture this year, while films that were seen 
and enjoyed by many more people—Spider-Man 2, 
Shrek 2, and The Day After Tomorrow, for example— 
weren't even nominated in the major categories. 

lf we can make an analogy to the world of wrestling, 
some of the best technical performances of the year—the 
incredible C.M. Punk-Samoa Joe series in ROH, A.J. 
Styles vs. Christopher Daniels, the ECWA’s Super 8 
Tournament, to name a few—are not only not playing at 
the multiplexes, they're not playing in town at all. Only the 
most hardcore of fans even know when and where these 
matches are taking place, let alone are able to see them. 

Mainstream wrestling fans, the paying customers 
WWE is trying to court, are not necessarily the people 
chartering buses to travel hundreds of miles to indy 
shows or scouring the Internet in search of obscure 
puroresu tapes. 

Instead, those who salivate over this “art” of 
wrestling have mostly taken refuge underground. They 
take pride in rejecting a lot of what WWE puts forth and 
try to build up their own new stars. They scoff at Chris 
Masters and heap praise at the feet of Jay Lethal. In 
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Have we officially returned to the era of the huge, lumbering 
brawlers? If you follow WWE closely, you might think so. We’ve 
seen a whole lot of Kane-Snitsky on Raw shows (above) and 
just as much Undertaker-JBL on Smackdown cards (below). 


644 PWia 


doing so, they have marginalized their voice, and the 
situation has gotten worse. 

It looks like WWE has abandoned its effort to push 
strong technical competitors for the time being, and 
purists are digging their heels in even further, widening 
the chasm. As long as WWE feels it has little to gain by 
satisfying only this fringe demographic, there’s little 
chance that more 
than the occasional 
“pure” wrestling 
match will be show- 
cased in WWE. 

The good news— 
and there is some— 
is that the art of sci- 
entific wrestling is 
thriving in the under- 
ground. It is easier 
than ever for inter- 
ested fans to get 
their hands on Japa- 
nese and indepen- 
dent tapes if they 
really want them, 
with many tape sell- 
ers setting up shop 
at indy cards. Many 
young competitors 
take pride in their 
chain wrestling abili- 
ties, and their fluid 
move-to-countermove-to-move exchanges get great 
reactions from the most educated of fans. In fact, more 
of those wrestling fans who are growing dissatisfied 
with WWE's weekly TV fare are discovering indepen- 
dent promotions like ROH, Pro Wrestling Guerilla, 
CZW, 3PW, and others. These fans are learning more 
of the finer points by watching skilled wrestlers on the 
independent level, and they are coming to appreciate 
the art of wrestling more. 

TNA is straddling the chasm, and how it handles the 
situation might very well decide whether the company 
lives or dies. On one hand, the always-innovative X 
division—anchored by the aforementioned Styles and 
Daniels—showcases some of the best no-nonsense 
wrestling you will find anywhere. On the other hand, the 
company sandwiches these scientific classics between 
matches featuring veteran wrestlers looking for a few 
more shots at glory and some messy brawls. How long 
will wrestling purists remain interested when the bouts 
they pay to see are compartmentalized, and their 
favorite wrestlers never get an opportunity to seriously 
challenge for the NWA title? At times it feels like TNA 
uses X division matches the way promoters in an earli- 
er era used midget matches: They’re nice little diver- 
sions that seem to entertain the fans, but they’re noth- 
ing anyone should take too seriously. As long as that 


Ring of Honor crowned a new pure champion in Jay Lethal (above) 
just before press time. And an exciting Austin Aries-Daivari show- 
down was just one of seven captivating “pure” wrestling matches 
at the 2004 Super 8 Tournament (right). But don’t expect to see a 
ton of “pure” wrestling bouts in WWE anytime soon. 


attitude is in place, it will prevent purists from truly em- 
bracing the product and viewing it something other 
than “WWE lite.” 

So, basically, what we call the art of wrestling is in 
worse shape in 2005 than it was in 2004. In fact, his- 
tory might show 2004 to have been sort of a water- 
shed for the technical wrestling movement, a point it 
could take years to reach again. At the same time, 
some of the most talented and exciting pure wrestlers 
are creating a buzz on the independent scene, and 
indy promotions are actually making money selling 
videos of these young stars to fans hungry for crisp 
technical wrestling. 

The best-case scenario is that the underground 
scene will continue to grow and feed off WWE’s reluc- 
tance to showcase smaller, skilled competitors. Under 
the right circumstances, an ECW-like cult atmosphere 
could develop, and WWE and TNA will have no choice 
but to take notice. 

Frankly, though, that seems to be at least several 
years away. OC 
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Will Spike TV really eliminate WWE programming? 
How much money will Panda Energy sacrifice for TNA? 
Are DVD sales enough to sustain ROH? These are among 
the unanswerable questions that plague wrestling 


McMahon is still the man with whom you must begin any discus- 
sion of the state of the wrestling business in 2005. A new TV con- 
tract was his top priority this spring. 
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“State Of The Business” two years ago, we com- 

pared World Wrestling Entertainment to a beachfront 
home being pummeled by hurricane-force winds. In 
2005, the House of McMahon remains intact. Sure, there 
are several tree limbs in the front yard, some scattered 
lawn chairs, and still a few shingles missing. In the early 
days of the brand extension, it seemed as if the power 
lines were down for a while. 

Rest assured, though, that it looks like the worst of the 
storm is over. The U.S. economy is back on the upswing 
and that, perhaps more than anything else, is the barom- 
eter for professional wrestling’s success or failure. As the 
economy improves, consumers are likely to spend more 
money on all forms of entertainment, including wrestling. 
So, now that the storm has subsided, and the work crews 
are busy trying to restore the electricity, we can assess 
how the recession of 2001-'04 affected the wrestling in- 
dustry—and whether any structural damage was done. 

Spike TV ending negotiations to renew its deal for 
WWE programming represents a major power outage. 
Could WWE really go dark? There was a rumor earlier in 
the year that UPN, also a Viacom-owned company, might 
pull the plug on Smackdown even though the show had 
been renewed deep into 2006. Fortunately, it appears 
that was only a rumor, but Spike TV dropping Raw, Vel- 
ocity, and Sunday Night Heat when the current contract 
expires in September could change the entire dynamic 
for the worse. 

Interestingly, neither Spike TV nor UPN is complaining 
about WWE's ratings. Spike TV claims WWE wants too 
much money for its programming rights, and executives 
with both Spike TV and UPN say wrestling fans aren’t 
necessarily part of their desired target audience. Although 
ratings for Raw and Smackdown have dropped since 
their 2000 peaks on their respective networks, their num- 
bers are still high relative to most of the networks’ other 


i: THE STORM over? When we last analyzed the 


Eddie Guerrero and Chris Benoit had reason to celebrate amid all the confetti at the end of WrestleMania 
XX. So did WWE as a whole. Even when business is down overall, WrestleMania usually offers a lot of 


good financial news. This year should be no different. 


programming. Raw, in particular, is now hovering around 
the 4.0 mark, a full-point increase from mid-2004. WWE 
is already shopping around for another cable home once 
its Spike TV deal expires, and the most likely destination 
appears to be the USA Network. 

WrestleMania continues to be WWE's highest-gross- 
ing pay-per-view by far, nearly reaching the one million 
buy mark even in some of the bad years. WrestleMania 
XX was the most lucrative WWE event of all-time, and 
WrestleMania 21 could do even better. Another great rev- 
enue stream is the international market. While there are 
more overhead costs associated with running internation- 
al events, higher ticket prices and incredible sellout 
crowds have made overseas tours throughout Europe, 
Australia, and Asia worth the effort. Those lucrative pay- 
days are even more attractive when compared to the dis- 
mal attendance figures in some U.S. markets, which are 
downright embarrassing to WWE insiders. 

Nevertheless, home video sales are surging. The 
Monday Night War and The Rise And Fall Of ECW, for 
example, made great use of WCW and ECW archives 
and gave fans a perspective on wrestling not available 
every week on Spike TV and UPN. The fans’ hunger for 
DVDs with vintage footage have led the McMahons to 
believe that the WWE 24/7 video-on-demand service will 
be a moneymaker in the future. Much like TV insiders 
see a day in the future when the NFL will be seen exclu- 
sively on the NFL Network, WWE 24/7 could be the 
home of a// WWE programming someday. 


= = ~~ | 
Jeff Jarrett (and his father) must know that Panda Energy, the 


majority owner of TNA, will not back the wrestling company for- 
ever it doesn’t start turning a profit. 
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What about WWE's overall financial health? WWE 


ah A a & Ce) f projects overall revenue of $345- to $355-million for fiscal 


year 2005, just shy of last year’s earnings. Its stock is val- 


¢ Wl ESS ued at approximately $12 per share, a welcome improve- 
B US | ment over its average of $8 per share two years ago, but 
well short of its value of $24 about five years ago. 


Diehards might be asking this question: Why the 


Kevin Nash and the other big names that TNA has signed in the last year 
don’t work cheap. That’s why TNA has to be concerned that it is getting a 
good return on such risky investments. 
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obsession with WWE? After all, there is 
TNA, Ring of Honor, and a host of inde- 
pendents across North America, and 
even the international scene. The simple 
truth is that WWE is the undisputed major 
league in pro wrestling. If fans are enjoy- 
ing the wrestling they watch on television, 
which, by far, consists of WWE program- 
ming, then they will likely turn out for local 
independent shows. 

Ring of Honor is the notable exception. 
The Philadelphia-based promotion has 
been successful because it is anti WWE 
in its in-ring style and marketing approach. 
ROH caters to the purists who feel WWE 
is too entertainment-oriented. A 75-minute 
match between Austin Aries and Bryan 
Danielson is cuisine par excellence for 
fans who truly appreciate wrestling, but it 
is definitely an acquired taste, one that the 
average Spike TV and UPN viewer proba- 
bly doesn’t possess. ROH’s main revenue 
stream is its library of DVDs and video- 
tapes, sold at live events and online. Ring 
of Honor officials have said in the past 
that they just hope to break even with their 
ticket sales for live shows and then earn 
profits through tape and DVD sales. 

Likewise, Jerry and Jeff Jarrett 
launched TNA to provide an alternative 


\ 1 to WWE. Despite the quality of wres- 


tling in TNA, the numbers suggest it has 


My been, as a whole, unsuccessful so far. 


The weekly pay-per-view model, charg- 
ing only $9.95 per event, was a disas- 
ter. Impact on Fox Sports Net now ex- 
poses TNA to a wider audience, but it’s 
questionable whether these one-hour 
infomercials attract enough PPV buyers 
to justify the expense. 

TNA almost went out of business in 
2003, but Dixie Carter persuaded her 
father, Bob Carter, to make his compa- 
ny—Panda Energy—the majority owner 
of the promotion and to invest more capi- 
tal. The Jarretts lost money on the weekly 
pay-per-views, and now the Carters have 
spent millions of dollars—if not tens of mil- 
lions—on the weekly PPVs, air time for 
Impact, and headliners for TNA’s monthly 


events. Scott Hall, Kevin Nash, Randy Savage, Roddy 
Piper, and Dallas Page don’t come cheap. And, by 
spending so much on talent from the past, TNA is in dan- 
ger of becoming a pale imitation of WWE—not the innov- 
ative alternative defined by the X division. 

Before the Carters turn off the lights inside Soundstage 
21 and leave Universal Studios, there are a few bright 
spots to consider. First, TNA’s in-ring action is comparable 
to that of WWE. Some believe that at times, it's even 
superior. Second, /mpact's ratings have been impressive 
enough that Fox Sports Net executives have shown inter- 
est in a series of specials, if not a regular prime time pro- 
gram. TNA has already produced some specials with The 
Best Damn Sports Show Period, and any success on 
FSN might gain the attention of its sister networks, FX, or 
even Fox. Third, TNA’s monthly PPVs have actually been 
profitable, although those events—by themselves—do not 
cover the company’s expenses for an entire month. The 
question is this: Will TNA turn a consistent profit before the 
Carters reach their financial limit? 


That’s the “State Of The Business” in 2005. Only 
WWE has the leverage to turn around the industry and, 
unfortunately, even that company’s future is somewhat 
uncertain. Will Raw end up on Spike TV, back on USA, or 
somewhere else? Will Smackdown be able to join it 
wherever it goes if UPN pulls the plug? Keep an eye on 
Raw, for only the flagship can guide the rest of the indus- 
try through rough seas. Oo 


The home video/DVD market is proving to be very lucrative for 
WWE, which scored big with a DVD recounting the history of ECW 
and top stars like Tazz and Bam Bam Bigelow (right). And Ring of 
Honor—featuring the likes of Chad Collyer and Nigel McGuinness 


(below)—depends on videotape and DVD sales to survive. 
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The best part about going through tough times is that 
at some point, you feel like you have nowhere to go 
but up. The wrestling industry has gone through its 
share of struggles since the boom period of the late- 
1990s. Now, for the first time in years, the future is 


beginning to look bright 


i REDICTING WRESTLING’S FUTURE is like try- 
lead ing to forecast the weather: No matter how much 
ft you know, or think you know, a slight change in 
patterns can change everything. 

Despite what the WWE hype machine would have you 


It wasn’t long ago that we were 
touting the little-known John Ce- 
na (left) and even lesser-known Ba- 
tista (below) as potential stars of 
wrestling’s future. For them, the fu- 
ture has become now. Let’s hope 
WWE is patient with both. 
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believe, for the past few years the wrestling industry has 
been in a decline—in attendance, TV ratings, pay-per- 
view buy rates, and even storylines. A variety of factors 
have contributed to wrestling’s slump, but there’s reason 
to believe the industry is finally in a bit of an upswing. 
Let's start with TNA. By the end of 2004, the company 
had changed its format from weekly pay-per-views to 
monthly events. The result has been higher-quality 
matches and increased revenues (due mostly to im- 
proved buy rates). So we are seeing signs that TNA is 
finally expanding its fan base. If the company can contin- 


ue to hook new fans—or win back some of the dis- 
enchanted fans who stopped watching after the | — 
boom period of the late-1990s—tt will energize the 
industry and revitalize interest. 

But TNA remains on slippery ground. The com- 
pany is still entirely dependent on funding from | 
Panda Energy, which can decide to cut its losses | 
and let TNA run out of money at any time. Publicly, 
the financiers say they are pleased with the direc- 
tion in which the company is headed and the 


growth it has shown, but what investors say about | © p 


their investment in public is hardly the most accu- 
rate gauge of the company’s stock. 

From a creative standpoint, TNA is throwing } 
a lot of stuff at the wall and seeing what sticks. A 
Younger talents such as A.J. Styles, Monty Brown, | ~ 
and Christopher Daniels have received strong 
pushes. At the same time, the company has | % 
brought in Kevin Nash, Scott Hall, Billy Gunn } 
(The Outlaw), Dallas Page, and other veterans | 
and is trying to leverage their name recognition 
to draw interest. 

TNA's product is improving and looks as if it will } 
continue to improve, barring a creative disaster or 
bankruptcy. It just needs one wrestler to catch on 
with fans and be the man to replace Jeff Jarrett as |. 
NWA champion. Modest growth, coherent and co- |” 
hesive storylines, and excellent matches are exact- 
ly what TNA needs to succeed. 

That same formula can be applied to WWE. 

WWE has obviously made the decision to make 
Raw the company’s flagship brand and TV show. 
The problem is that Creative keeps changing its 
mind on who that brand’s top fan favorite should | 
be. Chris Benoit provided superior matches but | 
was deemed unmarketable. Randy Orton was a lit- 
tle more at ease in promotional appearances, but | 
he often came off as arrogant or wooden. Now Ba- 
tista is the favored son, but we don’t know whether 
he can carry the load as champion. 

At least Creative recognizes that Triple-H needs 
fresh challenges, and that’s a good sign. The Raw 
brand is aggressively recruiting talent, and Shelton 
Benjamin, Edge, and other young lions are waiting 
for their moments to shine. 


on John Bradshaw Layfield to carry the ball, and 
Layfield has done an admirable job. By becom- 
ing so hated, he has made John Cena and the 
rest of the Smackdown fan favorites that much more 
popular. Like Batista, Cena has to show us he has what 
it takes to be the man on Smackdown, but at least 
he’s getting an opportunity. 

Last year at this time, WWE was pushing Chris Ben- 
oit on Raw and Eddie Guerrero on Smackdown. For 
whatever reason, they are no longer on top. We have 
to hope the decision to demote those two wrestlers 


; TNA might never stop looking to the past in mapping out its uncertain 
For the past half-year, Smackdown has relied future. Sean Waltman is one of many stars of the last boom period to 


be brought in. As always, you can decide for yourself whether that 
bodes well for TNA’s future. 


was not a kneejerk response to low arena attendance 
and disappointing TV ratings. If WWE starts wavering 
in its support of newer stars before they have an oppor- 
tunity to adjust to the demands of being a consistent 
drawing card, people will lose faith in those new stars. 
Basically, it will become a self-fulfilling prophecy. If Cre- 
ative thinks a particular champion cannot handle the 
pressure, that wrestler will crack. 
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As long as WWE keeps its eyes open for fresh talent 
and shows as much of a commitment to Batista and 
Cena as it has to JBL, the bottom line should improve. 

WWE’s recent tours of Japan and Europe once 
again have demonstrated how fertile the international 
market is. If WWE—and perhaps TNA at some point— 
can continue to mine this resource, it should attract 
even more new fans. 

WWE's planned ECW pay-per-view is an X factor. If 
successful, it could convince WWE to reach out to ECW 
alumni not currently under contract and perhaps run 
more ECW events. If it fails, WWE will be able to bury 
ECW and the “could have, should have” arguments that 
dogged the 2001 Invasion storyline. Either way, the com- 
pany should get a better understanding of what its fans 
want to see, and that can only be a good thing. 

Another reason for guarded optimism is WWE’s 
decision to open a new developmental territory outside 
Atlanta. For the first time in the last few years, the Fed- 
eration is looking to sign a /ot of new developmental tal- 
ent and not just shear away dead wood. With new 
spots opening up in 
Georgia, independent The next can't-miss star to come out 
talent with WWE dreams 0f OVW figures to be ... well, there 

, isn’t one. But we continue to believe 
will work that much hard- there is a lot of very solid talent 


er to capture the com- ready to leave Louisville. Consider 
pany’s attention. Mait “Blueprint” Morgan (below) and 


Th ; Alexis Laree (right) to be at or near 
€ company's CUI- the head of the class. 


rent developmental pro- 
motion, Kentucky-based 
Ohio Valley Wrestling, 
does not have the depth 
of talent it has boasted in 
recent years, as WWE 
has called up many of 
OVW’s best and bright- 
est. There are a few 
shining spots in Louis- 
ville—notably M-N-M, 
Elijah Burke, Matt “Blue- 
print” Morgan, and Alexis 
Laree—whom most in- 
siders expect to make 
major impacts in WWE in 
the coming year or two. 
But none of those pros- 
pects is of the can't-miss 
caliber of Brock Lesnar, 
Randy Orton, and John 
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Cena that we’ve come to expect 
from the territory. Of course, the 
beauty of wrestling is that the next 
superstar could just be enrolling in 
wrestling school at this moment. 

Wrestling will have a few oppor- 
tunities to reach out to mainstream 
audiences though unconventional 
means as well. Ultimate Fighter, the 
UFC-based reality show airing im- 
mediately after Raw on Spike TV, 
has developed a strong fan base. 
Many experts are of the opinion that 
pro wrestling fans and shootfighting 
fans constitute the same potential 
audience. If WWE can find a way to 
tap into this emerging market, it 
could help Raw boost its ratings. 

This is also going to be another 
huge year for The Rock in Holly- 
wood. In March, The Rock made 
the rounds on the media circuit to 
promote the film Be Cool. He will 
also star in Doom, which will be re- 
leased this summer. Even though 
he is no longer under contract to 
WWE, The Rock can still be wres- 
tling’s greatest ambassador, and 
his charisma could theoretically 
make movie audiences take a look 
to see what wrestling is all about. 
And if by some very small chance 
he gets to talking to TNA instead 
of WWE ... 

Hulk Hogan will also star in his 
own reality series on VH-1. This 
could be an opportunity to attract 
new fans if Hogan maintains his 
relationship with WWE. 

The independent circuit is get- 
ting healthier in some areas. Ring 
of Honor has a steady fan base that 
religiously follows its product on- 
line and through DVD sales. The In- 
ternet has made it possible for fans 
all over the country to discover their |- 


own promotion, be it the West }-— = ee at so — 


Coast's Pro Wrestling Guerrilla, the 

East Coast’s ECWA, or any point , 
Ring of Honor’s plan for the future is to keep expanding and running more shows, but it 
wants its growth to be slow and gradual. It never struggles to find new talent. That’s 


in between. WWE's much-antici- 

pated 24/7 on-demand system Ace Steel throttling ROH champ Austin Aries with a modified Razor's edge. 

should also increase revenues and 

provide a WWE-sanctioned alternative to the current industry, from both a business perspective and a wres- 

product, which might help the company reconnect with _ tling perspective. But wrestling has been in a slump for a 

fans of a previous era and perhaps convert them into few years now. It takes time to turn things around. For the 

Raw and Smackdown fans. first time since 2001, however, the future of wrestling 
These are all encouraging signs for the wrestling looks brighter than the previous year. O 
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Eddie Guerrero lost cleanly to 
partner Rey Misterio Jr. in the 
opener, a loss that could have a 
huge impact on his career. _ 


= 


god's" Smackdown championship, Just like that, both the Raw and: 


NEW OES CROWNED; NEW ERA — 


and long-runnir sor reach fruition. ; oe 
ae ‘WrestleMe aes 

Hall fF Fame i 

Batista finally th 


imal” 
redshew | Layfield’s mouth and took the self-proclai 


brands have a fresh feel, and plenty of 
exciting potential championship matches 
are coming into focus. 

In fact, every mateh on the card had 
an impact that will be felt for months (at 
least!) to come. In this exclusive PWi anal- 
_ysis, we take a look at every | ‘match on 
_ the show, what giepRencds and what it 
' means for WWE. x 


J 
da Guerrero vs. Rey 


\ fi Leh = H i 
} et kta eo Misterio Jr. 


¢ Ina scientific 
bout that pitted tag team partners against 
each other, Misterio snagged the win with 
a surprise rollup. Guerrero and Misterio 
shook hands afterward, but Guerrero was 
visibly upset by the loss. 
A year 

ago at this time, Guerrero was on top of 
WWE as Smackdown champion. He’s still | 
one of the company’s most popular com- 
petitors, and a tag team champion, but 
Chavo Guerrero Jr. and others have gotten ! 
into his ear, making him wonder whether 
Misterio is holding him back. Guerrero has 
tried to stick more closely to the rules in 
recent matches against Misterio, and it’s 
not working out for him. After the bout, 
Guerrero was probably wondering if he 
should have stuck to his lying, cheating, 
and stealing ways. 

With fellow fan favorite John Cena win- 


BEGINS FOR WWE AT WRESTLEMANIA 21 
ae ra al » * 


The demon bomb that brought WrestleMania 21 to 
its conclusion ... and changed WWE! By beating 
Triple-H for the Raw title, Batista joined an elite club 
of men who have triumphed in a Mania main event. 
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the e evening, Guerrero might not be able io 


to the dark side. If he does, he could quickl y ae 
first he would have to abandon Misteri . 


W dire the tag team situation is with the © 


e Bank” ladder match 

ich filled with one jaw-dropping spot afer 
d ‘and grab the briefcase to earn a Raw 

year. 

atch really showed the depth of the mid- 
of the participants could be a pay-per- 
Shelton Benjamin in particular, as 
tremendous no-hands suicide som- 
fa ladder, and incredible balance in 
in didn’t win the match, but he did 


WHAT WERT: DOWN: Ina 
another, Edge managed to clim 
championship match anytime in the 

WHAT TE MEANS FOR WWE: Th 
card ranks on the Raw brand, as any ¢ 

SHE RSACIE TICE hinieciEE ee headliner. People were buzzing 
much as he hurt Kane when he the Intercontinental champion showcasec 
connected with a diving head- ersault flip to the outside, a T-bone suplex 
butt from atop a ladder. The six- Using one of the ladders as a ramp. Benj 
way “Money In The Bank’ bout 

showed the wonderful depth of Win a lot of respect. Edge, meanwhile, establ 
the Raw mid-card. challenge, assuming Triple-H doesn’t regain 


eS TEEN ETRE EL 


ha 
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NO ESCAPING THE ANKLELOCK!, 


Kurt Angle vs. Shawn Michaels 


WN 


“a ° Ee 
Fear mot 410 The Undertaker vs. Randy Orton 


| asa weapon ad nauseum two decades ago, — 
ndertaker extended his WrestleMania win- 
treak to 13, beating “The Legend Killer” with 
stone. 
» MEANS FOR WWE: The Undertaker __ 
er young gunslinger packing and added > 
Chapter to his “Best Of” collection. While it 
yé been tremendously satisfying on a per- 
sonal level, it really meant very little for The Under- 
taker, as it got him no closer to the Smackdown title. 
What this mr atch does do is force Orton, who. 
turned in a tremendous performance in defeat. 
(especially con sidering he had a torn rotator cuff), — 
to take a step backward and examine the direction 
of his career. Orton’s 2004 momentum has evapo- 
rated, and so has much of his fan base. For Orton 
to rediscover the skills and determination that ~ 
_ made him the youngest world champion in WWE 
history, he might want to abandon his legend- 
_ killing ways and find an alternate route. A move to 
Smackdown would be the logical choice. But what- 
S. = Be iets - ever he does will have to wait four to six months, 
a a — as he recovers from shoulder surgery. 
Stee Te 
rish Stratus vs. Christy Hemme : 
beating Randy Orton, who hardly HAT WENT DOWN: The Playboy cover git! pulled off a few 
long, hard look at himself. decently enough, but Trish Stratus had little trouble’ bealng ita geto - 
retain the women’s title. 2: 
Trish Stratus did the best she WHAT IT MEANS FOR WWE: This awkward, one-sided cor 
pote a Peta Ray i how far the WWE women’s division has fallen since last fall. | 
even be a WWE women’s division Well considering she had received only a few weeks worth of trai 
come WrestleMania 22? bout simply wasn’t pay-per-view material (let alone WrestleMar f 
This should force W 
tives to make a decisic 
restock the women’s 
with competent wrestlers 
don’t embarrass themselves in | 
the ring, or eliminate the divi- 
sion entirely and stick to lingerie 
contests and diva searches. lf 
there’s going to be no real com- 
mitment to wrestling, let’s cise 
the charade. 


THE MATCH: Kurt Ricie vs. 
Shawn Michaels 
WHAT WENT DOWN: Inian 
early Match of the Year contend- 
er, Angle managed to hold on to" 
the anklelock long enough to 
force Shawn Michaels. totapout 
Fans responded with a ‘standing 7g 
ovation forbothmen. ‘ 
WHAT TE MEANS FORTE: 


FIVE-KNUCKLE SHUFFLE! 


John Cena vs. John Bradshaw Layfield 


Kurt Rs) Sim Michaels was 
simply a classic. Angle, in many 
a way, is simply amazing. And 
that could have been said even 
had he lost to HBK. 


The Big Show-Akebono sumo 
match was a spectacle if nothing 
else. Let’s hope it’s the only sumo 
spectacle we ever see at Mania. 


The Michaels-Angle match 
was a showcase of every- 
thing good in wrestling. - 
It was an intense, hard- © 
fought, back-and-forth 
encounter between two 
of the premier tacticians 
of any era. Besides be- 
ing a testament to Angle 
and Michaels’ skills, the 
match also showed that 
interbrand dream match- | 
es are becoming possi- 
ble. It’s hard to believe 
that Michaels and Angle 
had never faced off prior 
to this match, but split- 
_ ting the rosters has al- 
| lowed WWE to save some 
unforgettable matches 
for special occasions. Angle’s win also positioned him as a top con- . 
tender to Cena’s Smackdown title. 


The Big Show vs. Akebono 

: The former yokozuna (grand champion) used Show’s 

own momentum against him and pushed him out of the circle to score the win. 
Many fans may have giggled at the sight of 
The Big ‘Show wearing the traditional sumo mawashi, but WWE should be 
commended for presenting a relatively accurate depiction of one of Japan’s 
most esteemed sports. Casual fans may not have known what to make of 
the bout, but WWE—and The Big Show—presented sumo with respect, and 
that must have been appreciated by Japanese wrestling fans. There was a 
large contingent of Japanese fans in attendance at the Staples Center, and - 
Akebono’s participation in the event made headlines all over the island 
nation. Along with the successful Raw and Smackdown shows held in 
Japan a few months back, this could open the doors for other Japanese 
stars—or, like Akebono, Americans competing in Japan, such as Bob 
Sapp—to work for WWE. That could mean big business and exciting match- 

es down the road. But just for the record, this match was not exciting at all. 


een nee tame eacen settee 


WS How 
PAINFUL POUNDING! 
Batista vs. Triple-H 
: Wi. 
wW. 
ova Re ® 
oP , 
. ate W. 
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4 i 
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John Brad- 
_ shaw Layfield vs. John 
Cena 


Cena ducked a clothesline 
from hell and connected 
with the FU to become the 
new WWE Smackdown 
champion. 


Say what you will 
about whether Cena is 
ready to be a world champi- 
on. For better or for worse, 
the young lion has the belt 
4 around his waist, and—for 
) the short term at least— 
| that’s great news for the 
= Smackdown brand. JBL 
was always an unlikely 
champion, and while he 
gradually earned a grudg- 
No, JBL couldn't see John Cena ing respect from fans, he never excited too many people. Cena has a dis- 
at tnis point. What he could see tinct appeal that endears some people and alienates others. At least he 
down title reign quickly draw- gets people talking. He’s a fresh face in the main event picture, and he 
ing to a close. makes an intriguing opponent for several would-be challengers. How might 

Cena fare against Angle, or Guerrero, or Booker T, with the big belt at stake? 
‘How about Rob Van Dam, The Undertaker, or The Big Show? We don’t know, 
but we have a feeling fans will be willing to pay to find out. 


Triple-H vs. Batista 
! Triple-H lost control of the match when Batista 
Triple-H tamed the animal that slammed his head into the cornerpost, opening a nasty laceration. One demon 
: Wicctcns Saige. Hel, bomb later, Hunter’s 10th world title reign was over. 
mal broke out of its cage and No one can deny that Batista has boatloads of 
ravaged him. charisma and that he is riding a huge wave of popularity these days. In fact, he’s 
probably Raw’s most popular star right 
™“™ now. But as muscular and level-headed as ~ 
Batista is, he’s a vulnerable champion. Ba- 
tista’s inexperience still leads to mistakes. 
No one is quite sure if he has the cardio- 
vascular conditioning to wrestle 20 min- 
, utes or more on a regular basis, or if he 
can succeed against a wrestler he can't 
overpower. Like with Cena, a lot of intrigu- 
ing matchups are on the table for Batista, 
and everyone’s going to want to test the 
new champion. Of course, chief among 
them was a rematch with “The Game.” And 
Triple-H will certainly have a new game 
plan of his own. Maybe he’ll even form a 
new Evolution, with, say, Chris Masters 
and Shawn Michaels at his side. 

Anything is possible right now, and 
that’s because WrestleMania shook things 
up. And we’re looking forward to seeing 
what happens from here. Oo 
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PRO WRESTLING FANS... 


wt read the stories that official websites don't tell you about? 
..t0 learn what wrestlers don't write about in their books? 


[coven crore a 
ECW Reunion PPV scheduled, but | 


_-hemanmayobopan hit |S fee w{0 become an insider fan who knows not just what is 
e a happening, but also the fascinating reasons why? 


PRO WRESTLING TORCH 


Since 1987, delivering insider news every week 
to mailboxes of pro wrestling fans worldwide 


Torch editor Wade Keller has been interviewed by: 
ESPN Magazine -- New York Post -- Associated Press 
WFAN -- KFAN -- All-News Channel -- Washington Post 
Fox News Channel -- Entertainment Weekly -- Court TV 


PRO WRESTLINGS'S WIDEST READ WEEKLY 


12 pages packed every week with insider news, exclusive big-name interviews, hard-hitting editorials 


= 
gz VE S | I'm enclosing a check or money order for $10 for 8 weekly | 
a issues (or including Visa or Master Card # and exp. date) 
Canadian Price: $15 - Credit Card or U.S. Fund Money Order - No Checks 
Overseas Price: $20 - Credit Card or U.S. Fund Money Order - No Checks 


first and last name 


With Every Order, get eight 
weeks of bonus email reports 
including news, TV reports, 
PPV reports, reviews of events 


city - state - zip 
Visa or Master Card # Expiration Date (YR/MO) 


Email Address (This offer valid only for new subscribers.) 


SEND ORDERS TO: PWTorch --- PO Box 201844 --- MPLS, MN 55420 
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RESTLEMANIA HAS BEEN called “the showcase of 
We immortals.” It’s where wrestling history is 
made, and indelible memories are made. 

It seems like every WrestleMania has had its share of magic 
moments. Who could forget Hulk Hogan body slamming Andre 
the Giant at WrestleMania Ill, or Hogan and The Rock facing off 
at WrestleMania X8? 

Every wrestler dreams of competing at WrestleMania. The 
undivided attention of the wrestling world is squarely on its 
grandest stage. It’s their opportunity to lace up their boots, 
walk down that aisle, and make wrestling history. A fortunate 
few have been able to make magic. More have fallen short. And 
some ... well, there are some wrestlers you may not even 
remember appearing at a WrestleMania. 

Think we're kidding? Take this quick quiz. 

Which of the following wrestlers never competed at 
WresleMania: Bruno Sammartino, Pedro Morales, Koji Kitao, 
Ron Bass, Matt Borne, Buddy Rose, or Aguila? Tough, isn’t it? 

Okay, that was a trick question. A// of those wrestlers have 
competed at Mania (Rose under a mask as The Executioner). 

In the following pages, we take a look at the 261 wrestlers 
who have competed at WrestleMania and attempt to identify 
their individual moment of magic. For some, it is one single 


Section compiled hy Dan Murphy 
: 7 
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moment in time, frozen in the amber of our memories as an 
unforgettable piece of WrestleMania history. For others, it is a 
match that proved pivotal to their career. For others, it is their 
one and only ’Mania appearance. 

The 261 wrestlers are listed in alphabetical order under the 
name they were using at the time of the event. Set off in paren- 
thesis is the number of WrestleManias in which they have com- 
peted, their overall WM win-loss record, and the ’Mania at 
which their magic moment occurred. In some cases—such as 
with those wrestlers who participated in the WrestleMania IV 
World title tournament—they wrestled more than one match at 
one ’Mania, meaning their win-loss tally will not equal the num- 
ber of ’Manias on which they have competed. “BR” stands for 
battle royal, meaning that wrestler appeared in at least one bat- 
tle royal at WrestleMania. 

For convenience sake, we did not include the NFL players 
who took part in the WrestleMania II battle royal or, in a few 
cases, wrestlers winning and losing the hardcore title in back- 
Stage skits. From this point on, we have also standardized all 
’Mania references to numbers as opposed to Roman numerals 
or mixed notations (such as WrestleMania X7). 

Some of our moments are serious. Some are silly. Just like 
WrestleMania itself. They all provide some insight on this thing 
we Call WrestleMania. We hope you enjoy it. 

Note: This article includes WrestleManias | through XX only. 


— ‘s 


Angle vs. Lesnar 


JOEY ABS (Br, wm 16) 

From the Mean Streets of Greenwich 
to championship glory, well, sort of. Abs 
pinned partner Rodney to briefly hold the 
hardcore title in the hardcore battle royal. 


ADRIAN ADONIS 

(2, yu WM ay 

ee d probably 

er how he 

ed Ue n ees kneedrop 
an 2, but we'll al- 

ways remember the following year, 

when Adonis was put to sleep by Rod- 

dy Piper and woke up bald, courtesy of 

Brutus Beefcake. 


~ AGUILA (1, 0-1, wm 14) 

The Luchador was a relative un- 
known going into his light heavyweight 
match against Taka Michinoku, but 
Aguila pushed the champ to the limit 
with his fluid moves and speed. 


ASCEEIV) (4, 1-2-BR, WM5) 

The former gangster from Chicago re- 
invented himself as Akeem the African 
Dream. Before you laugh, consider this: 
Akeem and Big Bossman were one of the 
WWF's premier tag teams. At WM 5, they 
made short work of The Rockers. Sweet 
vindication for OMG. 


ARN ANDERSON 
(1, 1-0, WM 5) 

Early in the match pitting The Brain- 
busters against Strike Force, Rick Martel 
caught Arn in his Boston crab finisher. 


Arn managed to fight through the pain to. 


give his team the opportunity to win. 


i EN 


he, 


ANDRE THE GIANT 
(5, 1-2-1-BR, WM 2) 

Things looked bleak for Andre when 
he was faced with a two-on-one 
against The Hart Foundation at the WM 
2 battle royal. But Andre sent Jim 
Neidhart flying from the ring with a big 
boot, and snatched Bret Hart from. 


ropes and tossed him onto his partner, 


cementing his reputation as the king 
of the battle royal. : . 


KURT ANGLE 6, 2-4, wm 19) 


Many fans had no idea that Angle was 
risking his career when he stepped into 
the ring for his match 
against Brock Lesnar. 
His neck was in terrible 
shape, and doctors 
advised him to pull out, 
but Angle wouldn’t 
hear of it. Though he 
lost, he wrestled a fan- 
tastic match and left it 
all on the line to enter- 
tain the fans. 


ANIMAL, 
(3, 2-0-BR, WM 7) 

The Road Warriors ga 
made a hell of an im- 
pact in their first WM, 
utterly destroying Pow- 
er and Glory in less 
than a minute. What a 
rush! 


TED ARCIDI 
(1, BR, WM 2) = 
He may have been Austin vs. Hart 


a record-breaking weightlifter, but 
Arcidi never made much of an impact 
in the WWF. He entered as one of the 
favorites and scrapped with Hillbilly 
Jim, but was quickly ono 
shoes and all. 


TONY ATLAS a, of wnt) 

No, really. Tony Atlas was int e W 
battle royal. We're not kidding. Che 
videotape. That’s him sailing over the top 
rope. Now do you remember? 


A-TRAIN (2,1-1,wM 19) 
A-Train came within a two-count of 
being the man to end The Undertaker’s 
unbeaten streak at WM, but even under 
handicap rules, Train and Big Show 
couldn’t tame the ’Taker. ios 


STEVE AUSTIN (5-2, WM 13) 

Rarely has a loss helped a wres- 
tler as much as Austin’s loss to Bret 
Hart helped “Stone-Cold.” Austin re- 
fused to submit to Hart’s sharp- 
shooter and ev ua lly passed out 
from pain, depriving Hart of the sat- 
isfaction of hearing him say, “I quit.” 
The image of Austin with blood 
streaming down his face symbolized 
the “Attitude” era and made Austin 
the company’s top fan favorite. 


we. 
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THE All -TIME 


V/RESTLEMANIA 


ROSTER 


AX (3, 3-0, WM5) 

Demolition finally started to shed the 
label of “Road Warrior knockoffs” at 
WM 5, and it was a sweet victory for Ax 
and Smash. Ax hit the Demolition drop 
on former manager Mr. Fuji to beat Fuji 
and The Powers of Pain in a handicap 
match, a team Hawk and Animal had 
struggled to beat. 


BOB BACKLUND 
(2, 0-2, WM 11) 

People said Backlund couldn’t com- 
pete in the 1990s WWF, but he proved 
them wrong with a solid effort against 
no less than Bret Hart in their “! Quit” 
match. Backlund locked Hart in the 
crossface chicken wing, and for a few 
moments, it looked like he was about 
to claim the biggest win of his come- 
back. Then Hart got loose. 


BARBARIAN @,1-2,wm6) 

The Barbarian very nearly separat- 
ed Tito Santana’s head from his shoul- 
‘ders with a brutal clothesline off the 
top rope. It established the wildman as 
a legitimate singles threat. 


DANNY BASHAM 
(1, 0-1, WM 20) 

The Bashams used their teamwork 
‘to take the upper hand in the Smack- 
down tag title bout, but Danny wasn’t 
ready for the power of Rikishi. He ended 
up on the wrong side of Rikishi’s huge 
butt, giving up the pin. 


DOUG BASHAM 

(1, 0-1, WM 20) 

_ The veteran Basham showed good 
poise, tagging himself into the match 


and working with Danny to double- 


team Shelton Benjamin. The former 
OVW champ had his head in the game. 


TON BASS @,Br, wm 4) 

“The Outlaw” wasted little time in 
mixing it up with rival Junkyard Dog 
in this battle royal. He also wasted 


—ueeeeeee, 90 time getting dumped 


Backlund vs. Hart 
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over the top. 


BATISTA (4, 1-0, wm 20) 
As of this writing, Ba- 
tista’s best ’Mania mo- 
ments were yet to come. 
But since this study cuts 
off at WM 20, we have no 
choice but to go with his 
win over The Rock 'n’ Sock 
Connection ... even though 
he was the least memo- 
rable part of that match. 


BRUTUS 
BEEFCAKE 
(6, 2-2-2, WM 6) 

The critics said Beef- 
cake was more concerned 
with “strutting and cut- 
ting” than winning his 
matches, and at WM 6 
Beefcake was committed 
to proving the haters 
wrong. Hulk Hogan had 
been the only man to beat 
Curt Hennig since “Mr. 
Perfect” arrived in the 


WWF. Beefcake took advantage of 
Hennig’s chicanery when he sling- 
shotted Hennig into a turnbuckle 
Hennig had exposed, allowing Beef- 
cake to score one of his biggest sin- 
gles wins. 


SHELTON BENJAMIN 
(2, 1-1, WM 19) 

Benjamin and Charlie Haas found 
themselves in the ring with two future 
WWE World champions, a former ECW 
World champion, and one of the top 
cruiserweights in the game, and they still 
came out with their tag title. That’s 
impressive, and Benjamin made it hap- 
pen by pinning Chavo Guerrero Jr. 


CHRIS BENOIT (42-3, wm20) 

“The Crippler” locked Triple-H in the 
crossface for what seemed like an eter- 
nity. Finally, HHH tapped, and the man 
who was too small and too bland to 
make it held the most prestigious cham- 
pionship in wrestling. As the confetti fell, 
a tearful Benoit embraced his family and 


thanked his on , I 


years of support. 


BAM BAM Bic ow 
(3, 1-2, WM 11) 

A grudge match has to be big if it 
goes on after a World title match, 
especially if that title match involves 
Shawn Michaels. The Bigelow-Law- 


» rence Taylor battle was the most high- 


ly anticipated match of 1995, and it 
was surprisingly competitive. Bigelow 
was on top of the world when he 
nailed L.T. with a moonsault. Unfor- 
tunately, he celebrated too long and 
gave L.T. time to recover. 


BIG BOSSMAN 
(6, 5-1, WM 15) 

Bossman had plenty of wins at 
’Mania, but his most memorable mo- 
ment came from his one loss. After Un- 
dertaker beat him in a “Hell In A Cell” 
match, ‘Taker hanged the Bossman as 
the cage was raised. It was frightening. 
Luckily, Bossman had the strongest 
neck muscles in wrestling! 


THE BIG SHOW 
(5, 0-5, WM 15) 
The Show sent a big message when 


Bhd! 
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(Ceerernieennmesi 
Big Show vs. Mankind 


he choke-slammed Mankind onto two 
standing steel chairs, using Foley’s spine 
to bend steel. Ouch! 


STEVE BLACKMAN 
(1, 0-1, WM 16) 

“The Lethal Weapon” didn’t have a 
lot of ’Mania success. In fact, the most 
memorable moment came when he 
and Al Snow attacked their mascot, 
Chester McCheesington. Midgets don’t 
do well at WM. 


B. BRIAN BLAIR 
(3, 0-1-BR, WM 3) 

The Killer Bees got opportunities to 
compete in battle royals in both WM 2 
and 4, but didn’t have much impact. 
Blair’s most memorable moment was 
his postmatch celebration with Jim 
Duggan after ol’ “Hacksaw” ran off The 
Iron Sheik and Nikolai Volkoff. 


TULLY BLANCHARD 
(1, 1-0, WM 5) 

Tully and Arn benefited from Rick 
Martel abandoning partner Tito San- 
tana, but truth be told, they had the 
match in hand already. Tully put it 
away by coming off the second turn- 
buckle for a spike piledriver, earning 
The Brainbusters the duke. 


ALUNDRA BLAYZE 
(1, 1-0, WM 10) 

Blayze looked like the second com- 
ing of Wendi Richter. She was hot, she 
was champ, and she was beating Lelani 
Kai at ’Mania. Then she bolted from the 
Fed, never to return. Maybe she was the 
second coming of Richter. 
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EL) BLU (2,0-1-BR wm 11) 


The Blu Brothers won the Giant 
Gonzalez Memorial Award for worst 
ring attire for their Bruiser Brody-in- 
spired hillbilly gear. 


JACOBS BLU (2,0-1-Br, wm 11) 


Uncle Zebekiah’s superior team fell 
apart under the onslaught of the com- 


bined forces of Davey Boy Smith and 


Lex Luger. 


ADAM BOMB ,0-1, ww 10) 


Poor Adam should have skipped 
’Mania and gone to a movie. He’d have 
been spared the embarrassment of los- 
ing to Earthquake in 32 seconds. 


BOOKER T 
(3, 1-2, WM 19) 

Triple-H made no secret 
that he thought Booker T 
wasn’t in his league, but 
Booker valiantly fought 
against “The Game.” HHH 
injured Booker’s left knee 
early, and Booker refused 
to submit, fighting until his 
leg couldn’t support his 
weight. He showed a cham- 
pion’s fighting spirit. 


MATT BORNE 
(1, 0-1, WM 1) 

Who knows where Matt 
Borne’s career would have 
gone if he had won his one 
and only WM match against 
Rick Steamboat? He came 
within inches of victory a 


have ducked when Steamboat went to 
the top rope. 


BRADSHAW 
(4, 1-2-BR, WM 17) 

It may not have meant much in the 
big picture, but this victory of The APA 
and Tazz over Right To Censor was tre- 
mendously satisfying for Bradshaw, a 
man who never cared for RTC’s tactics. 


DINO BRAVO (3, 1-2, WM5) 

The strongman dominated former 
NWA World champ. Ron Garvin, putting 
him away with a jarring side suplex. 
Huge win for the huge powerlifter. 


BROTHER LOVE 
(1, BR, WM 17) 

Seeing the red-faced preacher man 
again dredged up all that anger from 
the late-1980s. Seeing him get thrown 
to the floor less than a minute into the 
gimmick battle royal finally brought 
fans some closure. 


BAD NEWS BROWN 
(3, 0-0-2-BR, WM 4) 

Bret Hart learned a valuable lesson at 
the hands and feet of Bad News: Never 
trust anyone in a battle royal. Brown 
hoodwinked Hart into thinking they could 
share the victory, then leveled the “Hit- 


few times, but he should Booker vs. Triple-H 


, 
; SS oa nt 
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man” with a ghetto blaster kick to t 

head. Brown dumped Hart over the top 

for the win, but Hart smashed up his tra 
J _ phy afterward. f 


D-LO BROWN 
(3, 0-2-BR, WM 16) 
pe and The Godf. 


is that he didn’t get pinned in the four- 
way tag bout. Yup, that’s it. 


CHRIS CANDIDO 
(1, 1-0, WM 12) 

Imagine how cool it was to be Chris 
andido on March 31, 1996. As Skip, 
you pin Phineas Godwinn to win the 
F tag title, then get to go 

my “Sunny” Sytch, who 
ziti ashed her lovely der oe to help you 


oO ~ Los Bor- 


hance as mary of 
man and Bu Buchanan fo rac 
-sioe sbrity moment. 


a _ . JOHN CENA 
ime BRU NZELL a k Hogan slammed a 
ar ef 


“of WM 20. Cena’s 
impact player for 


_ The Bees would lose by DQ, but at | 
Brunzell got his signature spot in. 


BULL BUCHANAN oie as a team with 
(2, 1-0-BR, WM 16) atenty of brawling know-how, but 
Buchanan had a mentor in the the big men were no match for the 
_ Bossman, and he wasn’t about to let a revamped Legion of Doom. 
down. His bicycle kick put his team o 


D-Lo Brown and The Godfather. — CHRISTIANga, 3-1, WM 20) 
? 3 The CLB had everybody fooled. 

KING KONG BUNDY —_— Just when it looked like Chris Jer- 
(4, 1-3, WM 3) ; icho and Trish were an item, Chris- ” 

From a pure wrestling sense, Bundy’s _ tian orchestrated a huge swerve, ! 
performance against Hulk Hogan in a turning Trish against Y2J and scor- 
steel cage in the main event of the sec- ing an upset win over Jericho in the 
ond Palas should be our choice. But it’s process. It was win-win. 
not. ne on— undy bodyslammed a 
made on PPV! How could that not be BRIAN 
considered ’Mania magic? CHRISTOPHER 

: (2, 1-0-BR, WM 16) 

BUTTERBEAN  1,1-0, ww) Grandmaster Sexay juked and 


It only took 32 seconds for the chubby 
toughman to all but kill Bart Gunn’s 
career, damage wrestling’s credibility, 
and make a mockery of the “Brawl For 


jived his way through this six-per- 
son tag match, using his power to ; 
keep Eddie Guerrero, Dean Malenko, 
and Perry Saturn off-balance. Prob- 


All.” Good job! ably Christopher’s finest moment, 
given the level of competition. 

GARRISON CADE 

(1, 0-1, WM 20) ‘CHYNA (@,2-0, wm 16) 


Cade’s biggest WM accomplishment 
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urn, Eddie Guerrero, and Dean Ma- 
lenko, but try doing that while also try- 
ing to keep your torn leather pants 
from landing at your ankles. Ap- 
parently, Guerrero liked what he saw, 
as “The Ninth Wonder Of The World” 
would become his “Mamacita” a short 
time later. 


ROBERT CONWAY 
(1, 0-1, WM 20) 

When you have eight men in a short 
tag match, no one gets a chance to 
shine. If pressed, we’ll say Conway’s 
greatest moment was getting pinned by 
RVD. Sorry, Robert. 


JIM GCORNETTE (1, BR, wv 17) 

James E.’s magic moment was when 
Cpl. Kirchner went AWOL, opening a slot 
in the gimmick battle royal for Mama 
Cornette’s baby boy. 


CRUSH @, 0-3, wm 10) 
Hmmmmmm, getting outsmarted by 

a demonic clown or hogtied by the 
a Man”? Deci 


welt give the nod to Savage who 
Ma M14)-> cleverly negated the big man’ 's power 
1B W made up for a 


in a featured grudge bout. 


Be... 


lt’s hard enough fighting Sat- Crush vs. Savage 


(2, 1-0-BR, WM 3) 

Everyone wanted to see the crooked- 
ref-turned-wrestler get his comeup- 
pance, but it didn’t happen at WM 3. In- 
stead, Davis used Jimmy Hart’s mega- 
phone to clock Davey Boy Smith and 
steal another victory for The Hart Foun- 
dation in a six-man tag. 


(6, 4-3-1, WM 4) 


“The Million-Dollar Man” went 
through both Jim Duggan and Don 
Muraco to get to the finals of the World 
title tournament. If not for Hogan’s 
interference, he would have won the 
championship. And WWF history would 
be very different indeed. 


(2, 1-1, WM 11) 

Diesel triumphed over former friend 
Shawn Michaels in the championship 
bout at WM 11. Even more impressive, he 
celebrated by holding his title in the air 
and then walking to the back with both 


Jenny McCarthy and Pamela Anderson eT 
_ on the map. No one else has ever had 


‘on his arm, "Big Sey,” inde 
DINK ¢1, 04, won 1) 


Doink’s little friend wasn’t much help 
in the clowns’ very mixed tag match 
against Bam Bam Bigelow and Luna. 
Dink got to goof off with Luna a bit be- 
fore Doink got pinned, though. 


SS nT 


Diesel vs. Michaels 


(3, 1-1-BR, WM 9) 

It took two Doinks and one fake 
arm, but the clown got the win over 
Crush. It was the start of the regret- 
table Doink era in the WWF. 


(1, BR, WM 17) 

“The Dumpster” got to wave to his 

fans (he had some?) and shake his gar- 

bage can in the gimmick battle royal. 
Then it was back to taking out the trash. 


(4, 0-4, WM 17) 

The Dudleys helped set the bar for 
TLC matches in their series with the 
Hardys and Edge and Christian. Their 
matches at WM 16 and 17 were so 
packed with incredible spots, it’s impos- 
sible to choose just one. That’s why 
we’re considering the entire match a 
magic moment. 


(4, 0-4, WM 16) 
Those TLC matches put Dudleyville 


back-to-back Matches of the Year like 
these three teams. 


(4, 2-1-1, WM 5) 

Anyone questioning Hacksaw’s 
toughness was silenced after Duggan 
held his own in a wild donneybrook 


Duggan vs. Brown 


with Bad News Brown. Brown swung a 
chair and Duggan swung his two-by- 
four, and both were DQ’d. 


(1, 0-1, WM 20) 

See Robert Conway. Dupree didn’t get 
pinned, but wasn’t a factor in the match 
at all. His ring entrance was his highlight. 


(3, 1-2, WM 2) 

It probably wasn’t the way Dynamite 
Kid was planning to win, but it was ef- 
fective. With Ozzy Osbourne looking on 
at ringside, Davey Boy Smith pitched 
Greg Valentine into the ropes, where he 
banged heads with the famously thick- 
skulled Kid. It was enough to knock 
“The Hammer” out. Three seconds lat- 
er, new champions were crowned. 


(5, 4-0-BR, WM 10) 

Everyone talks about how dominant 
Undertaker has been at ’Mania, but 
what about ’Quake? At WM 10, he 
destroyed Adam Bomb in 32 seconds. 
Hercules, Valentine, and Money Inc. 
felt the tremors, too. 


(3, 3-0, WM 16) 
Edge’s insane spear from ladder to 
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ladder was as gutsy as it gets. Is anyone 
better in ladder matches than Edge? 


(1, BR, WM 14) 

Estrada’s magic moment might have 
happened in the locker room. We can’t 
remember it happening in the ring. 


(1, 0-1, WM 1) 

A living testament to how ’Mania has 
changed over the years. The masked 
Executioner was the first man introduced 
at WrestleMania, where he was soundly 
beaten by Tito Santana. Still, he was the 
first man to ever feel the spotlight before 
heading back to Parts Unknown. 
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(1, 1-0, WM 1) 

Since we’re dealing with moments, 
not matches, we have to go with Moolah 
and Capt. Lou Albano going ballistic at 
ringside when Wendi Richter beat Moo- 
lah’s protege, Lelani Kai, at the first 
WrestleMania. Priceless. 


(4, 1-2-BR, WM 13) 
The former Ron Simmons led his 
Nation of Domination into battle against 
Ahmed Johnson and The Legion of 
Doom. The Nation came up short. 


(3, 1-2, WM 8) 

He says he “kisses the girls and 
makes them cry,” and that’s exactly 
what the “Nature Boy” tried to do to 
Miss Elizabeth. Only Liz slapped him 
upside his head for his transgression, 
and Randy Savage beat him bloody. 


(5, 2-2-1, WM 16) 
Foley won three WWF World titles, 
but. one childhood goal eluded him: He 
never headlined WrestleMania. Linda 
McMahon changed that and gave the 
recently retired Foley a chance to get 
involved in a fatal four-way at WM 16. 
Foley went down to a Triple-H pedi- 
gree, but his salute to the fans after- 
ward was as genuine as it gets. 


(1, 0-1, WM 5) 
The former WWF 
tag team champ 
climbed into the 
ring only once as 
an active competi- 
tor at ’Mania, and 
he cost his team 
the match. Fuji ac- 
cidentally tossed 
his infamous salt in 
The Warlord’s face, 
incapacitating War- 
lord and leaving 
Fuji as easy prey 
for Demolition. 
(2, 0-1-BR, WM 20) ‘ 
Smackdown’s \ 7 
self-proclaimed 
“numbah-one an- “f/ 
nouncer” was Funk vs. Gunn 


eliminated from the cruiserweight 
open in mere seconds, but what was 
impressive was the crowd reaction. 
The fans were clearly hoping for an 
upset, and Funaki had fans out there. 
Management took notice, and by 
year’s end, the long-struggling Funaki 
got a cruiserweight title run. 


(1, 1-0, WM 2) 

You can be forgiven if you forgot the 
former NWA World champion Dory Funk 
Jr. ever appeared at ’Mania, especially 
since his tag match (with brother Terry) 
against Tito Santana and The Junkyard 
Dog was unremarkable. The Funks dou- 
ble-teamed Tito for most of the match 
with Dory acting as ring general. Nice 
win for the Funks. 


(2, 2-0, WM 14) 

For this Funk, it was sweet revenge. 
Not only did he get an opportunity to 
team with protege Cactus Jack, but he 
got revenge on The New Age Outlaws for 
sending him to the hospital weeks earlier 
on Raw. It didn’t matter that the tag title 
was held up the next night. Point made. 


(1, 0-1, WM 13) 

One of the strongest wrestlers ever, 
Furnas did nothing to stand out in the 
four-team elimination match. He and Phil 
LaFon were counted out. 


RON GARVIN (,0-1,w5) 

Garvin was barely a year-and-a- 
half removed from his NWA World title 
win over Ric Flair, but he quickly found 
past glories don’t mean squat in the 
WWF. Garvin almost claimed the win 
over Dino Bravo with a sleeper, but 
went down to a side slam. 


PETE GAS (1, BR, WM 16) 

Gas put a fire extinguisher to good 
use to wipe out Thrasher and briefly 
hold the hardcore title during the hard- 
core battle et Of course, then Tazz 
came by... 


JACKIE.GAYDA 
(1, 0-1, WM 20) 

Jackie was reluctant to take off her 
evening gown, but Sable and Torrie 
Wilson took the matter into their own 
hands. And there was much rejoicing 
everywhere. 


ROBERT GIBSON 
(1, BR, WM 14) 
The | Rock ’n’ Roll Express never had a 
‘sustained run in the WWF, but they gave 
their all in the tag team battle royal. 


THE GOBBLEDYGOOKER 
(1, BR, WM 17) 

Seeing the ’Gooker in the ring again 
was like watching one of those Night- 
mare On Elm Street movies in which 
the girl wakes up and realizes it was 
all a dream, until she finds Freddy Kru- 
ger’s claw marks on her comforter. 
But instead of a serial killer, wrestling 
fans awoke to a giant turkey. It was 
scary enough. 


THE GODFATHER 
(3, 0-2-BR, WM 16) 

Pimpin’ ain’t easy. But it is easier 
than finding a WrestleMania high- 
light for Godfather. We'll go with his 
ring entrance with Ice T, same as D- 
Lo Brown. 


HENRY GODWINN 
(3, 0-2-BR, WM 12) 

The former hog farmer dominated 
The Bodydonnas in this battle for the va- 
cant tag team title, but even his strength 
advantage wasn’t enough to overcome 
Sunny’s influence at ringside. 


PHINEAS GODWINN 
(3, 0-2-BR, WM 12) 

If only Phineas could have kept his 
mind on the match and not on Sunny’s 
Slammy Award-winning buns. He hesi- 
tated before going for his slop drop fin- 
isher just long enough for Sunny to climb 
onto the apron and distract him. 


BILL GOLDBERG 
(1, 0-1, WM 20) 

The fans at MSG knew both Goldberg 
and Lesnar were leaving after their 
match, and they heaped vitriol on both. 
Goldberg won the bout and received a 
decidedly mixed reaction. His "Mania mo- 
ment was the uncomfortable look on his 
face as he drank a beer with Steve Aus- 
tin, surrounded by booing fans, just wait- 
ing for Austin to stun him. And he did, to 
the fans’ delight. 


GOLDUST 6,0-4-ne, wm 12) 

It was bad enough losing to Roddy 
Piper in the wild “Backlot Brawl.” But the 
kicker came when “The Rowdy Scot” 
stripped Goldust of his clothes and left 
him laid out in the ring, wearing frilly 
women’s lingerie. Ugh! 


GIANT GONZALES 
(1, 0-1, WIM 9) 

At least he had a backup plan. 
When he realized he couldn’t beat Un- 
dertaker alone, his manager, Harvey 
Wippleman, gassed ’Taker with chlo- 
roform. Too bad it.didn’t work on “The 
Dead Man.” UT came back to slay the 
Bigfoot wannabe. 


THE GOON 1, BR, WM 17) 

The would-be hockey enforcer bare- 
ly got a chance to drop the gloves in the 
gimmick battle royal. In hockey, they 
call it getting a cup of coffee in the big 
leagues, then right back down to the 
pond leagues. 


CHAVO GUERRERO JR. 
(2, 1-1, WM 20) 

Chavito had two things in his fa- 
vor in the cruiserweight open: One, 
as champion, he was the last man to 
enter the match, and two, Chavo Sr. 
was at ringside. Both factors helped 
him pin Rey Misterio Jr. to keep his 
championship. 


EDDIE GUERRERO 


; a 
Sunny flashes Phineas 


(3, 2-2, WM 20) 

It wasn’t lying, cheating, or stealing, 
but it certainly was clever. Eddie untied 
his boot in mid-match, and when Kurt 
Angle caught him in the anklelock, Eddie 
was able to squirm out of his boot and 
surprise Angle with a quick roll-up. Angle 
was irate, but Eddie was still Smack- 
down champion. 


BART GUNN @, 0-2-BR, WM 15) 
The winner of the WWF's « 

All” got the tar punched out ot himib I 

Butterbean. The embarrassment was so 

great that he had to run off to Japan. We 

still don’t know if he has come home. 


BILLY GUNN @, 1-3, ww 14) 
The New Age Outlaws had a fea- 
tured spot in a title defense against 
hardcore icons Terry Funk and Cactus 
Jack. Gunn held his own against the 


-hardcore guys, setting up his own hard- 


core run a year later. 


CHARLIE HAAS 
(2, 1-1, WM 19) 

Haas and Benjamin solidified their 
claim as World’s Greatest Tag Team 
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when they beat the Guerreros and Chris 
Benoit and Rhyno in a three-way tag. 


HAKU @, 1-3-8R) 

Haku made a giant mistake when 
he and Bobby Heenan tried to vent 
their frustrations on Andre after The 
Colossal Connection dropped the tag 
title to Demolition. After the bout, Hee- 
nan slapped Andre, and Haku tried to 
nail the big man with a superkick. An- 
dre sent Haku scurrying and was back 
in the fans’ good graces. 


HAITI. KID (1, 1-0, wm3) 

The Haiti Kid—also briefly known as 
Little Mr. T—teamed with Little Beaver 
to wishbone Lord Littlebrook and try to 
~ tear his groin with a rowboat-like man- 
euver. Humorous, yet effective. 


JEFF HARDY @,0-3,wm17) 
Jeff Hardy executed the most insane 
dive ever seen at a WrestleMania when 


Bret’s celebration 
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he clambered to the top of a 16-foor lad- 
der and connected with a swanton bomb 
onto Buh Buh Ray Dudley, driving him 
through a table to the cement floor. Prob- 
ably one of the top five magic moments 
in Mania history. 


MATT HARDY 4, 1-3, wm 19) 


Matt successfully made the transition 
from tag team specialist to singles star 
with his successful cruiserweight title 
defense against Rey Misterio Jr. Hart 
floored Misterio with a Razor’s edge off 
the top rope, then snagged the win by 
using the ropes for leverage. 


BRET HART 13, 7-4-BR, wM 10) 
It was the worst of times, it was the 
best of times. Hart opened WM 10 with a 
loss to little brother Owen, then closed 
the show by beating Yokozuna for the 
World title. His shining moment was 
when he was hoisted onto the shoulders 
of the Federation’s fan favorites, as a 
jealous Owen fumed in the wings. 


OWEN'’HART 7, 5-1-1 wm 10) _ 


_ served as guest referee for the Lex Lu- 
t ger-Yokozuna World title match. _ Hennig 


Which brings us to Owen. Owen’s 
victory roll on brother Bret was a high- 


light for him both personally and pro- — 


fessionally. It also established him 
as a main-eventer. 


HAW IC @,2-0-BR, WM 13) 

There’s nothing the LOD liked 
more than an old-fashioned Chi- 
cago streetfight. Hawk and Ani- 
mal were in their element, team- 
ing with Ahmed Johnson to crush 
The Nation of Domination. 


MICHAEL HAYES 
(1, BR, WM 17) 

Considering how impressive this 
Freebird’s career was, you’d think 
he’d have a few shining moments 
at the big show. Nope. One gimmick 
battle royal appearance and back to 
..» Well, whatever it is Hayes does 
backstage for WWE. 


BILLY JACK HAYNES 
(1, 0-0-1, WM 3) 

Haynes fought Hercules to a dou- 
ble-countout, but the memorable 
moment occurred when Haynes 
was bloodied by Hercules outside 


the ring. As Jesse Ventura said: “Haynes 
may have won the battle, but Hercules 
won the war.” 


BOBBY HEENAN 
(2, 1-1, WM 9) 

“The Brain” has had memorable 
moments at every WrestleMania at 
which he has appeared. As a wrestler, 
he upset Koko B. Ware and fell to Terry 
Taylor. As a manager, he won and lost 
gold. As a color commentator, he was 
without peer. But as a Roman centuri- 
on, he was downright silly, riding into 
Caesars Palace backward on a camel. 
You gotta love Heenan! 


TRIPLE-H @,6-3, wm 16) 

HHH reversed a 16-year trend by 
becoming the first heel to win the main 
event of WM, edging out The Big Show, 
The Rock, and Mankind in a four-way 
bout. That was the night Triple-H truly 
became “The Game.” 


CURT HENNIG (4,1-3, wm 10) 
Hennig had the most impact when he 


took exception to Luger putting his 
hands on him and disqualified Luger. 
Poetic justice for Luger cheating to beat 
Hennig one year earlier. 


MARK HENRY (,8r, ww 14) 

Henry has been on the WWE roster for 
almost 10 years and only has one WM 
appearance to show for it. Just having 
the matchmakers remember he was 
available for WM 14 had to be considered 
a moral victory. 


HERCULES 6, 1-4-1, wm 3) 


Hercules Hernandez may not have 
won the hyped “battle of the full-nel- 
sons” against Billy Jack Haynes (it 
went to a double-countout), but he 
looked like the winner by the time it 
was really over. After the match, Her- 
cules wrapped his fist in his chain and 
repeatedly smashed Haynes in the 
face, leaving Haynes a bloody mess. 


HILLBILLY JIM 
(3, 1-0-BR, WM 3) 

The wild-maned man from Mudlick 
was always a sportsman at heart. That’s 


why he was so upset when King Kong 
Bundly ruthlessly attacked Little Beaver. 
Jim’s moment was checking on his pint- 
sized pal and leaving the ring in solidarity 
with four midgets. 


HONKY TONK MAN 
(3, 1-2, WM 3) 

Honky was a major underdog in his 
bout against Jake Roberts, especially 
since Roberts had rocker Alice Cooper in 
his corner. Honky used the ropes to steal 
a win that propelled him into title con- 
tention, and three months later he would 
do the same thing to win the I-C title. 


HULK\HOGAN 

(11, 8-3-1, WM 3) 

The “Hulkster” owned WrestleMania 
like no one else for the first decade of the 

supercard’s existence, and nothing sym- 

bolized his dominance of the event like 

the moment he bodyslammed Andre the 

Giant before 93,173 fans in the Pontiac 

Silverdome. It was the sweetest moment 

of Hogan’s legendary career. 


BOB HOLLY @,1-0-BR, wm 16) 

Holly smashed a glass jar over Tazz’ 
head to win the hardcore title just as 
time expired in the hardcore battle royal. 


CRASH HOLLY 1,8, ww 16) 

Crash’s 24/7 rule with the hardcore 
title always made things exciting. The 
hardcore title changed hands 10 times in 
a 15-minute span and finally ending with 
Crash locked in the Tazz-mission. 


MOLLY HOLLY 1,0-1, wm 20) 

Probably not a moment of which 
Molly is proud, but certainly a memo- 
rable one. After losing to Victoria, she 
was strapped into a barber’s chair and 
had her head shaved completely bald. 
And across America, confused men 
were heard to say, “Actually, she looks 
kind of hot bald.” 


SAM_HOUSTON 
(1, BR, WM4) 

Young Sam did his two-step and 
then got tossed out of the ring by Dan- 
ny Davis in WM 4’s battle royal. 


THE IRON SHEIK 
(4, 2-0-BR, WM 18) 

Admittedly, it wasn’t the most im- 
portant match of Sheik’s career. In fact, 
the gimmick battle royal was played for 
laughs only, but the nostalgia and 
entertainment factors made it one of 
the most memorable bouts on the card. 
The former WWF champion got a.loud 
ovation and even squared off (briefly) 
with old nemesis Sgt. Slaughter en 
route to winning the bout. 


[.R.S. (3, 1-2, wm 9) 

The fraternity of wrestlers who can 
claim WM victories over Hulk Hogan is 
extremely small, but Mike Rotundo has 
been a member since 1993. Rotundo— 
wrestling as Irwin R. Schyster—teamed 
with Ted DiBiase to snag a DQ win over 
Hogan and Brutus. Beefcake; thanks 
largely to IRS’ dominance of Beefcake, 
causing Hogan:to slip off his 
game plan and lose his cool. 


IVORY (1,0-1, wm 17) 

: Ivory had been taking credit 
for Chyna’s neck injury for 

months, and Chyna made her 

pay. Ivory stepped into the ring 

with the belt but was relieved 

of it in less than four minutes. 


MARTY 
| JANNETTY@, 1-2, wm 7) 
. The Rockers were at the top 
of their game when they beat 
Haku and The Barbarian. Jan- 


netty shined when he connect- 
' ed with a missile dropkick to 
Haku’s face en route to the win. 


Jazz vs. Stratus 


Less than a year later, Michaels and Jan- 
netty would be mortal enemies. 


JEFE JARRETT 121) ww 45) 

WM 15 was more than a routine 
title defense for Jarrett and Owen 
Hart. It was Jarrett’s last ‘Mania, 
and the last ’Mania for Hart, who 
would die tragically less than two 
months later. Jarrett and Hart had 
become close, and the win over D-Lo 
Brown and Test'was one of his most 
satisfying moments. 


JAZZ (2, 1-1, wm 18) 

Jazz kicked butt and took names 
in this triple threat match. She 
dished out an inhuman amount of 
punishment on Trish Stratus and Lita 
on her way to victory in Toronto. 


CHRIS JERICHO 
(5, 3-3, WM 18) 

Jericho’s WM highlight was one 
of the highlights of his wrestling ca- 
reer. He walked to the ring as the 
undisputed World champion, the 
first man ever to hold the WWF and 
WCW world titles simultaneously. 
Sure, he lost to Triple-H, but he head- 
lined ’Mania with the biggest prizes 
in the sport in his hands. 


MARK JINDRAK 
(1, 0-1, WM 20) 
Jindrak and Cade briefly got in a 
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double-team assault on Booker T in 
the four-way fracas. What can we say? 
Some moments shine brighter than 
others. Far brighter. 


AHMED JOHNSON 
(2, 1-1, WM 13) f 

You have to be a tough ude when 
The Road Warriors pick you to have their 
back in a Chicago streetfight. Johnson’s 
immense strength helped his team | beat 
The Nation. 7 Domination. 4 


S.D. JONES (1, 0-1, wit 
“Spe 


King Kong Bundy the moment the 
sounded at WM I. Of course, he was 
then slammed and pinned in a mere 


“nine seconds. ‘Maybe it wasn’t such a 


great strategy. 


JUNKYARD DOG 
(4, 1-2-BR, WM 1) 

JYD forced Intercontinental champion 
Greg Valentine into a fistfight instead ofa 
wrestling match, and Valentine was reel 
ing under the Dog’s onslaught. Valentine 
thought he scored the y by using the 
ropes for leverage, but when the match — 


was restarted, Valentine ran to the back - 


and took the countout loss. It was a 
moral victory for JYD, who proved he 
could compete with one of the top tech- 
nical grapplers in the game. 


SID,JUSTICE 2, 0-2, wm) 

Big Sid was one of the few wrestlers 
ever to kick out of Hulk Hogan’s deadly 
legdrop. Too bad manager Harvey Wip- 
pleman had so little confidence in him. 
His premature interference cost Vicious 
the match. 


LELANI KAI (2, 0-2, wm1) 

Kai had used her superior power to 
get the best of Wendi Richter and win 
the women’s title a month earlier, but 
it seemed like her only strategy in this 
match was to throw Richter around by 
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WM appearance was at 
_ the gimmick battle royal. 


aif times, but their first ‘match 


| Delisle inanieimosteat t such an unknown ca 
came when he rushed the massi je ity. 


aE al The Kat was seconded by Mae Yo 


her hair. At least she got 
to walk into the ring with 
the belt, because it didn’t 
take long for Richter to 
win it back. 


~KAMALA 
(1, BR, WM 17) 

Hard to believe “The 
Ugandan Giant’s” only 


His moment was his ring 
introduction. . 


KANE 6,2:3,wm414) 
Kane and Undertaker 
have clashed do ens of 


was the most memorable 
because | Kane was still 
od- 
Kane dropped d his broth- 
~ erwith; a tombstone, but even that could- 
n’tend the “Takers heralded streak. 


THE KAT 1, mh, WM 16) 


for her catfight against Terri. Too 
she was more interested in guest ref- 
‘eree Val Venis than winning the match, 
which is why Terri took it in less than 
three minutes. 


STACY KEIBLER 
_((1, 0-1 WM 20) 

Her ring entrance, of 
course. What did you 
think we were going to 
say? Her catch-as-catch- 
can grappling? 


BILLY KIDMAN 
(1, BR, WM 20) 

Kidman had a true high- 
light reel moment when 
he hit Nunzio and Jamie 
Noble with a flawless 
shooting star press out- 
side the ring during the 
cruiserweight open. 


KIM CHEE 
(1, BR, WM 17) 

It was Kim Chee’s 
chance to step out from 


Kane vs. Undertaker 


and grab singles glory at Wrestle- 
Mania. Didn’t happen. 


CPL. KIRCHNER ose 


ey WM2) | 


he crazed Marine $Btspnsid: 
Med Sgt. Slaughter lite intercepted 
Freddie Blassie’s cane and used it to 
kayo Nikolai Volkoff to steal a win at 
WM II. He followed up his win with 


behind Kamala’s shadow Kat and Mae Young 


some flag-waving and U-S-A chanting, 
of course. 


(1, 1-0, WM 7) 

The former sumo stunned Demolition 
and quickly established himself as the 
most powerful man in the ring, flooring 
Ax and Smash with shoulderblocks and 
chops. Kitao’s power knocked Demoliton 
off their game plan, and they were quick- 
ly beaten by their unheralded Japanese 
rivals, Kitauo and Genichiro Tenryu. 


(2, 1-1, WM 7) 

Thanks to an assist from Sags, Knobs 

was able to pin Jim Neidhart, allowing 

The Nasty Boys to win the WWF tag title. 

Knobs taunted the fans like nobody’s 

business, infuriating the folks in the Los 
Angeles Sports Arena. 


(1, 0-1, WM 13) 
LaFon and Furnas had plenty of suc- 
cess in Japan, but they were too bland to 
stand out in the WWF of the late-1990s. 
LaFon hit some sharp suplexes in his one 
*Mania match before getting counted out. 


(2, 1-1, WM 19) 

He got a 9.5 on the launch but only 
a 2.0 in the landing. Lesnar wrestled a 
tremendous match against Kurt Angle 
at WM XIX, but the memorable image 
from the match was Lesnar coming up 
just short on his shooting star press 
and nearly snapping his neck. Incred- 
ibly, he still won. 


(1, 0-1, WM 18) 

Lita wasn’t fully recovered from a 
neck injury when she faced Trish Stratus 
and Jazz in a triple threat match at WM, 
but she gave her all, injecting a dose of 
excitement into the bout. 


(1, 1-0, WM 3) 

Let the record show that Little Beaver 

actually called out Bundy before that big 

splash. He actually challenged Bundy 

several times before the mammoth one 

responded ... showing Beaver had more 
guts than brains. 


(1, 0-1, WM 3) 
Tokyo proved there’s no honor among 
thieves when he scorned King Kong 


Bundy after Bundy squished Little Beav- 
er. He stood tall for little people every- 
where and walked out on Bundy. 


(1, 0-1, WM 3) 

Littlebrook brought a veteran’s wiles 
into the mixed tag bout. But in all his 
years as a heel, he had never seen ac- 
tions as heinous as Bundy’s; his disgust 
was palpable. 


(3, 2-1, WM 9) 

“The Narcissist” made a grand en- 
trance, posing with four gorgeous bikini- 
clad attendants, then went on to pin Curt 
Hennig at Caesars Palace in Vegas. 


(2, 1-0-BR, WM 10) 

The massive Mabel was the dominant 
force in the WM 10 tag title bout, helping 
Men on a Mission beat champions The 
Quebecers by countout. 


(1, 0-1, WM 16) 

Malenko never got a chance to exert 
his technical mastery in The Radicals’ 
match against Chyna and Too Cool. Ma- 
lenko rarely had much luck when he 
tried wrestling against women. 


(1, 0-1, WM 7) 


Martel’s most famous ’Mania moment . 


wasn’t found in her 
loss to Sapphire. It 
came when she at- 
tacked Randy Sav- 
age after his retire- 
ment match loss to 
The Ultimate War- 
rior. That prompted 
Miss Elizabeth to run 
in and send Sherri 
scurrying out of the 
ring, as Liz reunited 
with the “Macho 
Man.” 


(1, 1-0, WM 18) a 

It was the most + 
circuitous title win 
ever. Maven fight- fy me 
ing Goldust for the “ 
hardcore title when Luger vs. Hennig 


Spike Dudley sneaked in and 
pinned him for the title. Over the 
next three hours, the belt bounced 
from Spike to Hurricane to Molly 
Holly to Christian and finally back 
to Maven, who surprised Christian 
backstage with a pin. 


(1, 0-1, WM 2) 

The comely challenger surprised 
champ Fabulous Moolah with a sud- 
den assault of dropkicks, elbows, 
and a big bodyslam. Mcintyre was on 
the verge of claiming the win when 
she opted to go for a big splash. She 
missed and Moolah took the win. 


(2, 2-0, WM 17) 

Shane 0’Mac permanently shed his 
Greenwich brat image when he con- 
nected with a spectacular Van termi- 
nator dropkick from turnbuckle to turn- 
buckle to beat his father, Vince, in their 
surprisingly violent streetfight. 


(2, 0-2, WM 19) 

It was billed as “a match 20 years in 
the making.” Vince brought his “A” game 
when he faced Hulk Hogan in a street- 
fight. He didn’t even let a gaping wound 
on his forehead stop him from battling 
back. But in the end, even a surprise run- 
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in from Roddy Piper wasn’t enough to 
save Vince’s bacon, as the “Hulkster” 
put him away after three legdrops. 


MARC MERO a, 1-0, wm 44) 

The former |-C champ was out- 
shined by his wife, Sable (whom he 
trained), in his only WM appearance. 
He never got over that. 


~ SHAWN MICHAELS 
(11, 5-6, WM 12) 
“The Heartbreak Kid” made one of the 
grandest entrances in WrestleMania his- 
tory when he rappelled down to the ring 
from the rafters of Arrowhead Pond. He 
went on to beat Bret Hart in overtime of 
the “Ironman” match that would be 
voted 1996’s Match of the Year. 


TAKA MICHINOKU 
(2, 1-0-BR, WM 14) 

Taka’s athleticism and speed helped 
him create interest in cruiserweight 
wrestling in the WWF, which had al- 
ways been exclusively a big man’s pro- 
motion. Taka’s exciting win over Aguila 
helped introduce the fans to wrestling’s 
next big thing. 


Vince vs. Hogan 
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BUTCH MILLER 
(2, 1-0-BR, WM 5) 

The Bushwhackers used their raw 
power and unorthodox offense to keep 
the Rougeaus reeling. Bloody lovely, 
tell your mother! 


-REY,MISTERIO JR. 


(2, 0-2, WM 19) 

The greatest cruiserweight in the 
world? Not at WrestleMania, he’s not. 
Rey’s loss to Matt Hardy has to rank as 
one of the biggest chokes of his career. 


MR. T. (2, 2-0, WM 1) 

The critics said Mr. T had no business 
being in the ring. with professional wres- 
‘tlers. The star of Rocky Ii answered 


Piper in the first two ’ anias. Mr. T made 
his statement at WrestleMania when he 
hoisted Piper onto his shoulders and 
stunned the Glasgow native with a per- 
-fectly executed airplane spin, an image 


that received national mainstream pub- 


licity and helped put WM on the map. 


VL (11-0, WM 10) 


Who could forget Mo’s incredible Asai 
moonsault onto The Quebecers? Just 
kidding. Mo kind of danced to the ring, 
got beat up for a while before tagging to 
Mabel, then danced to the back. 


THE MODEL ¢,2-4-1,ww7) 
Maybe the blindfold match looked 


Orie b 


good on paper, but it made for several 
minutes of Rick Martel and Jake Roberts 
just groping around in the dark. It may 
not have been a mat classic, but it was a 
unique bout nonetheless. Martel almost 
won with his Boston crab, but he ended 
up eating a DDT a short time later. 


SHANNON MOORE 
(1, BR, WM 20) 

Moore had the privilege of starting 
the cruiserweight open against Ultimo 
Dragon. He also had the privilege of be- 
ing the first man eliminated, courtesy 
of Ultimo Dragon. 


PEDRO MORALES 
(1, BR, WM 2) . 

Pedro Morales was in the twilight of 
his career by the time the ‘Mania era 
dawned. His only appearance was in the 
big battle royal, featuring WWF and NFL 
stars. Morales was clearly out of his ele- 
ment and was quickly tossed. 


RICK MORTON 
_(1, BR, WM 14) 


. h e Rock ’n’ Roll. ee had a leg- 


endary career in the NWA. Their appear- 
ance at WrestleMania was a swan song 
of sorts for a great career. 


MOSH ¢2,1-BR, wM13) 

The dress-wearing duo kicked WM 13 
into gear by beating The New Blackjacks, 
Furnas and LaFon, and the Godwinns in 
an elimination match. 


THE MOUNTIE 
(5, 1-3-BR, WM 7) 

Jacques Rougeau used a 4,000-volt 
cattle prod to shock his way to his first— 
and only—singles win at Mania, zapping 
Tito Santana for the win. 


DON MURACO 
(3, 1-2-1, WM 4) 

The original Rock had “Superstar” 
Billy Graham in his corner to provide 
moral support in his tournament match 
against Dino Bravo. Muraco powered his 
way to victory, but couldn’t get past Ted 
DiBiase in the next round. 


JIM NEIDHART 
(6, 3-1-BR, WM 2) 
“The Anvil” made it to final three 


Orndorff vs. Mr. T 


of the WM 2 battle royal. He and Bret 
Hart eliminated three-time NFL Pro 
Bowler Russ Francis before The Hart 
Foundation was eliminated by Andre. 
No shame in losing to the king of the 
battle royal himself. 


JAMIE NOBLE (1,8r, wm 20) 

Because the action was so fast and 
furious, it’s easy to forget Noble made 
Ultimo Dragon tap out to a sweet Drag- 
on sleeper. That’s no small feat, and 
Noble deserves his props. 


NUNZIO (1,BrR, wm 20) 


Nunzio took the fight to Jamie 
Noble, but was eliminated from the 
cruiserweight open when he was in- 
capacitated by a senton splash. 


PAUL ORNDORFF 
(2, 0-1-1, WM 1) 

Orndorff wanted nothing more 
than to humiliate Hulk Hogan and Mr. 
T on the national stage, and for sev- 
eral minutes during the first ’Mania 
main event, “Mr. Wonderful” did just 
that. Orndorff blasted Hogan with a 
series of kicks, and then executed a 
backbreaker, leaving Hogan hurt and 
giving Orndorff time to show off his 
“superior physique.” 


BOB ORTON 
JR. @,0-1, wm 3) 

Roddy Piper’s “Ace” 
never got a chance to 
showcase his trademark 
superplex at the big show, 
as he and Don Muraco fell 
to The Can-Am Connection 
in the opener of WM. May- 
be he was so overcome 
with Aretha Franklin’s ren- 
dition of “America The 
Beautiful” to concentrate 
on his match. Yep, that’s 
the ticket. 


RANDY ORTON 
(1,1-0, WM 20) 

In a match that fea- 
tured Ric Flair, Batista, 
The Rock, and Mankind, 
it was Randy Orton who 
managed to steal the 
show. Orton showed his 
superstar potential when 
he caught Foley with the RKO from 
out of nowhere to take the pin. Orton 
did what his father never could: 
score a win at WM. 


PIERRE OULETTE 
(1, 0-1, WM10) 

Jacques and Pierre did an 
admirable job working over Mo. 
They may have lost the match, 
but they walked out of ‘Mania 
with the tag belts. Isn’t that 
what really counts? 


DALLAS PAGE 
(1, 1-0, WM 19) 

Bang! DDP connected with 
his trusty Diamond cutter to put 
Christian on his back. And, as 
DDP said after the match, that’s 
a good thing. 


CHUCK PALUMBO 
(1, 1-0, WM 18) 

Even though they were the 
tag champions heading into 
the match, Billy and Chuck 
weren’t expected to survive the 
challenge of the Hardys, Dud- F 
leys, and APA in a four-way _ . 
bout. The effeminate duo | 


found a way to win, a feat that helped 
them win Tag Team of the Year hon- 
ors for 2002. 


KEN PATERA (1, 8R, WM4) 

The former Olympian made good on 
his comeback, eliminating both Nikolai 
Volkoff and Boris Zukhov in a battle 
royal. Some thought he would face 
Hogan in a main event clash down the 
road, but it never materialized. 


MIGUEL PEREZ (1,58; WM14) 


The Boricua became the hairiest man 
to compete at WM since George Steele. 
That counts for something, right? 


RODDY PIPER 6, 1-3-4,WMg) 


Piper was responsible for several 
great Mania moments, including when 
he doused Morton Downey Jr. with a 
fire extinguisher and when he shaved 
Adrian Adonis’ head. But Piper’s most 
magical Mania moment happened 
when he stood above a helpless Bret 
Hart, brandishing the timekeeper’s 
bell. But instead of striking Hart, Piper 
looked out to the fans and then threw 
the belt aside in favor of a sleeper in a 
rare display of sportsmanship. 


proved the doubters wrong and Orton vs. Rock 


 ° 
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JIM POWERS (1, 6R, wu 4) 


To use a line from Jim Cornette, 
Jim Powers opened more cards than 
Hallmark. He was just thrilled to be in 
the WM 4 battle royal. Hell, he proba- 
bly would have been happy selling 
programs. 


TOM PRICHARD 
(1,1-0,WM 12) 

Remember when we said it would 
have been cool to be Chris Candido at 
WM 12? Well, it must have stunk to be 
Tom Prichard, who was forced to shear 
and dye his hair and be called Zip. Worst 
of all, no Sunny for you. 


HARLEY RACE 
(2, 1-0-BR, WM 3) 

All Harley wanted was for Junkyard 
Dog to bow before him, and since JYD 
lost the match, per the match stipula- 
tion, he should have. Instead, JYD 
chased King Harley and Bobby Heenan 
from the ring and paraded around in 
Race’s royal garb. The Dog had the 
clothes, but Race had the win. 


Rooster vs. Heenan 
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RAZOR RAMON 
(4, 3-1, WM 10) 

Not only did “The Bad Guy” suc- 
cessfully defend his I-C title against 
Shawn Michaels, but he reinvented the 
ladder match in the process. One of 
the greatest bouts in WM history, and 
Razor came out on top. 


RAVEN (1,04, wm 17) 

The highlight of the Raven vs. Big 
Show vs. Kane battle for the hardcore 
title was the low-speed golf cart chase 
in which Raven tried to escape from 
the giants backstage. Then things 
turned violent again. 


THE RED ROOSTER 
(1, 1-0, WM 5) 

Under normal circumstances, a 
42-second win at WM would be a 
career highlight, but not so for Terry 
Taylor. Taylor destroyed former man- 
ager Bobby Heenan. While it may 
have been a satisfying win on a per- 
sonal level, it did nothing for Taylor’s 
career, and soon he was poultry in 
motion right out of the WWF. 


BUTCH REED (2, 1-1, wm 4) 

As Bernie Mac might say, “Ain’t 
nothin’ natural about a black man 
with blond hair.” Nonetheless, “The 
Natural” Butch Reed very nearly up- 
set Randy Savage in the WM 4 World 
title tournament. Reed made the mis- 
take of taking too long on the top 
rope and getting caught, prompting 
announcer Jesse Ventura to claim 
Elizabeth must have “showed Reed.a 
little leg” to distract him. 


WILLIAM REGAL 
(2, 0-2, WM 18) 
The man from Blackpool, Eng- 


-land, had RVD in serious trouble 


when he turned a full-nelson into a 
German suplex, leaving Van Dam 
seeing stars. Had he been a step 
faster to capitalize, he would have 
left WM 18 with the I-C belt. 


DUSTY RHODES 
(1, 1-0, WM 6) 

The WWF version of Dusty Rhodes 
was much, much different from “The 
American Dream” who graced NWA 


rings. How different? His greatest ’Ma- 
nia moment wasn’t winning a title belt. 
It was him jiggling around with Eliz- 
abeth and Sapphire in a postmatch vic- 
tory dance after beating Savage. Dis- 
turbing ... on many levels. 


RHYNO (, 0-1, wm 19) 

On paper, Rhyno and Chris Benoit 
made a great team—almost an updated 
Hart Foundation. In reality, Rhyno and 
Benoit’s egos clashed, and their differ- 
ences and poor communication cost 
them in their one shot at the tag title. 


STEVIE RICHARDS 
(1, 0-1, WM 17) 

This six-man tag bout was the end 
for Right to Censor. Stevie’s group 
self-destructed after this devastating 
loss to Tazz and the APA. 


WENDI RICHTER 
(1, 1-0, WM 1) 

There was a time when Wendi 
Richter was one of the WWF’s hottest 
properties, injecting a dose of girl 
power into the testosterone-heavy 
wrestling world. Her shining moment 
was at the first WM, as she hugged 
pop star manager Cyndi Lauper after 
beating Lelani Kai to win the WWF 
women’s championship. No one 
could have predicted it was to be her 
last WM appearance. 


RINKISH! (4, 2-2, wm 16) 


Next time you wonder why Pete 
Rose was inducted into the WWE Hall 


- of Fame, remember when he agreed to 


take a stinkface from Rikishi at WM 16. 
Think Barry Bonds would do that? 


ROAD DOGG 3, 1-2, ww 15) 
Dogg proved his mettle as I-C cham- 
pion, beating former champions Gol- 
dust, Val Venis, and Ken Shamrock in a 
four-corner elimination match. 


JAKE ROBERTS 
(8, 3-4-1, WM 3) 

Roberts didn’t get the I-C title in his 
match against The Honky Tonk Man, 
but he did get the opportunity to join 
Alice Cooper in draping Damien on 
Jimmy Hart. Really, which would you 
rather have? 


(3, 0-2-BR, WM 4)... © “a % . «pe Ee i ae 
I standout’s shining BRUNO SAMMARTINO 
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THE ROCK ¢e, 4-4, wm 18) 


It was one of the great all-time Mania 
moments. Hulk Hogan and The Rock 
standing toe-to-toe, with 60,000-plus 
rabid fans looking on. Rock made Hogan 
pass the torch by taking it by force in 
2002’s Match of the Year. 


RODNEY (1,Br, wM 16) - 
He won a title at WM, only he did it 


by pinning Funaki backstage i the. 


hardcore battle royal, then immec iate- 
bimroreil 
Power and Glory— i 
cules—had momentum and seemed 
to be on their way to the tag title, 
but that train came off the track at 
WM 7 when The Legion of Doom sliced 
through them. Roma took the hard 
fall from the doomsday device in a 
lopsided loss. 


RAYMOND ROUGEAU 

a . 

_ The Montreal standout’s 

moment came when he eliminated rival 

B. Brian Blair in the WM 4 battle royal. 

He would then be tossed by Blair’s 
\partner, Jim Brunzell. 


RICK RUDE ¢,2-0, wm5) 

Rude got an assist from manager 
Bobby Heenan to (1) beat the seeming- 
ly unbeatable Ultimate Warrior, and (2) 
give Heenan his first WWF champi- 
onship. The win took Rude very close 
to the top of the singles ranks. 


TERRI RUNNELS 
(1, 0-1, WM 16) 

We’d show you pictures of what Ter- 
ri was wearing for the catfight against 
The Kat, but there aren’t many we can 
run in a family publication. 


SABLE @, 2-1, wm 14) 

Luna Vachon made a big mistake 
by instigating a feud with Sable. She 
beat the crazed veteran with her Sable 
bomb, showing she was much more 
than just a pretty face. 


JERRY SAGS (2,1-1,wm7) 
Sags saved the day for The Nasty 


MA PRE 4 . 
PAUL.ROMA 0. 8, 7) 4 
noma id Her — 
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Sable vs. Luna 


Hart’s megaphone and draping Brian 
Knobs’ arm over “The Anvil” to help the 
Nastys take the tag straps. Highway rob- 
bery, Nasty-style. 


Had Sammartino faced any of the 
men in the NFL/WWF battle royal one- 
on-one, there’s a good chance he would 
have won. But he was overwhelmed by 
the numbers game and eliminated. 


DAVID SAMMARTINO 
(1, 0-0-1, WM 1) 

Being the son of “The Living Leg- 
end” means you have some pretty big 
shoes to fill. Papa Bruno was at ring- 
side when David faced a young Brutus 
Beefcake, and David seemed to have 
the upper hand. But when Bruno and 
Beefcake’s manager Johnny Valiant 
got involved, the ref had no choice but 
to disqualify both men. 


SAMU (01, wmg) 


Samu blistered the Steiner brothers . 


with vicious chops, hard kicks, and 
headbutts. He strong-armed both broth- 
ers before getting pinned by Scott. 


TITO SANTANA 
(7, 1-6, WM 5) 

You might not think losing a match 
and a tag team partner would be a 


Boys, popping Jim Neidhart with Jimmy highlight, but it was for Santana. It 


was a dream match between former 
WWF tag champs Strike Force and for- 
mer NWA champs The Brainbusters. 


After accidentally hitting partner Rick — 


Martel with a forearm, Santana was 
left to fight Tully and Arn by himself. 


He fought valiantly, and though he 


lost, he conducted himself with honor, 
unlike his partner. 


SAPPHIRE (a, 1-0, wm 6) 

What a year for Sapphire! She 
went from being a ringside fan to 
being Dusty Rhodes’ manager to re- 
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DiBiase’s Million-Dollar dream and on his 
way to slumberland when Hulk Hogan 
took advantage of a distracted referee 
and cracked a steel chair across DiBi- 
ase’s back. Savage made the most of his 


VARESTLEMANIA 
. ROSTER opportunity and landed an elbowdrop to 
a first WWF World title. 


Rag oe | sc Ory TOO HOTTY 
7) 


2-0- 20) 
an Too Hotty had been out of the 
ouple of years, but 
got the fans going 


Dangerous Man” 
out to his an- 
s cool and didn’t 
n the bell rang, 
rse his decision. 


' It took fou be the wild Sa- 
moan out of the the WM 4 battle 

yal. e was off to terrorize 
folks bees 


/ SKINNER (1, 0-1, WM 8) 


The former Steve Keirn very nearly 


Biase. She even scored a pin over 
Sherri Martel at WM, despite having 
no discernible wrestlinglability. SOP 
folks are born lucky. — 


AKIO SATO @,1-0, wm6) 

Sato and Tanaka @ominated The He spat his chew at Owen Hart and 
Rockers with quick double-teams 
and nerveholds, but Sato secured the 
victory when he threw a handful of 
salt into Marty Jannetty’s eyes, al- 
lowing The Orient Express to take the 
countout win. The Express would go 


to fame and fortune while Jannetty 
and Shawn els would fade to 
obscurity ... or maybe not. 

PERRY SATURN 

(1, 0-1, WM 16) 


On the downside, Saturn found him- 
self on the losing end of a match against 
Too Cool and a woman. On the upside, at 
least he wasn’t in WCW anymore. 


RANDY SAVAGE 
(8, 6-4, WM 4) 
The “Macho Man” was locked in Ted Shamrock vs. Rock 
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flattened Hart with his gatorbreaker 
finisher, and the pinfall seemed all but 
academic. Somehow, Hart kicked out 
and stole the win, sending Skinner 
back to the Everglades in shame. 


SGT. SLAUGHTER 
(3, 1-1-BR, WM 7) 

Sarge’s 'Mania moment wasn’t 
even aired until after the PPV ended. 
After his loss to Hulk Hogan, he blind- 
ed Hogan with a fireball in the locker 
room, setting the stage for a feud that 
burned all summer long. 


SMASH 6, 3-2-BR, WM 4) 

The fans said Demolition were cut- 
rate Road Warrior clones, but at WM 4, 
they managed to win the tag title and 
come into their own. Smash’s power 
was vital in beating Strike Force. 


DAVEY BOY SMITH 
(7, 4-2-1, WM 7) 

Smith shed his label as a tag team 
specialist by adding bulk and decisive- 
ting The Warl rdin a career-de- 
singles bout. It was | his first big 
oward putting ‘The British Bull- 
behind him. 


SNIPER a, BR, WM 14) 

The Truth Commission was only in 
the tag team battle royal for about a 
minute when former member Kurrgan 


‘had the biggest win of his life at WM. ~ interfered and caused them to be elim- 
inated. Fame is fleeting, Sniper. 


AL SNOW 20-2, ww15) 
Snow got pretty hardcore, but not 
hardcore enough to beat Bob Holly and 
Billy Gunn in a three-way bout for the 
hardcore title. 


JIMMY SNUKA ¢2,0-2, wm5) 

Snuka’s greatest WM moment wasn’t 
even part of a match. He made a surprise 
return to the WWF at WM 5 and walked 
to the ring to salute his fans with his “1 
love you” hand gesture. It was one of 
those famous surprises that showed 
anything can happen at *Mania. 


| DANNY SPIVEY (1,8, ww2) 

Spivey’s battle royal strategy was 
simple: avoid locking up as long as he 
could. He stood in the center of the 
ring and watched the maelstrom un- 
fold for as long as he could. Then he 
was dumped. 


RICK STEAMBOAT 

(4, 3-1, WM 3) 

__ Many still consider the Steamboat- 
Savage match from WM 3 to be the 
greatest PPV match of all-time. Steam- 
boat was still suffering from an injured 
larynx, suffered at the hands of the 
“Macho Man.” Luckily for Steamboat, 
George Steele stopped Savage from in- 
flicting more damage with the time- 
keeper’s bell, allowing him to roll Sav- 
age up to win the bout. It was a thril- 
ling finish to an incredible match. 


| GEORGE STEELE 

(2, 0-1-BR, WM 2) 

The only things that could distract 
“The Animal” from his beloved Elizabeth 
were those tasty turnbuckle pads. Steele 
munching down on the turnbuckle 
foam—and sharing some with Randy 
Savage—was a classic moment. 


RICK STEINER (1, 1-0, wg) 

The Steiners-Headshrinkers clash 
was one of the stiffest matches ever at 
WM. Rick was seated on Fatu’s shoul- 
ders when he caught Samu coming off 
the top rope with an incredible belly- 
to-belly suplex. 


SCOTT STEINER 
(1, 1-0, WM 9) 
Scott scored the winning pinfall after 


catching Samu with his Frankensteiner, 
which got a monster pop from the crowd. 


TRISH STRATUS 
(2, 1-1, WM 19) 

You’ve come a long way, baby! 
Trish showed she is the top woman in 
the game when she beat Jazz and Vic- 
toria (arguably the second- and third- 
best women in the game) in a show- 
stealing match, 


BIGJOHN STUDD 


(2, 0-1-BR, WM 2) 


It was billed as the battle between 
wrestlers and football players, and Big 
John was loaded for bear. Or, more 
accurately, loaded for Chicago Bear 
William “Refrigerator” Perry. Studd 
hip-tossed the Super Bowl champion 
over the top rope, then made the mis- 
take of shaking Perry’s hand, which 
allowed Perry to pull Studd out of the 
ring. Studd proved he was a better 
fighter than a football player, but he 
wasn’t too smart. 


TAJIRE (4, BR, WM 20) 

Live by the mist, die by the mist. That 
was the lesson Tajiri learned when he 
accidentally sprayed Akio with his green 
liquid. Tajiri was so upset over his error 
that he let his guard down and was 


eliminated from the cruiserweight open 
by Rey Misterio Jr. 


TAMA a, 1-0, wm 4) 

Tama’s educated feet (and double- 
team tactics) helped The Islanders and 
Bobby Heenan beat The British Bull- 
dogs and Koko B. Ware. The dog-nap- 
per did good. 


PAT TANAKA a, 1-0,wm6) 

Pat Tanaka never flew higher than he 
did when he took a double-back body- 
drop from The Rockers. He might have 
set a ‘Mania hang time record. 


TATANKA (2,2-0, wm) 

The undefeated Native American 
had Shawn Michaels reeling with el- 
bows, slams, and aerial attacks, prompt- 
ing a frightened Michaels to get inten- 
tionally disqualified to save his Inter- 
continental title. 


LAWRENCE TAYLOR 
(1, 1-0, WM 11) 

We all knew L.T. was a great football 
player. Turns out he was a damn fine 
wrestler, too. He stunned Bam Bam 
Bigelow with forearm smashes before 
finally pinning him in a huge upset. No 
wonder Salt ’N’ Pepa wrote a song for 
him just for this match. 
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THE ALL-TIME 
RESTLEMMANIA 


Tori vs. Sable 


TAZZ (2, 1-BR, WM 16) 

“The Human Suplex Machine” was a 
one-man wrecking crew in the hardcore 
battle royal. It looked like he had the 
match—and the hardcore title—in hand 
until Bob Holly smashed a glass jar over 
his head and stole his win away. 


GENICHIRO TENRYU 
(1, 1-0, WM 7) 

Demolition probably expected an 
easy night against Tenryu and Kitao, 
but it didn’t come to pass. Tenyru made 
sure of that when he surprised Smash 
with his sitdown power bomb for a 
quick victory, humiliating Demolition on 
the sport’s grandest stage. 


TEST (@,1-2,wm 17) 

We can’t help it. Test’s greatest 
WrestleMania moment came when he 
got tied up in the ring ropes and was 
stuck dangling upside-down against 
Eddie Guerrero. It seemed like Test 
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would never get freed, and it made for 
one of the most unintentionally funny 
moments in WM history. 


THRASHER 2, 1-BR, wu 13) 


Mosh and Thrasher’s stage dives and 


» headbanging were enough to help them 


‘win a four-team elimination match at 
WM 13. It propelled them up the stand- 
ings and put them in line for a title shot. 


TOR) a, 0-1, ww15) 

Has there ever been tighter, more sug- 
gestive ring attire? We think not ... ex- 
cept for maybe Giant Gonzalez. Her just 
‘standing there was a nice moment for us. 


TYPHOON @,1-0-8r, wma) 


Typhoon battered Irwin R. Schyster 
and Ted DiBiase and helped The Nat- 
ural Disasters eke out a countout win 
over the tag champs. 


THE ULTIMATE 
WARRIOR 64-1, wm 6) 

They called it the clash between the 
unstoppable force and the immovable 
object. Warrior kicked out of Hogan’s 
legdrop and put him away with a big 
‘splash. Then, as he celebrated by holding 
both the World and I-C titles aloft, he 
returned Hogan’s salute and soaked in 
the adulation of the fans. 


ULTIMO DRAGON 
(1, 0-1, WM 20) 

We respect Ultimo Dragon for all his 
accomplishments and his incredible 
wrestling skill, and we were happy to see 
his straight-out-of-Hollywood comeback 
from a career-threatening in- 
jury to compete at WM in Mad- 
ison Square Garden. That’s 
why his slipping and falling 
(both on the entranceway and 
turnbuckles) was so memo- 
rable. Way to sully the feel- 
good story of the year, Dragon! 


UNCLE ELMER 
(1, 0-1, WM 2) 

The patriarch of Mudlick, 
‘Kentucky’s, most famous ras- 
slin’ clan went down in defeat 
to the sport’s heaviest trans- 
vestite. Take a second to read 


Uncle Elmer’s shining moment was the 
two-step he danced when he entered the 
ring. Don’t go messin’ with a country boy. 


THE UNDERTAKER 
(12, 12-0, WM 17) 

“The Dead Man’s” ’Mania streak has 
become the stuff of legends. Never was 
it more impressive than when ’Taker 
toppled Triple-H in a wild match that 
went all over the arena. He was bloody 
but unbowed. 


LUNA VACHON 
(2, 1-1, WM 10) 

Luna and Goldust made for Wrestle- 
Mania’s most bizarre pair. The only 
couple that’s been more public with 
their affections was Joanie Laurer and 
Sean Waltman. 


VADER ¢2,1-0-1, wM 13) 

Vader teamed with a man he for- 
merly considered his mortal enemy to 
fight to a double-countout against 
Owen Hart and Davey Boy Smith. How 
did Jim Cornette keep Vader and Man- 
kind together? ‘ 


GREG VALENTINE 
(5, 2-4, WM 4) 

Some consider it the biggest upset 
in WM history. Many fans were looking 
forward to a rematch between Steam- 
boat and Savage during the World title 
tournament at WM 4. Valentine played 
the spoiler, eluding Steamboat’s flying 
bodypress and cradling Steamboat for 
a surprise win to advance into the 
tourney semifinals. 


‘that again if you like. Anyway, Valentine vs. Steamboat 


ROB VAN DAM 
(2, 2-0, WM 18) 

Perhaps the wrestler most closely 
tied to the initials ECW won the Inter- 
continental title in the opening bout of 
WM 18. Van Dam was a star on the 
rise, and most of us thought it was only 
a matter of time until he won the World 
title. We’re still waiting. 


SAVIO VEGA 
(3, 0-2-BR, WM 12) 

Maybe Savio was overconfident. After 
all, he had already beaten Steve Austin 
several times. Vega enjoyed the advan- 
tage for most of the match until Austin 
turned things around for good. 


VAL VENIS (2,0-2, wm 16) 

Venis was only supposed to be the 
guest referee for the catfight between 
The Kat and Terri. Instead, both women 
were leaping into his arms, suffocating 
him with kisses. Somewhere, Earl Hebner 
was green with envy. 


| VICTORIA (2, 1-1, wm 20) 


We'll take the high road and remem- 
ber Victoria shaving Molly Holly’s head 
over the “wardrobe malfunction” that 
almost cost her her pants at WM 19. Still, 
we'll always have that day in Seattle. 


VIRGIL @,2-0,wm7) 

Ted DiBiase’s former manservant 
had the injured Roddy Piper in his 
corner for this clash against his for- 
mer employer. After taking the count- 
out win, Virgil saved the helpless 
Piper from an attack by DiBiase and 
Sherri Martel, chasing them off with 


‘one of Piper’s crutches. Virgil showed 


he had truly changed. 


NIKOLAI VOLKOFF 
(5, 2-2-BR, WM 1) : 
Though he wasn’t known for his 
lightning-quick reflexes, Volkoff had 
the presence of mind to react to an 
opportunity. Volkoff distracted the 
referee, allowing partner The Iron 
Sheik to clobber Barry Windham 
with Freddie Blassie’s cane. Volkoff 
dove onto the unconscious Wind- 
ham, and three mat slaps later, he 
was responsible for the first title 
change ever to occur at WM. 


KERRY VON. ERICH 
(1, 1-0, WM 7) 

“The Texas Tornado” was a whirling 
dervish in 1990, and Dino Bravo was 


powerless to stop him. Von Erich handily’ 


beat Bravo with his discus punch to take 
the win in his sole Mania appearance. 


KOKO B. WARE 
(3, 0-3, WM 6) 

Koko actually got pinned by Bobby 
Heenan in a match pitting Heenan and 
The Islanders against Koko and The 
British Bulldogs. Koko’s career never 
quite recovered. 


WARLORD (2,0-2, wm 7) 

If Warlord just could have locked his 
fingers, maybe he could have made Dav- 
ey Boy Smith submit to his full-nelson. 
He couldn’t, and Davey didn’t. 


GEORGE WELLS 
(1, 0-1, WM 2) 

A promising career went up in foam 
at WM 2. The former football player will 
always be remembered as the guy who 
foamed at the mouth when Jake Roberts 
put his snake, Damien, on him after nail- 
ing him with a DDT. 


LUKE WILLIAMS 
(2, 1-0-BR, WM 5) 

Bushwhacker Luke used his head— 
literally, as a battering ram—to help his 
team triumph over the Rougeau brothers. 


TORRIE WILSON 
(1, 1-0, WM 20) 

Two Playmates in their undies, rol- 
ling around with Stacy Keibler and 
Miss Jackie. That’s pure WrestleMania 
magic, baby. 


BARRY WINDHAM 
(2, 0-2, WM 1) 

In 1985, Windham and Mike Ro- 
tundo were without a doubt the most 
popular team in the WWF. They en- 
tered the first Mania as tag champi- 
ons, and most people thought they’d 
have little trouble defending the belts 
against Volkoff and The Iron Sheik. It 
looked like Windham had the match 
won when he dropped Volkoff with a 
bulldog, but Sheik’s interference would 
cost the U.S. Express the gold. 


X-PAC (7,0-2,w 15) 

Oh, the humanity! Pinned by a non- 
wrestler at the biggest card of the year. 
Worst of all, ’Pac had his shoulders 
pinned by Shane McMahon. Goodbye, 
street cred! 


YOKOZUNA @,2-3, wm) 

You could never say Yoko backed 
down from a challenger. Just minutes 
after beating Bret Hart, Yokozuna defied 
manager Mr. Fuji and threw down the 
gauntlet to Hulk Hogan. Just like that, he 
was a former champion. 


TOM ZENK a,1-0, ww) 

Once upon a time, Tom Zenk was one 
of the WWF's hottest young stars. Then 
he simply walked out on the company, 
but not before he snagged a win at the 
WWF's biggest card ever. He and Rick 
Martel set the tone at WM 3 by beating 
Orton and Muraco in the opener, and 
Zenk’s sharp dropkicks and armdrags 
were a major reason they won. 


BORIS ZUKHOV 
(2, 0-1-BR, WM 6) 

How many Bolsheviks got a chance 
to sing alongside comedian Steve Al- 
len on a national PPV? Well, two. But 
Nikolai Volkoff had other great ’Mania 
moments. For Boris, the song was as 
good as it got. Oo 
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By Frank Krewda 


IKE POLITICIANS, PROFESSIONAL 

i wrestlers crave approval. Most of 
them desire the respect and admira- 

tion of their peers, and, to a lesser extent, the 


- fans. So they spend their careers pursuing a big 


thumbs up from those whose opinions maitter to 


them. And, as their careers wind down, they tend to 


start paying special attention to their legacies. How, 
they wonder, will history remember me when my 
career is over? Sometimes they don’t like the 
answer to that question. That's usually when they 
get busy trying to obfuscate some of their less- 
than-praiseworthy deeds. Soo nee 

Bill Clinton, for example, unveiled his presidential 
library last summer. It was an impr 


the-art facility, ostensibly designed to advance his- 


torical research. More probably, Clinton unveileditin 


an attempt to cram any memory of his questionable - 
behavior as President farther to the back of the col- 
lective American consciousness. After all, his legacy 
was at stake. 

Kevin Nash, political preferences aside, is in a 
similar situation. No question, as a former WWF and 
WCW world champion and tag team champion, 
Nash’s resume speaks for itself. Look only at all the 
title wins on it plus the entry that notes that he was © 
one of the founding members of the wildly success- 
ful NWO and you’d consider him a lock for any: ae 
every wrestling Hall of Fame. 

There are plenty of positives Nash will be able tan 
look back upon with pride when his career is over. 


, state-of- But one fact is almost certain: Just as most citi- 
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zens can’t look at Bill Clinton without thinking 
about the Monica Lewinsky scandal, wrestling fans 
will never think of Kevin Nash without recalling his 
role in the demise of WCW. 

Back in the late-’90s, as WWE programming sur- 
passed WCW’s in both quality and ratings, com- 
plaints about Nash’s backstage politicking and 
power plays flew with abandon. Several cruiser- 
weights and less-established wrestlers openly be- 
moaned Nash’s so-called reluctance to help elevate 
them. At times, it sure seemed like he was phoning in 

matches and almost 
| laughing about how 
little he had to do to 


a reputation for co- 


boys’ network of es- 
| tablished stars that 
_| placed their person- 
| al comfort far, far 
| ahead of WCW’s 
“+ best interests. 

It was hard to ar- 
gue against the evi- 
dence at the time. 
Nash’s high salary 
and cushy perfor- 
mance schedule, not 
to mention his fre- 
quent injuries and 


Kevin Nash Nas ecunden Jeff Jarrett, 
but he hasn't found a way to put his 
shoulders to the mat in a match for 
the NWA title yet. Still, don't be so 
quick to bet against him. Don't be so 
quick to question his effort, enthusi- 
asm, or motivation, either. 


less-than-breakneck pace in the ring, made it easy — 


for some critics in WCW to label Nash a liability 
instead of an asset. 


heading a good ol’ — 


fact that he eventually did 
solid matches with Tri 
WWE let Nash sail with. 
as his contract expired 

he: eae 


ey 
and Erietconer Daniels moved up so they wouldn’t 
miss a flight. They laughed their way through a far- 
cical and meaningless loss. 

Fast-forward to November. Nash arrives in TNA 
and quickly works his way into title contention. 
But it appears there’s more on his mind than just 
winning the NWA heavyweight championship. 
Judging by his words and even some of his 
deeds, Kevin Nash seems downright determined 
to shed his former image as a cancer, as one of 
the faces of the downfall of WCW. But is it too late 


When WCW folded in 2001, and Nash eventually ie, 


returned to WWE, he did little to dispel that notion. 
As quickly as he was signed, Nash’s new deal, which 
reportedly called for limited house show appear- 
ances, became public knowledge. Within two 
months, Nash wound up on the injured list with a 
torn biceps. Then, in his first match back, live on 
Raw, “Big Sexy” blew out a quadriceps muscle— 
simply by taking a step to his right. 

Nine more months on the shelf. 

Great investment for Vince McMahon, right? 

People could only wonder how a man as big and 
strong as Nash could suffer such a catastrophic 


jidn't 
injury while doing virtually nothing. So despite the. areal 
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schedule light for Nash in TNA, but 


he look he has ina long. long time as he 
took > gai at All Odds (top and a above). And he 
wn or tire as the match et ‘Maybe 
re what people think of him. — ' 
, 4 ; \ 
{| &. 2 


T & fae e, he couldn't sue his critics for slander if they 
claimed he was merely paying lip service by speaking 
of his quest to help young TNA talent. After all, 
whether fair or not, just about everything he’s saying 
right now contradicts much of his well-documented 
Te track record. Yet Nash’s current physical condition 
--—s- suggests he’s quite serious about his oe » 


for him to save his legacy? You be the judge. 

Prior to his NWA title match against champion 
Jeff Jarrett, Nash told tnawresiling.com that his pri- 
mary motivation these days is bringing along the 
young guys. 

' _“C’mon —how much money does one person 
need?” he said. “I’m back in it because | want to 
see TNA grow—period. Me and TNA are talking 

long-term commitment now. Here’s something for 
those critics to think about: Maybe the reason | 
want the NWA World heavyweight title is | can help 
TNA go to the next level with exposure through 
movies, talk shows, etc.” 

Certainly some people laughed upon reading that. 
Of course, he couldn’t sue his critics for slander if 
they claimed he was merely paying lip service by 
speaking of his quest to help young TNA talent. 
After all, whether fair or not, just 
about everything he’s saying right 
now contradicts much of his well- 
documented track record. Yet 
Nash’s current physical condition 
suggests he’s quite serious about 
his purpose. Gone are the trade- | 
mark mane of hair and super-cool | 
posturing. Also absent are about | 
50 extra pounds, which Nash says 
he lost by cutting back on his 
nightly beer intake. 

Most conspicuous by its ab- 
sence, though, is the taciturn, 
almost disinterested demeanor 
that prevailed anytime he ap- | 
peared in the ring during WCW’s | 
waning days. Nash’s new attitude | 
was on full display in his title | 
match at Against All Odds. While 
the big man relied primarily on his 
elbows, knees, and punches to | 


had been 4 the, eC opening two. 

vt believe my eyes,” said TNA commenta- 
tor Mike Tenay. “If anything, Nash seemed to get 
stronger as the match went on. That’s not the Kevin 
Nash we saw the past few years. If it weren’t for The 
Outlaw’s interference, | think we’d be talking about a 
new NWA champion today.” 

New hair. New physique. New habits. New attitude. 
New Kevin Nash? There’s a lot of work for him to do 
in what figures to be precious little time before his 
ailing knees force him to retire—probably too little— 
but could Kevin Nash really be that serious about 
changing at this stage of his career e He just “might 
be. After all, his legacy depends on it. ae ie: 


carry him to a 19-minute near-win, — 


they were delivered with a crisp- 
ness and intensity he couldn't 


Jarrett was obviously in fear for his title reign (and maybe his life!) as Nash tossed him 
around the ring (above left) and brutally choked him (above right). Winning Jarrett's NWA 
title would be big for “Big Sexy.” He seems to have an even greater mission, however. 
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“Just when opposing teams are ready to write of THE. HEARTBREAKERS 
as a couple of goofballs, dancing around to the strains of “It's Raining Men,” they 
surprise people with a move like their double-uranage suplex with a double-eg tr, one of 
the most effective tag fishers today. THERE TOO OUTLANOSH 


to take seriou ds and je si TALENTED to take lightly,’ 


i By Dan Murphy 


NIC THOMAS and Romeo Roselli—col- 
; The Heartbreakers—found out — 
ld in aoe a eSOry. on them, 


a the form io; a top 10 
Roselli gers any 


Team,” each item carefully written out in black Sharpie 
on each of Roselli’s impressive washboard abs. The 
increasingly uncomfortable reporter read along as 
Roselli went down the list, David Letterman-style. 
“Highest machismo to body weight index,” Roselli 

began, tracing his finger along his musculature. 

“Superior manager in Mo Green.” 

“The Thrillseekers wear women’s underwear.” 

“We're America’s next top male models.” 

“Chad and Tank Toland are kissing cousins.” 

“We got the best finisher ever.” (We'd rather 
not give you the name of it.) 

“M-N-M severely overrated.” 

“Grapplers, high-flyers, and dancers—a 
triple threat!” 

At that, Roselli ran out of abdominal muscles. 

“What about the top two?” the reporter 
reluctantly asked. 

A grin crept across Roselli’s face. 

“Antonio, show him your ass.” 

And that’s when the reporter decided to pass 
on seeing the rest of the list. 


Call them flashy and call them outrageous 
(they’ll take that as a compliment!), but The 
Heartbreakers are rapidly becoming one of the 
most talked-about tag teams in wrestling. Roselli 
and Thomas started teaming last November, and 
their flamboyant Billy and Chuck-style antics—as 
well as their constant double-team tactics and 
overwhelming arrogance—quickly made them 
two of the most hated competitors in OVW. 
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But it didn’t take long for their natural 
charisma to win the fans over. They were 
just too outrageous to boo or hate. Next 
thing you know, Thomas and Roselli 
were wrestling against heel tandems like 
Joey Matthews and Johnny Nitro (M-N- 
M) and the Tolands. And The Heart- 
breakers were getting cheered. 

“| may not approve of all of their tactics, 
but I’ve got to admit, watching The 
Heartbreakers in action is a guilty plea- 
sure of mine,” said OVW matchmaker Jim 
Cornette. “In a lot of ways, they remind 
me of some of the great tag teams of the 
1980s. They’re colorful and exciting. With 
more time together, | could see putting 
them in the same category as great 1980s 
teams like The Rock ’n’ Roll Express, The 
Rockers, and The Fantastics. Of course, 
The Midnight Express were in a league of 
their own, but that’s another story.” 

Many people consider Cornette to be 
the foremost expert in the art of tag team 
wrestling, and he doesn’t dispense praise 
easily. But Cornette is not alone in his 
admiration for Roselli and “The Promise.” WWE talent 
scouts have also been impressed, both by The Heart- 
breakers in-ring talents and their over-the-top antics. 

At a recent OVW card, The Heartbreakers parodied 
M-N-M’s famously choreographed Hollywood-style ring 
entrance, dancing out to the ring on a pink carpet, 
accompanied by clowns 
with balloon animals, a 
juggler, attendants throw- 
ing confetti and waving 
signs, and a guy in a giant 
banana suit. After doing a 
little dirty dancing with Ba- 
nana Man, they cut a 
promo on M-N-M, with 
new manager Mo Green 
(best known as Lamont, 
Ernest “The Cat” Miller's 
WWE sidekick) that end- 
ed with Green offering to 
be Melina’s pimp. 

Being funny is one 
thing, but Thomas and 


Roselli have the muscle to back up their boasts. The 
Heartbreakers faced an angry M-N-M in a number- 
one contenders tag match following that interview, 
and dominated the match with fluid double-team 


maneuvers, speedy attacks, and 
mind games. 

“Those boys get their opponents 
so darn fired up, their opponents 
start making all sorts of mental and 
physical mistakes,” said OVW 
head trainer Danny Davis. “Per- 
sonally, | think a lot of their behav- 
ior is a put-on to get an edge on 
their opponents, but it seems to 
work for them.” 

Just when opposing teams are 
ready to write off The Heartbreakers 
as a couple of goofballs, dancing 
around to the strains of “It’s Raining 
Men,” they surprise people with a 
move like their double-uranage 
suplex with a double-leg trip, one of 
the most effective tag finishers 
today. They’re too outlandish to take 
seriously, and just too talented to 
take lightly. 

In many ways, they are like the 
flamboyant, high-energy teams 


Cornette mentioned. They are smallish 
wrestlers who rely on quick tags to re- 
main fresh and two-on-one moves to 
overpower larger teams. As was the case 
with The Rockers and Fantastics, their 
critics say they’re pretty boys lacking 
toughness. And that’s a misconception 
The Heartbreakers are willing to exploit 
to their full advantage. 

“Well, we are pretty boys, there’s no 
doubt about that,” Thomas said. “I mean, 
just look at us! We’re prettier than a pair of 
posies. We've got muscles Gray’s Ana- 
tomy doesn’t even know about. We’re 
sexy, sexy beasts!” 

But can a 1980s-style tag team survive 
in 2005? How long can they keep fooling 
people before they’re outed as a great tag 
team? And once the word gets out and 
people pay less attention to the dancing 
and prancing, can The Heartbreakers sur- 
vive ... thrive even? 

“Oh, we will survive,” Roselli pledged. 
And with that, the tag team partners looked 
at each other and broke into song. 

“It took all the strength we had not to 
fall apart, and tried so hard to mend the 
pieces of my broken heart, and we spent 
oh-so-many nights, just feeling sorry for 


ourselves. We used to cry. But now we hold our 
heads up high.” 

These days, they’re holding their heads awfully 
high, indeed. 
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the business 
By Harry Burkett 


Was it a good idea to have Christy 
Hemme represent WWE on the cov- 
er of Playboy? After all, Christy isn’t 
necessarily the hottest WWE diva, 
having won the $250,000 Raw diva 
search only a few months ago, but 
odds are good that plenty of WWE 
fans will have the April 2005 issue 
tucked under their mattresses. Al- 
though no sales figures are available 


Christy Hemme handled herself well against Carmella after winning the Raw diva search and will probably 
help sell her share of Playboys, but answering current events questions isn’t her thing. 
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yet, it’s safe to assume that Christy's 
Playboy spread won't sell as many 
copies as those of Sable, Chyna, or 
Torrie Wilson. 

The perky diva plowed ahead, 
though, making several media ap- 
pearances to promote the issue. In 
an interview with the Ottawa Sun, 
Christy revealed that she received 
her father’s permission before agree- 
ing to the Playboy deal. When Chris- 


ty began modeling at the age of 17, 
her dad warned her to never pose in 
the nude. But, after getting his bless- 
ing, Christy put aside her fears and 
went forward with her photo shoot. 

“The first day, | was so nervous,” 
Hemme told the Sun. “I had hives on 
my neck. But as soon as | was walk- 
ing around, | got used to it. I’m ready 
for the next shoot. | enjoyed it. It was- 
n't like work. I’ve done a lot of photo 
shoots, but this one was magical.” 

Of course, Christy made an ap- 
pearance on The Howard Stern 
Show. She agreed to test her political 
knowledge in a current events con- 
test with an 11-year-old girl. Reminis- 
cent of Booker T on The Weakest 
Link, Christy bombed in the contest, 
unable to answer a single question. 
Stern awarded her bright young op- 
ponent a check for $1,000. Not sur- 
prisingly, Stern spanked Christy to 
end the segment. 

In an interest- 
ing side note, 
Trish Stratus con- 
firmed that she 
had no interest 
in posing for the 
adult publication. 
“| just feel that | 
want to leave my 
mark in the ring,” 
she told the Hal- 
ifax Herald Lim- 
ited. “People will 
say about Torrie 
Wilson, ‘Oh, yeah, 
she’s the one 
that did Play- 
boy.’ And | don’t 
want that to over- 
shadow anything 
| do in the ring. | 
want people to 
go, ‘Oh, right, 
Trish Stratus, she 
was the greatest 
women’s champi- 
on ever.” 

Well, that 
probably dashes 
Stern’s chances 
of getting Trish 
on his show any- 
time soon! 


ag 
ital d 


That reality 
now includes waking up in the morn- 
ing, blinking his eyes, and having a 
video and production crew getting 
footage of him brushing his teeth. At 
least that’s a strong possibility as 
Hulk Hogan tapes his new reality 
series, scheduled for a 10-week run 
on VH-1, beginning on July 1. 

Appropriately titled Hogan Knows 
Best, the program will document 
the “Hulkster’s” attempt to raise his 
two teenage children, Brooke and 
Nicholas, with old-fashioned subur- 
ban values despite the glare of the 
spotlight. Hulk’s relationship with 
Brooke, a budding pop diva, should 
be the most interesting to watch. 
For example, Hogan has already 
gone to elaborate lengths to pro- 
tect his daughter on her first date, 
going as far as planting a GPS 
tracking device on her car. 

While VH-1 video crews plan to 
spend plenty of time at the Ho- 
gans’ 20,000-square-foot estate in 
Clearwater, Florida, they will also 
follow the family on their many ex- 
cursions. Three video crews, pro- 
ducers, and staff recently accom- 
panied Hulk, Brooke, and Nick to 
the Florida Keys, where they visit- 
ed Froggy’s Fitness, a gym owned 
by Kevin Sullivan. Hogan credited 
“The Taskmaster” with helping him 
early in his career. 

“It will be sort of like The Os- 
bournes, but we are very different 
from the Osbournes,” Hogan told The 
Keynoter newspaper. “There will be a 
lot more love and support. | run a 
pretty tight ship at home.” 

The Hogans went to the Keys to 
relax and enjoy the warm weather 
before Hulk’s induction into the 
WWE Hall of Fame, which took 
place the night before WrestleMania 
21 in Los Angeles. 


Many reality show fans were asking 
that question after learning that 
Survivor host Jeff Probst had joined 
the long list of individuals who hate 
Jonny Fairplay, who competed on 
the show and is currently a wan- 
nabe manager (sort of) in TNA. In 


Entertainment Weekly, Probst 
called Fairplay “an absolute jack- 
ass” who infuriated him with his 
outrageous behavior at a party held 
to celebrate the Survivor: Vanuatu 
finale. Probst added that he would 
never again appear at an event 
with Fairplay. 

Why the hatred? Apparently, 
Fairplay spread a rumor that he had 
stolen Probst'’s girlfriend, supposed- 
ly Katie Doyle from MTV’s Road 
Rules: The Quest. But according to 
msnbc.com, Probst is in love with 
Julie Berry, who had been a contes- 
tant on Survivor: Vanuatu. 

“Jonny Fairplay made the entire 
thing up, and said as much after 
fabricating the story for a Canadian 
publication,” said a CBS spokes- 
person. “Jeff doesn’t even know 
who Katie is!” 

Needless to say, Probst has 
more credibility than Fairplay, who 
lied about his grandmother's death 
to gain sympathy from other com- 


Someone should tell on-again/off-again 
TNA personality Jonny Fairplay that he’s 
no longer on an island playing Survivor. 
Even Jeff Probst hates him. 


petitors on Survivor: Pearl Island. 
To quote the highly quotable Goril- 
la Monsoon, “What a fountain of 
misinformation!” 


WWE Stockwatch 


(For the period of February 16 to March 15, 2005) 
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TV breakdown 


February 21: 4.0 
February 28: 4.1 
March 7: 3.8 
March 14: 3.8 
March 21: 3.9 
March 28: 4.0 


February 17: 3.4 
February 24: 3.4 
March 3: 3.5 
March 10: 3.2 
March 17: 3.2 
March 24: 3.3 


February 19: 0.5 
February 26: 0.5 
March 5: 0.6 
March 12: 0.6 
March 19: 0.6 
March 26: 0.7 


February 20: 0.5 
February 27: 0.6 
March 6: 0.6 
March 13: 0.7 
March 20: 0.5 
March 27: 0.7 


February 20: 0.8 
February 27: 0.8 
March 6: 0.7 
March 13: 0.7 
March 20: 0.9 
March 27: 0.7 
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Analysis: Heading into WrestleMania 21, some WWE insiders might have been wondering 
why Raw’s overall ratings hadn’t reached the 4.0 mark on a consistent basis in February and 
March. Was that a bad omen for WrestleMania? Probably not. Raw’s current numbers are re- 
markably similar to the numbers leading into last year’s WrestleMania, and that was the high- 
est-grossing pay-per-view of all-time. One key number will be the overall rating for the talent 
draft, scheduled soon after Mania 21. The draft produced the highest-rated Raw in 2004, scor- 
ing an impressive 4.5. Obviously, some fans care more about what happens after WrestleMania 
than the results of the event itself. What role will Batista play following "Mania? Will he be the 
champion or the popular challenger? WWE’s handling of Batista is crucial to its future. 


Analysis: As with Raw, Smackdown’s overall ratings are consistent with its numbers during the 
same period in 2004. Smackdown received a boost leading in to its exclusive pay-per-view, No 
Way Out, in February, and there’s also evidence that John Cena’s direct challenge to John 
Bradshaw Layfield helped as well. Cena spoiling Layfield’s victory celebration on the February 24 
edition resulted in a 3.4, and even more fans tuned in to see the fallout on March 3, resulting ina 
slightly higher number of 3.5. WWE Creative must be weighing the options: Would it be better for 
the Cena-Layfield feud to reach its climax at WrestleMania 21, or do JBL and Cena have enough 
chemistry to keep the feud going for a while? That is uncertain, but it does appear the greater 
focus on Raw leading into WrestleMania hurt Smackdown’s ratings during most of March. 


Analysis: Was it Billy Kidman and Akio vs. Funaki and Nunzio? Or was it Paul London vs. 
Spike Dudley? We'd like to believe it was both of those matches, because that would give hope 
that Ve/ocity’s numbers would continue to rise in the future, but it has to be that WrestleMania 
fever. The March 26 edition of Velocity reached 0.7, one of its best ratings in nearly a year. In 
fact, Velocity’s numbers were an average of one-tenth of a point higher leading into Mania. 


Analysis: Experience’s ratings have been very similar to Velocity’s since its inception last 
year. The Easter edition, airing on March 27, did a good job of setting the stage for Wrestle- 
Mania 21. That show ended with a highlight from Raw: Batista using a power bomb to defeat 
Kane in a lumberjack match, and then having a staredown with Raw champ Triple-H. Todd 
Grisham and Ivory said they were leaving chilly New York City that week for sunny Los Angeles, 
the home of WrestleMania 21! 


Analysis: Sunday Night Heat reached a peak overall rating of 0.9 on March 20, a program 
headlined by Maven and Molly Holly beating Val Venis and Victoria. Considering Raw’s momen- 
tum heading into WrestleMania 21, one might have expected Heat’s numbers to be a bit higher. 
During the same show, Ring of Honor fans must have been brought to tears as they watched 
“The Masterpiece” Chris Masters squash one of their favorites, Jimmy Rave. Of course, only a 
few weeks earlier, he did the same to then-ROH pure champion John Walters, although the 
announcers never referred to Walters by name. 
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this month’s column, 
WrestleMania XXI is but a few weeks 
away. | must admit, | got more excit- 
ed about this event than | had been 
for any event in a long time. The line- 
up might not have been as great as 
some of the recent 'Manias, but | 
think WWE has succeeded with the 
buildup for its premier showcase. 
WWE has proven in the past that 
it can really promote an event well. 
This year was one of the good years. 
Other years have not been so spec- 
tacular. Let's take that long trip down 
memory lane and rate not past 
’Manias, but the Mania buildups. 
The greatest. Regardless of 
how you feel about Mr. T, the guy 
was a megastar in 1985. Everyone 
watched The A-Team, and having 
him and all of those other celebrities 
involved in the first Mania made this 


event a real media spectacle. The 
weeks building up to it were great. 
Fans got to see training sessions of 
T and Hulk Hogan, as well as a great 
promo that saw Roddy Piper and 
Paul Orndorff throw Gene Okerlund 
out of a gym. The two sides were 
ready to collide! Grade: A+ 

| thought this was one of the 
most underrated WrestleManias. 
After King Kong Bundy injured the 
“Hulkster,” it seemed as if the champ 
would not be able to come back. 
There were some great promo seg- 
ments with Hulk working out along- 
side his doctor and Hillbilly Jim. He 
was doing pullups with a 100-pound 
dumbbell around his neck while 
shouting “Bundy!” with every lift. | 
loved the “Hulkster,” but | was actual- 
ly scared for Bundy after that seg- 
ment. Good stuff. Grade: B+ 


lf Donald Trump was going to host a 
WrestleMania, you knew it would be pro- 
moted heavily and well. ’Mania IV had not 
just Andre the Giant and Hulk Hogan, but 
the hook of a title to fill the WWF World 
title vacancy. 
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Despite the greatness of the 
Ricky Steamboat-Randy Savage 
match, people paid to see Andre vs. 
Hogan. With the exception of Hogan 
vs. Ric Flair, | don’t think it was pos- 
sible to put together a bigger match 
at the time. Four consecutive “Piper’s 
Pits” really built the drama for this 
match, culminating with Andre chal- 
lenging Hogan to a World title match. 
The crowd flipped out at Andre’s 
request, and many in the audience 
shrieked as the Giant tore off 
Hogan's shirt and crucifix. The dra- 
matic ending, with Hulk kneeling 
helplessly as a trickle of blood ran 
down his chest, was amazing. That's 
why 93,173 people showed up at the 
Pontiac Silverdome. Grade: A+ 

On a Friday night prime time 
special, The Main Event, Andre 
defeated Hogan for the WWF title, 
only to give the championship to Ted 
DiBiase. In the weeks that followed, 
everyone was tuned in to WWF pro- 
gramming. What decision would be 
made about the championship? It 
was determined that a tournament 
would be held to crown a new cham- 
pion. A championship tournament 
had never been on a WWF pay-per- 
view, making this event special and 
well worth buying. Grade: A- 

Not a great ’Mania—and even 
worse promotion. The silliness of the 
“Hulkster” and Randy 
Savage fighting over 
Elizabeth was painful to 
watch. The breakup of The 
Megapowers was obvious. 
Luckily, the match itself 
delivered. Grade: C+ 

The ultimate chal- 
lenge! Hogan vs. Ultimate 
Warrior. The problem was 
that Warrior interviews 
were really hard to sit 
through. Grade: B 

Even though he 
was an Iraqi sympathizer 
and it was during the Gulf 
f War, | never ever felt that 
Sgt. Slaughter had any 
chance of beating Hogan. | 
was right. Grade: C 

| thought this was a 
great event, but | don’t 


Vince McMahon and the WWF made the most of their signing of 
Lawrence Taylor for WrestleMania XI and promoted the event well, 
writes Jason Langin, though he feels the World title match involving that were proba- 


the man on the right was overlooked. 


think there was much great buildup. 
The Savage-Ric Flair story was sort 
of corny, with the “Nature Boy” offer- 
ing doctored photos in WWF Maga- 
zine as proof that he had a relation- 
ship with Savage’s wife, Miss 
Elizabeth. Grade: C+ 

IK: Arguably the worst Wrestle- 
Mania of all. | really liked the Yoko- 
zuna-Bret Hart main event, but | don’t 
remember any buildup for it. | simply 
remember a lot of people walking 
around dressed like Caesar and 
Cleopatra to get fans excited about 
the event being held at Caesars 
Palace. Why would | care if | wasn’t 
going to be there? Grade: D- 

X: A great event with just average 
buildup. | recall getting a cool New 
York Daily News centerfold poster 
with Yokozuna, Hart, and Lex Luger. 
The two championship match idea 
was fun, with the added bonus of 
surprise referees. Plus, there was 
some anticipation of the Hart broth- 
ers meeting in the ring for the first 
time. Grade: B- 

XI: Lawrence Taylor being in the 
main event against Bam Bam Bige- 
low really gained this event a lot of 
publicity. However, that is the only 
publicity | remember. Diesel against 
Shawn Michaels was great, but | 
don’t think it was as highly anticipat- 


ed as LT step- 
ping into the 
ring. Grade: B 
Xil: | may be 
in the minority, 
but | think the 
Hart-Michaels 
“Ironman” match 
is the most over- 
rated match in 
WWE history. | 
hated hearing 
about the “boy- 
hood dream” of 
HBK. | wasn’t 
psyched about 
paying big bucks 
| to see one long 
match and a 
handful of others 


bly going to be 
short. Grade: C+ 

Xill: | don’t remember anything 
for this one. That's bad. Grade: D- 

XIV: Now we're getting back to 
business. Throw in Mike Tyson and 
people are going to pay attention. 
Put him in the mix with DX and 
“Stone-Cold” and people are going to 
pay money. Grade: A- 

XV: This wasn’t a great Wrestle- 
Mania, and the buildup wasn’t spe- 
cial, either. | remember looking at the 
event poster and seeing all of these 
faces, but not being able to deter- 
mine any matchups from it. It said 
“The Raging Climax.” Between 
which guys? Instead of promoting 
Rock vs. Austin, the WWF simply 
promoted its individual competitors. It 
didn't work for me. Grade: B- 

XVI: This Mania had some nice 
buildup, capped off by the dramatic 
comeback of Mick Foley. Plus, the 
promise of so many unusual match- 
es (hardcore battle royal, three and 
four-way matches) made me want to 
see it. Grade: A- 

XVII: Many people feel that this 
‘Mania was the best. | might agree 
from a match standpoint, but not 
from a publicity standpoint. At the 
time, The Rock and Steve Austin 
were incredibly popular public fig- 
ures. Rock was about to appear in 
The Mummy Returns, and Austin 


was everywhere. | think the company 
could have played up this match 
even bigger in the mainstream 
media. Fortunately, it didn’t matter, 
because the show did rule. Grade: B 

XVIII: The “Hulkster” was coming 
back to ’Mania—against The Rock. 
That was all WWE needed to tell me. 
Grade: A 

XIX: Hulk vs. Vince McMahon 
was intriguing. Fans knew these two 
really hated each other. The whole 
idea of putting them in the ring to- 
gether seemed a bit dangerous. 
People like watching dangerous 
things. Grade: A- 

XX: “Where it all begins again” 
was a great slogan and a classy way 
to promote this event. Rather than 
feature celebrities and special guests, 
WWE went old school by bringing in 
former superstars and returning to 
Madison Square Garden, where the 
first Mania took place. The buildup 
for the two world championship 
matches was quite good, and the 
event delivered. Grade A- oO 
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By Harry Burkett 


HE ROCK GOT some rave re- 

views for his work in Be Cool, 

the much-anticipated sequel 
to Get Shorty. Many of the actors 
in the cast, including John Travolta, 
have praised The Rock’s acting 
ability and positive attitude. So far, 
the vast majority of movie critics 
have given a thumbs up to The 
Rock’s efforts in various projects, 
including The Mummy II, The Run- 
down, and Walking Tall. 

This summer, The Rock is slated 
to begin shooting Doom, a takeoff on 
the popular video game. Will The 
Rock have the same success as An- 
gelina Jolie playing Lara Croft in 
Tomb Raider? We shall see. But 
casting agents already realize The 


The Rock (shown in a scene from Be Cool with Vince Vaughn) is building himself quite a resume as an actor, 
and it’s only going to get better. Harry Burkett considers him by far the best wrestler-turned-actor. 
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Rock is quite a versatile actor. He’s 
already been at least considered for 
parts ranging from King Kameha- 
meha to Johnny Bravo. During the 
past year alone, The Rock has taken 
on roles ranging from a stick-wielding 
enforcer in Walking Tall to a homo- 
sexual bodyguard in Be Cool. 

Many wrestlers have turned out to 
be good actors, but only The Rock 
has shown the potential to become a 
major box office draw. He reminds 
me of Clint Eastwood, capable of be- 
ing an action hero or a romantic 
leading man. | could easily envision 
The Rock playing a tough guy role in 
a movie like Dirty Harry, or scooping 
Meryl Streep in his arms in The 
Bridges Of Madison canny. 


So where does The Rock fall with- 
in the pantheon of wrestlers-turned- 
actors? In my opinion, he is the easy 
number one. With that in mind, I'll 
share the rest of my top 10 with you. 

He had a soft-spo- 
ken and easy demeanor in his 
movies and rarely came off as a 
dumb jock. The only exception was 
his mid-’80s appearance in a Love 
Boat special in which he played a 
gruff thug hobbling around on crutch- 
es. Piper is best known for his sci- 
ence fiction movies, including Hell 
Comes To Frogtown, Sci-Fighters, 
and Cyber City. John Carpenter’s 
1988 film, They Live, will likely be re- 
membered as Piper’s definitive work. 
Piper's fight scene with his best friend 
in an alley is eerily reminiscent of his 
backlot brawl with Goldust at Wres- 
tleMania XII. At least “Hot Rod” can 
always earn a nice side income by 
signing autographs at sci-fi conven- 
tions. | always thought Piper would 
have been great playing Jack Tripper 
in Three's Company, too. 

You may not 
know the name, but odds are decent 
that you know his face. Mazurki jug- 
gled his acting and wrestling careers, 
competing for various California pro- 
motions while ap- 
pearing in supporting 
| roles in some of the 
biggest movies of 
the era, including 
Around The World In 
80 Days and Some 
Like It Hot during the 
1950s. In fact, Ma- 
zurki’s craggy mug 
kept him working in 
Hollywood = from 
1944 all the way until 
his death in 1990. 
Okay, if you don’t 
watch American 
Movie Classics or 
i) Turner Classic Mov- 
ies, you're sure to 
have seen him in 
Gilligan’s Island. A 
mad scientist is con- 
ducting experiments 
on the other side of 
the island, and Maz- 


urki plays his assistant, Igor. In the 
episode, the personalities of Mazurki 
and Ginger are switched, with Ginger 
becoming a strong brute and Mazurki 
believing he’s a sexy Hollywood ac- 
tress. Good stuff. 

4. Jesse Ventura. Staying on the 
topic of AMC, that channel recently 
ran a promo for Predator with the tag- 
line, “Watch two governors kick butt.” 
Of course, Ventura co-starred with 
Arnold Schwarzenegger in that 1987 
flick. Ventura is a good actor, but has 
never been given a role with much 
character depth. Thunderground and 
Abraxas: Guardian Of The Universe 
are all but forgotten today. Interest- 
ingly, Ventura is the only wrestler on 
this list who had a film made about 
him, namely a 1999 television movie 
titled The Jesse Ventura Story. 

o. Terry Funk. The former NWA 
and ECW champion began his acting 
career in the late-1970s, landing a 
role in Paradise Alley, starring Syl- 
vester Stallone. He later appeared in 
Over The Top, Sly’s take on arm- 
wrestling. To see Funk at his acting 
peak, find some tapes of the 1985 
television series Wildside. Funk 
played Prometheus Jones, a veteri- 
narian and resident strongman who 
happened to have a pet monkey. If 
you haven't heard of Wildside, I'm not 
surprised. It was up against The 
Cosby Show. Funk discusses his act- 
ing career with me in a special “Q & 
A” interview in the upcoming Volume 
3, 2005 combined issue of The Wres- 
tler/Inside Wrestling. \t goes on sale 
on or about June 14 and is worth 
checking out. 

G. Antire the Giant. Yeah, | under- 
stand why the 7’5”, 497-pound Andre 
fell victim to typecasting. Andre ap- 
peared in several television shows, 
portraying Bigfoot in The Six-Million 
Dollar Man and playing himself in B.J. 
& The Bear. But Andre earned critical 
acclaim playing the lovable Fezzick in 
the Rob Reiner film The Princess 
Bride. Children loved Andre in that 
role, and I’m glad he was able to ex- 
perience that outpouring of warmth 
and affection before he died a few 
years later. 

7. Steve Austin. We've already 


seen Austin in hand- 
cuffs enough times, so 
it should be interesting 
to watch him play a 
prison guard in The 
Longest Yard, starring 
Adam Sandler. Austin 
gave the most intense 
and believable promos [a 
in the business, but, Fre 
unfortunately, that tal- 
ent doesn’t necessarily 
carry over into his act- 
ing work. As Detective 
Jake Cage on Nash je 
Bridges, Austin played 
a renegade cop who 
didn’t hesitate to break 
the rules to wipe scum 
off the street. While |, 
that was the perfect 
role for “Stone-Cold,” 
CBS never went for- 
ward with a rumored 
spinoff series. I’m with 
Vince. To hell with that 
Viacom deal. 

8. 1.B. Haggerty. He 
was the most prolific of 
the wrestlers-turned- 
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TV show than Andre the Giant? He sure had the size. But 


actors of the 1960s, 
70s, and ’80s, appear- 
ing in Buck Rogers In 
The 25th Century, Fantasy Island, 
Happy Days, The Incredible Hulk, 
and The Muppet Show, among many 
others. He almost always played a 
wrestler, or at least a strongman type. 
His most touching performance was 
in the 1984 movie Micki & Maude, 
starring Dudley Moore. He played 
Maude’s father, who happened to be 
a pro wrestler. “Hardboiled” Haggerty 
shared the AWA World tag team title 
with partners Len Montana and Gene 
Kiniski in the early-1960s. 

9. Hulk Hogan. His appearance 
as Thunderlips in Rocky //I not only 
established him as an actor, but also 
skyrocketed his wrestling career. We 
know all the Hogan, um, classics: 
No Holds Barred, Suburban Com- 
mando, and Santa With Muscles. 
Without a doubt, his most endearing 
role was as the overgrown babysitter 
in Mr. Nanny. Hogan was a decent 
actor, yet his screen presence was 


just because he stood 7’5” didn’t mean Andre didn’t have 
range as a thespian. 


almost cartoonish, thereby limiting 
his movie career. 

10. Bret Hart. He lent his own 
voice to the animated version of the 
“Hitman” in The Simpsons, and made 
several appearances on television 
throughout the mid- to late-1990s. 
Hart had a recurring role as Luther 
Root in Lonesome Dove: The Series. 
That was the only part that seemed 
natural for Hart, who didn’t look out of 
place in his cowboy hat and leather 
vest. That must have been the Cal- 
gary boy in him. 

Of course, there are many other 
honorable mentions. There’s Trip- 
le-H baring his fangs in Blade: 
Trinity, Capt. Lou Albano in Super 
Mario Brothers, and Prof. Toru Ta- 
naka slipping into a hot tub on Lit- 
tle House On The Prairie. Come 
to think of it, | think The Rock’s 
status as the best wrestler-turned- 
actor is rather secure. O 
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Who better to play Bigfoot in The Six-Million Dollar Man 


the straight shooter 
By Dan Murphy 


HIS IS A STORY of two 
women. 

Beth Phoenix is a former 
collegiate wrestler who has spent 
much of the past few years wrestling 
all over the Northeast independent 
circuit. Jade Chung is a former 
model who is rapidly becoming one 
of the most sought-after valets in the 
Michigan and Ontario area. 

Both are stunningly attractive. 
Both harbor dreams of making it to 


OVW’s Beth Phoenix has for years been able to overpower foes—sometimes two men at once (above 
left). But lately she has made an effort to look sexier (above right), and that has involved more than 
enhancing her chest. She feels she must be tough and beautiful to make it in WWE. 
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WWE. And both know that the road 
to wrestling glory is long and filled 
with bumps and potholes, especially 
for women. 

In addition to the demands the 
wrestling business puts upon every 
young hopeful (never-ending travel, 
no job security, no health insurance, 
constant physical pain and fatigue), 
women have another set of chal- 
lenges to face. For one, there are far 
fewer WWE positions for females 
than there are for their 
male counterparts. Then 
there’s the pressure to 
look attractive at all 
times. A male wrestler 
can have faith that he 
can find work if he sim- 
ply becomes a good 
wrestler, while a woman 


has no such guarantees unless 
she’s also a sex symbol. 

Unscrupulous promoters will 
often pressure women to compete in 
demeaning matches, such as bra 
and panties bouts. Those who 
acquiesce risk becoming novelty 
acts. Those who refuse risk getting a 
reputation for being uncooperative 
and difficult. 

And then there’s the constant 
abuse from the fans. We can’t even 
print the most common chants here, 
but I’m sure you've heard them all 
before. Suffice to say it takes a 
strong woman to go far in wrestling. 

I’ve known Beth Phoenix for a 
couple of years now, and I've re- 
mained in touch with her since 
she began training at the Ohio 
Valley Wrestling training school 
last year. | have a great deal of 
respect for Beth, though she’s not 
particularly popular with the OVW 
fans (which is to be expected con- 
sidering she hangs around with 
no-goodniks like Chris Masters 
and Aaron Stevens). 

Beth takes wrestling extremely 
seriously. She has worked extremely 
hard to develop her physical strength 
and wrestling skills. She’s also 
extremely attractive, with a quick and 
genuine smile and disarming girl- 
next-door looks. | have 
always thought of her as a 
wrestler first, and as a 
pretty girl second. | admit, 
I've been pulling for her to 
get a WWE callup and a 
chance to take on the 
likes of Molly Holly, Vic- 
toria, and Trish Stratus in 
a WWE ring. 

Recently, as you know, 
WWE has shifted its focus. 
Instead of promoting at- 
tractive women wrestlers, 
WWE seems hell-bent on 
promoting “divas” who 
have little or no wrestling 
training. In many cases, 
these divas don’t know the 
first thing about their new 
profession, let alone the 
nuances it takes a lot of 
time to learn. 


Where does that leave a woman 
like Beth Phoenix, who has devot- 
ed years of her life to learning to 
wrestle? 

“With the new direction WWE 


has taken, you have to have a com- 


bination of beauty and athleticism,” 
she candidly told me. “The girls 
need to have that athletic, lean, and 
sexy look, and they have to be will- 
ing to get physical and still pull off 
the look.” 

| asked her how the physical 
demands placed on women com- 
pared to those placed on men. Her 
answer surprised me. 

“The pressure on the men is just 
as much, or even greater,” she said. 
“The trend is that even smaller guys 
are getting stronger and leaner. 
Almost everyone in WWE looks like 
a bodybuilder, and everybody wants 
to look their best.” 


Exotic and alluring—Jade Chung definitely has that look going 
for her as she gains more and more experience as a valet in 
Michigan and Ontario. She, too, hopes to reach WWE, but she 
doesn’t want to be judged solely on her looks. 


And Beth is no dif- 
ferent. Recently, she 
‘| decided to undergo 
| breast augmentation 
surgery. Her decision 
} surprised me, even 
though many people 
consider a boob job 
to be almost a pre- 
requisite to getting a 
job in WWE. 

“It was something 
personally | wanted to 
do. | didn’t do it for 
wrestling,” she said. 
“It has helped my 
self-esteem a lot, and 
it's something | will 
have for the rest of 
my life, regardless of 
what happens with 
my wrestling career.” 

| met Jade Chung 
at a Border City Wres- 
tling card in Decem- 
ber. She was man- 
aging A-1 in a match 
against then-cham- 
pion D-Lo Brown. 
The match wasn’t 
particularly memo- 
rable, but Jade was 
unforgettable. She 
stalked around the 
ring, energetically taunting fans 
and bringing them into a ho-hum 
match. That’s what a good manag- 
er does. Too many valets are con- 
tent to just stand at ringside and 
look pretty. Jade puts effort and 
passion into her role. Put that to- 
gether with her exotic good looks 
and you get an explosive pack- 
age, one that has made her a 
favorite of both Shane Douglas 
and Frankie Kazarian, two of her 
previous clients. 

Being a former model, Jade has 
the looks that can actually leave you 
feeling breathless and a little weak 
in the knees. But she doesn’t want 
to be just another pretty face. She’s 
training to wrestle, too. 

“| want my talent to stand out 
more than how big my chest is,” 
Jade said. “I am not an accessory. | 
am not a decoration. It’s too bad 


women in wrestling are judged by 
looks. This is not a beauty contest. 
Everyone seems to overlook what a 
woman can do inside a ring. That’s 
too bad because there a lot of 
women out there that are better 
than the guys.” 

Jade has been managing in more 
than a dozen promotions, juggling 
bookings and traveling from city to 
city in hopes of catching the eye of 
someone in WWE. 

“| think my chances are good,” she 
said. “But everyone knows wrestling 
doesn’t always pay the bills.” 

It’s a fine line to walk. Being 
physical and feminine. Being tough 
and sexy. Dedicating yourself to a 
career path, and watching inter- 
changeable models springboard 
ahead of you and landing those 
coveted WWE spots. 

But Beth and Jade are strong 
women. They have shown their will- 
ingness to soldier on, to follow their 
dreams. If there’s any justice in this 
business, we'll all be seeing a lot 
more of them in the future. O 
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You're at the airport. You see your favorite wrestler relaxing in one of the 

terminals. You rush up to him or her as questions fill your excited mind. 
There are certain things you just Aave to know about this person. Incredibly satisfying. 

Well, these are the 12 questions you'd never think of asking 


| find that flirting with the stew- 
ardesses helps, or at least threaten- 
ing the smallest male flight atten- 
dant. That can work, too. 


Yukee. It’s Korean raw beef. 
No. 


San Francisco, California. There’s nothing really 
Yes. overtly scary about it, but it’s just that all the male fans 
were so nice to me. Later, | was told that it was 
for reasons other than my wrestling. 


Hmmmmmm ... Hmmmmmm ... | say 
“Hmmmmmm’ a lot when I’m asked questions. 


I'd say Jim Hellwig just so I’d have a head 
of the Republican Party for my new island of 
Joeism. 


Eel. 


Christopher Daniels. Being that he’s been in 
the business since the beginning, | thought he’d 
be an ancient tome of knowledge. | found out that 
he’s just ancient. 


Blue Bell, Pennsylvania. Only because there’s 
this really annoying magazine based there that 
interrupts my dinner by asking me 12 questions. 


That’d be the start of my new carnival-themed 
casino. O 
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The Wrestling Observer 


In each issue, PW//will honor one member of the Wrestling Observer 
Hall of Fame, which we recognize as the sport's official Hall of Fame 


Together with Davey Boy Smith, At the age of 13, he caught the eye 
Tom Billington revolutionized tag of wrestler-turned-trainer Ted Bet- 
team wrestling in the WWF, and __ley, who persuaded him to drop the 
along the way, Kid proved that size gloves and take up wrestling. So Bil- 


N AN ERA that valued size over doesn’t have to matter in wrestling. lington began training at the Snake 
substance, Dynamite Kid was Born December 5, 1958, Billing- Pit in Wigan, Lancashire, a facility 
the gold standard in the art of _ ton was raised to follow in his fath- that was home to some of the tough- 
technical wrestling. er’s footsteps and become a boxer. est shootfighters in the U.K. At age 


16, Billington dropped out of school 
and began wrestling as Dynamite 
Kid, named for his youth and explo- 
sive speed. 

Kid was a sensation on the British 
circuit, and on January 25, 1978, he 
beat Jim Breaks for the British wel- 
terweight title. He toured with Ja- 
pan’s IWE promotion in 1979 and 
caught the eye of New Japan. Soon 
Kid was feuding with Tatsumi Fu- 
jinami over the NJPW WWF junior 
heavyweight title. 

Around the same time, he was of- 
fered a spot with Stampede Wres- 
tling and moved to Calgary for what 
would be a five-year run. During that 
time, he faced some of the world’s 
top junior heavyweights, including a 
young Bret Hart, judo champion Bad 
News Allen, and The Great Gama. 

Kid also continued to tour Japan 
and was part of one of wrestling’s 
classic feuds, wrestling against Tiger 
Mask in New Japan. The two blend- 
ed Japanese, Mexican, and Ameri- 
can styles in a way no one had seen 
before, and their bouts were some of 
the best of the 1980s. 

Billington began teaming with his 


Dynamite Kid had some great matches early in his career with Davey Boy Smith. ; ties 
They had such good chemistry in the ring together that they had to wonder what COUSIN Davey Boy Smith in 1982. 
they might be able to do as a duo. Both Kid and Smith (as well as Bret 
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The feud between Dynamite and the first Tiger Mask was pure magic. They were having 
X division/cruiserweight-style match decades before such divisions were born. 


Hart) were invited to take part in a 
tournament for the vacant NJPW 
WWF junior heavyweight title in 
February 1984. Kid won, beating 
Smith and The Cobra in a round 
robin-style final. It soon became ob- 
vious that Kid had the potential to 
become a breakout star, and Kid 
accepted an offer from rival All-Ja- 


The British Bulldogs were an outstanding team all over 
the world—most notably in the WWF—while they last- 
ed. Sadly, first cousins Dynamite and Davey Boy had 
an ugly falling-out 15 years ago. 


pan to jump ship. When he wasn’t 
wrestling in Japan, Kid was climbing 
to the top in Calgary. On March 9, 
1984, he beat Killer Khan for the 
Stampede North American title, and 
just weeks later, he and Smith won 
the Stampede International tag title. 
But the best was yet to come. 
Vince McMahon bought Stampede 
and _ brought 
The British Bull- 
dogs (plus Bret 
Hart and Jim 
Neidhart) to 
the WWF. With 
Dynamite’s sig- 
nature snap 
suplexes and 
diving head- 
butts and 
Smith’s stall 
suplexes and 
powerslams, jm 
the Bulldogs 
became the 
WWF’s most 
popular team. 
Kid was the 
technical mas- 
ter who could 
brawl with any- 
one, Smith the 
powerhouse 
who got strong- 


er as matches wore on. 

The Bulldogs were so big they 
even had Ozzy Osbourne in their 
corner to watch them beat Greg 
Valentine and Brutus Beefcake for 
the WWF World tag title at Wres- 
tleMania II. 

The Bulldogs had reigned for 
nine months when Kid tore two 
disks in his back. Doctors advised 
him to retire, but Kid refused and 
returned to a full-time schedule. 
After leaving the WWF in late- 
1988, the Bulldogs split their time 
between Calgary and Japan until 
Smith returned to the WWF in 
1990, permanently breaking up 
the team and creating animosity 
between the cousins. 

Kid wrestled through intense 
pain for months before announcing 
his retirement in December 1991. 
In 1996, he wrestled one last 
match, a six-man tag for Michinoku 
Pro, facing old nemesis Tiger Mask 
(Satoru Sayama). 

Today, Billington is confined to a 
wheelchair due to his accumulated 
injuries. His autobiography, Pure 
Dynamite, is considered one of the 
most insightful looks inside the wres- 
tling business ever written. O 


Kid could execute aerial maneuvers effortlessly, but he 
also packed a lot of power in a relatively small frame, as 
he shows with this knockdown of Haku in 1988. 
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AND won 

CHIKARA’s first Tag World Grand Prix tag team 
tournament, but they got some unexpected help 

at the very end. The grueling three-day, 32-team, sin- 
gle-elimination event featured 61 men, two women, 
and one bear. (Don’t worry, it was a guy in a bear suit.) 


Yes, that’s a bear bearhugging Matt Turner during a non-tournament match on day 
three of CHIKARA’S Tag World Grand Prix tag team tournament. If you want to see 
photos of the tournament, please turn to “Arena Reports” on page 130. 
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Cannon and Castagnoli defeated 

(a.k.a. and ) in the 
finals. For detailed results of each night, please turn to 
“Arena Reports” on page 130. 

Overshadowing Cannon and Castagnoli’s amazing 
victory was the split between those SuperFriends. Hero 
attacked Quackenbush during the final 
match, which led to them losing. After- 
ward, Hero joined the tourney winners in 
attacking Quack. 

Several top independent prospects 
were recently awarded WWE develop- 
mental contracts, namely 

, and . Another WWE 
signee, , had to vacate 
the Universal Championship Wrestling 
heavyweight title at the March 18 show 
in Greenwood, South Carolina, thanks to 
his new WWE employee status. Many of 
the new signees will find themselves 
training at the WWE’s new develop- 
mental territory, Deep South Wrestling, 
located in McDonough, Georgia. The 
promotion will be headed up by 

and ; 

Texas independents came together 
on March 13 for a benefit show for fel- 
low wrestler . Corman was 
diagnosed with testicular cancer and is 
currently undergoing radiation treat- 
ment. Corman still competes when he is 
physically able, often joining his team- 
mates in and 

. Corman reported that he was 
hoping to resume his regular wrestling 
schedule by the end of April. 

North Carolina’s longest-running inde- 
pendent promotion has closed. ICW Pro 
Wrestling had its last show on March 19 in 
Wilmington, North Carolina, which was the 
site of its first show on June 10, 1989. 

Pro Wrestling IRON has signed an ex- 
clusive distribution agreement with the 
World Wrestling Network. WWN will be 
releasing Pro Wrestling IRON titles in 
more than 17,000 retail locations world- 


wide through Liquid 8 Entertainment & Navarre 
Distributing. 

NWA Florida fans said goodbye to three fa- 
vorites in one match on February 26 in Brandon, 
Florida. ; , and 

wrestled to a time-limit draw in a three- 
way match that was announced as the last in 
each competitor's career. 

Here’s a different way to stay on a show: 
After being suspended from active competition 
for 30 days on February 12, Tarheel Wrestling 
Entertainment's found himself serv- 
ing as the ring announcer. | guess that’s better 
than nothing. 

Quick title changes: NWA-New Jersey, 
Passaic, NJ, March 20: beat heavy- 
weight champ to win the title ... 
Empire Wrestling Alliance, Jackson, NJ, 
March 19: and 
won a triple threat tag team match against 

and and 
to win the tag team title ... 
won a battle royal to become the new 
battle royal champion ... defeated 
for the New Jersey state title ... 
defeated for the heavyweight 
title ... IWA Flashfire, Hartwell, GA, March 19: 
defeated in a body 
shop match to win the Internet title ... GLAPW, 
Mayville, MI, March 19: defeated 
to win the Midget Wrestling Federation 
heavyweight championship ... defeat- 
ed and 
team title ... New England Championship 
Wrestling, Framingham, MA, March 19: 
and beat and 
to become the new tag team champi- 
ons ... Alabama Wrestling Company, Cowan, AL, 
March 18: beat tag champs 
for the title ... Chaotic Wrestling, Lowell, MA, 
March 18: pinned heavyweight champ 
to win the title ... Professional Cham- 
pionship Wrestling, Arlington, TX, March 12: 
beat uncut champion to win the 


and 


title ... beat cruiserweight champ 

to win the title and a $1,000 bet ... Tornado Pro Wres- 
tling, Verdigris, OK, March 5: de- 
feated Oklahoma champion for the 


title ... National Wrestling Superstars, Manasquan, 
NJ, March 5: defeated 
to win the hardcore title ... NWA Wildside, 

Cornelia, GA, March 5: beat 
to win the TV title ... and 

beat and to win the tag team 
title ... Steel Rage Pro Wrestling, Tulsa, OK, March 4: 

defeated hardcore champion 
for the title ... World of Hurt Wrestling, Hudson Falls, 


to win the vacant tag Are Scoot Andrews and Mike Sullivan wrestling, or are they hugging 
because they’re retiring from active competition? Both men, along with Billy 
Fives, wrestled their final match on February 26. 


NY, March 3: defeated cruiserweight cham- 
pion to win the title ... Border City Wres- 
tling, Windsor, Ontario, February 27: and 
beat tag team champions 
and to win the title ... Ultimate Pro 
Wrestling, Santa Ana, CA, February 23: beat 
lightweight champion to win the title 
... Ultra Championship Wresiling, Rapid City, SD, 
February 19: defeated in 
a best-of-three falls match to win the TV title ... 
defeated to win the heavyweight title 
... Supreme Pro Wrestling, Sacramento, CA, Feb- 
ruary 19: ; , and 
beat trios champions ; ; 
and to win the title ... ACW-NWA, Green 
Bay, WI, February 19: and 
co-won a battle royal to win the tag team title ... 
beat ; , and 
in a gauntlet cage match to win the 
heavyweight title ... Neo Pro Wrestling, Cottage 
Grove, MN, February 18: beat heavyweight 
champ to win the title. O 
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By Mike Spillane 


HE TWO MOST important championships in all of 
puroresu—New Japan’s IWGP heavyweight title 
and All-Japan’s Triple Crown—are now in the 
possession of one man, . This un- 
precedented development, the result a unification 
match between Triple Crown champ Kojima and IWGP 
champ , has ushered in a new era in 
Japanese wrestling, and many hope it will be just what 
is needed to reverse the decline in the sport's populari- 
ty in this nation. 
Kojima, the former tag team partner of Tenzan, left 
New Japan with and just a 
few years ago to try to help revitalize an ailing All-Japan. 


He quickly developed into All-Japan’s MVP, offering 
strong mid-card showings that sometimes saved other- 
wise-inconsistent live events. His partner Tenzan, the 
heir apparent to the New Japan throne, struggled with 
both injuries and the strange promotional tactics of 
along the way to superstardom. Their his- 
toric title vs. title match, which lasted 59:46, saw Tenzan 
collapse at the end, unable to answer the count of 10. 
Kojima thus became the first Quadruple Crown champi- 
on, to the outrage of both New Japan fans and wrestlers, 
many of whom were unable to hide their disgust in the 
moments after all the belts were awarded to Kojima. 
There had been no official announcement as press time 
to indicate whether or not Kojima will ever defend 
all four belts as a single championship. The three 
belts that make up All-Japan’s Triple Crown have 
been recognized as a singular title for more than 
a decade, but it’s doubtful that New Japan will 
allow its top prize to be amalgamated. 
The long-overdue reunion of three brothers— 
R , and looks 
like it will finally take place at an upcoming CMLL 
card. The three popular Luchadores, all of whom 
are sons of referee , haven’t been 
under the same promotional banner in more than 
a decade. Negro Casas, a mainstay and trainer 
with CMLL, has been loyal to promoter 
for a long time. Felino, another CMLL 
star, has publicly recognized his familial relations 
within the world of Lucha Libre, even though he 
has never lost his signature cat mask. Heavy 
Metal, who some might recall from a brief recent 
stint with TNA, has worked for CMLL’s rival AAA 
dating back more than 10 years, which has pre- 
vented this famous trio of brothers from teaming 
up in the national spotlight. Like 
and before him, Heavy Metal 
is now looking to jump to CMLL, and with the 20th 
anniversary of Negro Casas’ pro debut almost 
upon us, there’s never been a better time for a 
Casas family reunion. 
Osaka Pro, the Japanese independent started 
by after he departed Michinoku Pro 


All-Japan’s Satoshi Kojima made history in the Far East when he 
became the first man ever to hold the All-Japan Triple Crown and the 
IWPG heavyweight title simultaneously. Don’t count on him making 
any Quadruple Crown defenses. 
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in the late-1990s, has been getting its fair share of 
press lately. For starters, a pair of Osaka Pro’s 
most popular stars, the comical and the 
high-flying , spent a weekend in the 


United States, participating in some high-profile 
independent events. The two paired up for tour- 
nament action at CHIKARA’s 32-team Tag 
World Grand Prix, making it all the way to the § 
semifinals before being eliminated by 
and (who were 
then beaten by and 
). They also squared off against 
each other at an event for Ring of Honor in 
which Ebessan got to emulate one of his idols, 
, by donning a special Ebessan/ 
hybrid mask. The duo was a hit 
everywhere they went. After their return to 
Japan, the next wave of news from Osaka Pro 
was anything but positive. 

Just days after the American tour by Ebes- 
san and Billy Ken Kid ended, almost half of the 
active Osaka Pro roster announced it would 
leave the company by April. Breakout star 

, whose pronounced 
background in kickboxing made him an odd fit 
in the Lucha Libre-influenced company, 
announced his intention to sign a contract with 
mixed martial arts company K-1. Ebessan, 
along with wrestlers like and 

, Stated that he would become a freelancer 
on the independent scene. , who 
wrestled for the company dating back almost to 
its inception, announced his impending retire- 
ment. After all was said and done, the Osaka 
Pro roster was left with just 10 active wrestlers, 
and company head Super Delfin said that he 
would announce a major restructuring of the 
company in the next two months. 

and , repre- 
senting their home promotion of NOAH, have made a 
select few appearances in the United States in the last 
few years. The duo recently made their way to Europe 
as well, giving fans in England and Germany a chance 
to see them in action live. In the past, especially during 
his time with All-Japan, Misawa rarely, if ever, appeared 
outside Japan. But since creating NOAH, Misawa has 
had the chance to travel a bit, and perform for the loyal 
fan following he amassed worldwide during his years as 
one of the sport’s premier heavyweights. Misawa, along 
with regular partner Ogawa, wrestled on a supershow in 
Coventry, England, that featured stars from all over the 
globe, and the next night traveled to Essen, Germany, 
for a tag team match for Westside Xtreme Wrestling. As 
expected, the Japanese wrestlers were met with tremen- 
dous reactions the moment they set foot in the ring. 

If AAA fans weren't confused before, they most likely 
are now. Since the first influx of Luchadores into WCW 
way back in 1996, AAA’s has been trying 
to guard the characters and likenesses that he created. 
Chief among these were the characters of and 

. When the original La Parka ( ) 


Is he Psicosis, and if so, is he the original or the second AAA version? Or 
should we just call him Nicho? This photo actually shows the original 
Psicosis, who usually goes by Nicho now. He’s making confusing news 
in his native Mexico. 


and the original Psicosis (now known as ) left 
Mexico for WCW, Pena was quick to find new wrestlers 
to fill the holes in his roster. All of a sudden, there was 

and , both of whom seemed 
a lot like the originals. And on AAA broadcasts, it was 
often insisted that these new versions were actually the 
authentic versions. Eventually, AAA broadcasts referred 
to them simply as Psicosis and La Parka, while WCW 
simultaneously had two different wrestlers in identical 
outfits with identical ring names. 

As noted in this column in the past, Pena eventually 
won legal dominion over the characters he created, 
and so his impostor La Parka and Psicosis became the 
only versions active. The original La Parka went 
through a series of name changes ( ' 
now ) and after losing his mask, the original 
Psicosis simply became Nicho (and sometimes 

). As if all this wasn’t confusing enough, 
now Nicho has returned to AAA, after years as a head- 
lining act on the Tijuana scene, which is a rich enough 
circuit to sustain several independent organizations. 
How Pena will handle having both the original Psicosis 
and his own secondary version under the same roof 
remains to be seen. C 
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‘4 Spotlight Card of the Month 


COWAN—Alabama Wrestling Company at the 
Cowan Civic Center: Henry Lei beat Larry Mancini 
... Youth of Today defeated Venom & Mace ... 
Mike Mirabeau defeated Lamar Washington ... 
Billy Baxter beat Pete Marshall ... The Overboyz 
beat Bama Milita for the tag team title. 
(03-18-05) 

—Jason Rand 


DOTHAN—WWE at the Civic Center: Raw tag 
team champions William Regal & Tajiri beat Rob- 
ert Conway & Sylvan Grenier ... Chris Masters 
beat Rhyno by submission ... Intercontinental 
champion Shelton Benjamin beat Gene Snitsky 
... Victoria defeated Molly Holly (Val Venis was 
the guest referee) ... Chris Jericho beat Christian 
... Kane pinned Tyson Tomko ... Chris Benoit 
beat Muhammad Hassan by disqualification ... 
Shawn Michaels pinned Edge ... Batista pinned 
Raw champion Triple-H in a non-title match. 
(03-13-05) 

—James Allen 
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MOBILE—WWE at the Mitchell Center: Raw tag 
team champions William Regal & Tajiri beat Rob- 
ert Conway & Sylvan Grenier ... Chris Masters 
defeated Rhyno ... Victoria pinned Molly Holly 
(Val Venis was the guest referee) ... Chris Jericho 
beat Christian ... Kane pinned Tyson Tomko ... 
Intercontinental champion Shelton Benjamin 
pinned Gene Snitsky ... Chris Benoit beat Mu- 
hammad Hassan by disqualification ... Shawn 
Michaels & Batista beat Triple-H & Edge. 
(03-12-05) 

—Ann Lynch 


TEMPE—Impact Zone Wres- 
tling at The Sets: Jack Bull de- 
feated Ryan Lynch and Lucha 
Reigns in a three-way match ... 
Jack Durango defeated Mike 
James and Darin Childs in a 
three-way match ... Women’s 
champ Morgan defeated Lus- 
cious ... Navajo Warrior & Ha- 
waiian Lion defeated Law- 
rence Tyler & G.Q. Gallo ... 
Jack Bull defeated Donovan 
Morgan by submission ... Peter 
Goodman & Antonio Mesrte 
defeated Mike Nox & Derrick 
Neikirk to become the new tag 
team champions 
(03-15-05) 

—Matthew Connor 


LOS ANGELES—Pro Wrestling 
Guerrilla at Frank and Sons: 
The Ballard Brothers, Ronin, 
& Charles Mercury beat Disco 
Machine, Excalibur, Hook 
Bomberry, & Top Gun Talwar 
... Chris Sabin beat Ricky 
Reyes ... Phoenix Star & Zo- 
kre defeated Scorpio Sky & 
The Human Tornado ... Kevin 
Steen won a four-way match 
against Christopher Daniels, 
El Generico, and A.J. Styles 
... Tag champs Scott Lost & 
Chris Bosh beat Frankie Ka- 
zarian & Joey Ryan ... Heavy- 
weight champion Super Drag- 
on defeated Kevin Steen. 
(03-12-05) 

—Paula Martin 


Hardcore Holly defeated Joey Matthews & John- 
ny Nitro ... Mark Jindrak defeated Luther Reigns 
... Cruiserweight champion Chavo Guerrero Jr. 
pinned Paul London ... Smackdown tag team 
champions Eddie Guerrero & Rey Misterio Jr. 
beat The Basham Brothers ... Booker T beat 
Heidenreich by disqualification ... Torrie Wilson 
won a diva bikini contest ... The Big Show & John 
Cena defeated John Bradshaw Layfield & Or- 
lando Jordan. 
(03-05-05) 

—Brandon Wells 


Lucky was not only lucky that his team won their eight-man 
DANBURY—WWE at the tag match, but that he survived this spectacular dive from the 
O'Neill Center: Charlie Haas & ring to the arena floor. He even nailed most of his targets. 


DELAWARE 


NEWARK—East Coast Wrestling Association at 
the Boys’ and Girls’ Club: Heavyweight champion 
Scotty Charisma defeated Kodiak Bear ... Tag 
champions The Valedictorians defeated Striker 
& Fred Sampson ... Mid-Atlantic champion 
Chase Del Monte defeated John Walters and 
Xavier in a three-way match ... Cheetah Master 
and Freak Nastty wrestled to a no-contest ... 
Mega, Cheetah Master, & Scotty Charisma 
beat Kodiak Bear, Freak Nastty, & Prince Nana 
in a streetfight ... The Logan Brothers defeated 
The Canadian Superstars ... Japanese Pool 
Boy, Johnny Maxx, & Mike Fury defeated The 
Chick Magnets ... Mr. Ooh La La defeated Nick 
Malakai ... Mega & The O.C. Boyz defeated 
E.S. Easton, Arch Kincaid, & Prince Nana ... 
Andrew Ryker defeated Mike Kruel. 

(03-12-05) 


FLORIDA 


DeBARY—Southern Championship Wrestling at 
the VFW Hall: Aaron Epic beat Phil Davis ... Jer- 
relle Clark beat Scott Commodity ... Sean Davis 
beat David Mercury ... Mister Saint Laurent, 
Chasyn Rance, & Valerie Wyndham beat Leon 
Scott, Josh Rich, & Tiziana ... Vordell Walker 
beat Scott Davis ... Dagon Briggs & Johnny 
Schumacher beat Jason Hexx & Manny Montana 
... Southern champion Ryze beat Sequel. 
(03-18-05) 


—Dan Stabb 


—Sunnie Grimes 


ORLANDO—TNA Destination X pay-per-view at 
Universal Studios: Chris Harris, James Storm, 
B.G. James, & Konnan defeated Bobby Rude, 
Eric Young, Petey Williams, & A-1 ... Chris Sa- 
bin pinned Chase Stevens ... Dustin Rhodes 
defeated Raven in a bullrope match ... The Dis- 
ciples of Destruction (Don & Ron Harris) defeat- 
ed Phi Delta Slam ... Monty Brown wrestled to a 
no-contest with Trytan ... Jeff Hardy pinned 
Abyss in a falls-count-anywhere match ... The 
Outlaw beat Kevin Nash in a first-blood match ... 
Christopher Daniels won a four-way match over 
Elix Skipper, Ron Killings, and TNA X champion 
A.J. Styles for the title that began as a tag team 
bout (until Killings was pinned and eliminated by 
Skipper), then turned into a three-way match (until 
Daniels pinned Skipper), and ended as an “Ultimate 
X" bout ... NWA heavyweight champion Jeff Jar- 
rett pinned Dallas Page in a lumberjack match after 
Monty Brown interfered and turned against Page. 
(03-13-05) 


CORNELIA—NWA Wildside at the NWA Arena: 
Tank & Iceberg beat Alabama Attitude ... TV 
champ Jeremy V beat Jay Fury ... Junior heavy- 
weight champ Fast Eddie defeated Slim J ... Nick 
Halen & Brandon P beat Todd Sexton & Jeff 
Lewis ... Biohazard beat Mikal Adryan by dis- 
qualification ... Ace Rockwell & Shaun Tempers 
beat Cru Jones & Sweet Dreams ... Ray Gordy 
beat Caprice Coleman ... Onyx wrestled Rain- 
man to a 20-minute draw. 

(03-19-05) 


—Will Welsh 


—Larry Goodman 


HARTWELL—IWA Flashfire at the Middle School 
Gym: U.S. champ Lance Christopher pinned Phil- 
lip Pain ... Tow Truck defeated The Executioner 
by disqualification ... Tommy Sawyer pinned Pur- 
ple Passion ... Logan Kinkayde defeated Buford 
T in a body shop match to win the Internet title ... 
Flashfire champ Tower and Boulevard fought to a 


no-contest ... Rahn fe 
Jordan, Don Mat- 
thews, Boulevard, & 
Casey J defeated 
Phillip Pain, Tower, 
Lance Christopher, 
& Golden Eagle in 
an eight-man elimi- 
nation match. 
(03-19-05) 

—Brad Bates 


COLUMBUS—Geor- 
gia Championship 
Wrestling at the 
GCW Sports Arena: 
The Wrestler beat 
Thunderfoot Il ... 
Johnny Swinger de- 
feated John Bogie 
... The Southside 
Trash defeated Lee 
Thomas & John Bo- 
gie ... Kid Kash 
beat Erik Watts ... 


David Young beat Lance Steel got creative and tried to take out both Arik Cannon and 
Jason Cross by dis- Claudio Castagnoli with one Boston crab and secure a spot for his 


qualification. 
(02-19-05) 
—Don Wilkens 


ILLINOIS 


CHICAGO RIDGE—Ring of Honor at the Frontier 
Fieldhouse: Lacey defeated Daizee Haze, Tracy 
Brooks, & Allison Danger in a four-way tag 
rules match ... Fast Eddie beat Matt Sydal ... 
Dunn & Marcos defeated Delirious & Golden 
Vampire XII ... Alex Shelley beat Jack Evans 
... Colt Cabana & Nigel McGuinness defeat 
Dan Maff & B.J. Whitmer ... American Dragon 
defeated Homicide ... Spanky beat Jimmy Ja- 
cobs ... James Gibson beat Puma ... Jimmy 
Rave defeated C.M. Punk ... ROH champion 
Austin Aries pinned Samoa Joe. 


(02-26-05) 
—Wayne McCarty 


MADISON—AWA Supreme at the SCW Build- 
ing: Jamie Morrison pinned Kliff Hanger ... 
Nick Noble beat Live Wire by disqualification ... 
The Fat & The Furious defeated Chris Blayze 
& Spazz ... The Blackhearts beat Madd-Dawg 
Murphy & Chuck McRoberts ... Eric Draven 
pinned Billy Maverick. 
(03-19-05) 

—Shawn Sands 


MADISON—AWA Supreme at the SCW Building: 
The Amazing Pooky pinned Jamie Morrison ... 
The Dysfunctional Family beat The New PYT ... 
Apollo pinned Mike Daniels ... Nick Noble beat 
Roger Blade ... The Fallen defeated Kulture 
Shock ... Eric Draven, Spazz, & Live Wire beat 
The Blackhearts. After the match, Blackheart III 
was unmasked and revealed to be Nick Noble. 
(03-12-05) 

—Shawn Sands 


LAFAYETTE—CWF at Riehle Brothers Sports 
Complex: Guy Lombardo & Tommy Gage beat 
Billy Bart & Allen Richards ... P.T. Hussla pinned 
Bouncer ... C.W. Anderson defeated Devon Fury 
... Billy Bart pinned Brian Roberts ... Lightweight 
champion Billy Roc and Tiny Tim wrestled to a 
time-limit draw ... Tag team champions Indiana 
Kidd Jr. & Rob Ramer beat Kenny Courageous & 
Tracey Smothers ... Heavyweight champion 


team in the tourney semifinals. He failed. 


Shawn Cook beat P.T. Hussla and C.W. Ander- 
son in a three-way match. 
(03-06-05) 


KENTUCKY 


BARDSTOWN—Bad 2 The Bone Wrestling at the 
National Guard Armory: Blade won a battle royal ... 
Randy Johnson pinned Billy Black in a hardcore 
match ... Dynamite Derrick pinned Rollin Hard ... 
Brandon Blaze defeated 2 Tuff Tony by reverse 
decision ... Tag team champions Randy Royal & 
K-Lo wrestled to a no-contest with Todd Morton & 
Chuck Clements ... Vic the Bruiser wrestled to a 
double-countout with Manslaughter in a bounty 
match ... Heavyweight champion J.C. Bailey 
pinned Simon Sezz in a lumberjack strap match. 
(02-26-05) 


MASSACHUSETTS 


FRAMINGHAM—NECW at the Civic League: The 
Logan Brothers beat D-Unit ... Johnny Idol de- 
feated Scott Ashworth ... Natalia defeated Violet 
Flame and Mercedes Martinez in a triple threat 
match ... Pat Masters beat Aaron Morrison ... Mi- 
chael Sain defeated Mike Bennett ... Paul Lom- 
bardi defeated Bob Evans ... TV champion Ru 
Star wrestled Fred Curry Jr. to a draw ... Kristian 
Forst & Zack Statick defeated tag champs D.C. 
Dillinger & Eddie Edwards to win the title ... 
Heavyweight champion Chris Venom wrestled 
Kevin Landry to a double-disqualification. 
(03-19-05) 


—Harold Newt 


—dJoe Bailey 


—Gary Tarver 


LOWELL—Chaotic Wrestling at the Polish-Ameri- 
can Veterans Club: Bryan & Bill Logan defeated 
Dukes Dalton & Craig Stratton ... New England 
champion Brian Milonas defeated Fred Sampson 
... Luis Ortiz defeated El Milagro ... Mike Kruel 
defeated Low Ki and John Walters in a triple 
threat match ... Chase Del Monte defeated Hand- 
some Johnny ... Andrew Ryker defeated Arch 
Kincaid ... Brian Black pinned Maverick Wild to 
win the heavyweight title. 
(03-18-05) 

—Rich Palladino 
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Necro Butcher’s shirt tells you he’s not the most upbeat 
of guys. He and his Death Match Kings partner weren’t 
kind to Jigsaw or Sabian and were eliminated from the 
CHIKARA tournament via disqualification. 


BOSTON—WWE at Agganis Arena: Intercon- 
tinental champion Shelton Benjamin defeated 
Christian ... Chris Masters beat Val Venis ... Raw 
tag team champions William Regal & Tajiri beat 
Robert Conway & Sylvan Grenier ... Rhyno 
pinned Tyson Tomko ... Women’s champion Trish 
Stratus beat Molly Holly and Victoria in a three- 
way match ... Kane pinned Gene Snitsky in a 
hardcore match ... Chris Benoit beat Muhammad 
Hassan by disqualification ... Shawn Michaels 
pinned Edge ... Batista & Randy Orton beat Ric 
Flair & Triple-H in a steel cage match. 
(02-27-05) 

—Liz Hunter 


SPRINGFIELD—WWE at the Civic Center: Raw tag 
team champions William Regal & Tajiri beat Rob- 
ert Conway & Sylvan Grenier ... Chris Masters 
defeated Val Venis ... Chris Benoit beat Chris 
Jericho in a submission match ... Muhammad 
Hassan defeated Rhyno ... Women’s champion 
Trish Stratus beat Molly Holly and Victoria in a 
three-way match ... Kane pinned Gene Snitsky in 
a hardcore match ... Intercontinental champion 
Shelton Benjamin pinned Christian ... Shawn Mi- 
chaels pinned Edge ... Batista & Randy Orton 
defeated Triple-H & Ric Flair in a steel cage match. 
(02-26-05) 

—Steven Hinds 


COLDWATER—Price of Glory Wrestling at Mich- 
igan Sports Camps: Brian Bender defeated Risk 
Factor ... C-Four defeated Hypknow ... Will 
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Reign defeated Ernie Ballz by dis- 
qualification ... Thurston Brooks 
defeated Terk Tickler ... Tag 
champions Fabuzio & Rastakhan 
defeated Chip Daley & The Big 
Andrewski ... Johnny Dollar de- 
feated C.J. Otis, Desmond Dukes, 
Chance Laredo, & Frank Stein to 
become the POG chaotic champion 
... Jack Thriller pinned J.D. Elite 
... Johnny Dynamo defeated Jay- 
son Quick ... Grand champion 
BAM defeated Jimmy Shalwin. 
(02-27-05) 

—Kayla Meyers 


AUBURN HILLS—WWE at the 
Palace: Smackdown tag team 
champions Eddie Guerrero & 
Rey Misterio Jr. beat The Bash- 
am Brothers ... Jackie Gayda 
beat Dawn Marie in a hot body 
contest ... Charlie Haas & Hard- 
core Holly defeated Joey Mat- 
thews & Johnny Nitro ... Cruis- 
erweight champion Chavo Guer- 
rero Jr. defeated Spike Dudley, 
Paul London, and Funaki in a 
four-way elimination match ... 
Booker T pinned Heidenreich ... 
U.S. champion John Cena pinned 
Orlando Jordan ... Mark Jindrak 
defeated Rene Dupree by dis- 
qualification ... Mark Jindrak & 
The Undertaker beat Rene Du- 
pree & Luther Reigns ... The 
Big Show beat Smackdown 
champion John Bradshaw Lay- 
field by disqualification. 
(02-26-05) 

—Karl Byner 


MAPLE GROVE—Midwest Pro 
Wrestling at MPW Arena: Nate Bash defeated Pete 
Mack ... Joessiah beat Schoolboy ... Animal 
Sam defeated Punisher ... Kid Krazy defeated 
Josh Abercrombie ... |\WA Mid-South champion 
Danny Daniels pinned Chris Jordan ... Jimmy 
Jacobs beat Aaron Corbin. 
(03-06-05) 
—Wayne McCarty 


MAPLE GROVE—Midwest Pro Wrestling at 
MPW Arena: Josh Abercrombie beat Ben 
Sailer ... The Prophet defeated Punisher to 
win the cruiserweight title ... Chris Jordan 
beat Gator Magraw ... Kid Krazy defeated 
Casanova ... Aaron Corbin & Cody O'Neill wres- 
tled Version 2.0 & Darin Corbin to a draw in 
the third fall of a best-of-three-falls match for 
the MPW tag team title ... IWA Mid-South 
champion Danny Daniels pinned Arik Can- 
non ... Joey E. beat Jimmy Jacobs to win 
the universal title. 
(03-05-05) 

—Wayne McCarty 


JACKSON—WWE at the Mississippi Coliseum: 
Kurt Angle defeated Booker T ... Bobby Lash- 
eley beat Akio ... Joey Matthews & Johnny 
Nitro defeated Scotty Too Hotty & Funaki ... 
Heidenreich pinned Charlie Haas ... Smack- 
down tag team champions Eddie Guerrero & 
Rey Misterio Jr. defeated The Basham Broth- 
ers ... Paul London beat Spike Dudley ... Mark 
Jindrak pinned Rene Dupree ... John Cena 


defeated Smackdown champion John Brad- 
shaw Layfield in a non-title match. 
(03-21-05) 

—Chuck Greenwood 


ST. PETERS—Gateway Championship Wrestling 
at the Armory: Kevin X beat Shorty Biggs ... Nick 
Tyson wrestled Michael Serious to a no-contest ... 
Cabal & Rat Boy beat D.N.S. ... Rebecca Raze 
won a triple threat match against Makaze and Sean 
Vincent ... Nick Tyson & Michael Serious beat 
Sean Vincent & Head ... Chaz Wesson wrestled 
Cameron Cage to a double-countout ... Light 
heavyweight champion Jynx beat Jackal ... 
Heavyweight champion Kory Twist defeated Dingo 
in a best-of-three-falls match. 
(03-19-05) 

—Patrick Brandmeyer 


MANVILLE—National Wrestling Superstars at the 
VFW Post: Tsunami Express beat Funky White 
Boy & J.D. Smoothy ... The Missing Link pinned 
John Cabbie ... New Wave & Johnny Candido 
defeated J.T. Highlander & Jerry D ... Gavin 
Quest beat Archadia ... John Mahoney beat Kai- 
butzu by disqualification ... Rickie Lowinski 
defeated Vic Voorhees ... Jim Neidhart beat 
Danny Doring. 
(03-18-05) 

—Shaun Redding 


HUDSON FALLS—World of Hurt Wrestling at the 
Knights of Columbus: Women's champ Kayla 
Sparks defeated Barbie and Miss DeVille ... 
Cruiserweight champ Steve Kruz defeated Pedro 
Gonzalez ... Shockwave defeated Bobby Fla- 
mingo ... Shane Alden & Virus defeated tag 
champs Swinger Sidusky & Reed James by dis- 
qualification ... Jim Tanner beat Scott Scarsdale 
... Hardcore champ Vendetta defeated Damien 
Ryder ... Jeff Starr & Danger defeated Sgt. Free- 
dom & Chuck Deep. 
(03-18-05) 

—Al Brennan 


BUFFALO—WWE at the HSBC Arena: Scotty Too 
Hotty & Funaki beat Joey Matthews & Johnny 
Nitro ... Paul London pinned Akio ... Mark Jin- 
drak pinned Luther Reigns (Kurt Angle was the 
guest referee) ... Spike Dudley pinned Johnny 
Jeter ... Smackdown tag team champions Eddie 
Guerrero & Rey Misterio Jr. beat The Basham 
Brothers ... Heidenreich defeated Charlie Haas 
... The Big Show & John Cena beat John Brad- 
shaw Layfield & Orlando Jordan ... John Cena 
pinned Smackdown champion John Bradshaw 
Layfield in a non-title match. 
(03-13-05) 

—Dan Murphy 


SUFFERN—East Coast Pro Wrestling at the High 
School: Rob Eckos pinned Damien Adams ... 
Josh Daniels defeated Matt Striker ... Johnny 
Thunder beat Mo Sexy ... King Kong Bundy beat 
Kodiak Bear ... The Nelson Brothers & Kevin 
Apollo beat Andrew Anderson, Mike Xylas, & 
Red Hot Russ ... Paul E. Normous beat Fred 
Sampson ... Scotty Charisma & Matt Striker beat 
Simon Diamond & Danny Doring ... Devon 
Storm beat Vic D. Vine. 
(03-11-05) 

—Kevin Laughlin 


UNIONDALE—WWE at Nassau Coliseum: Smack- 
down tag team champions Eddie Guerrero & Rey 


Misterio Jr. beat The Basham Brothers ... Mark 
Jindrak pinned Luther Reigns ... Cruiserweight 
champion Chavo Guerrero Jr. beat Paul London 
... Hardcore Holly & Charlie Haas defeated Joey 
Matthews & Johnny Nitro ... Booker T beat Heid- 
enreich by disqualification ... The Big Show & 
John Cena defeated John Bradshaw Layfield & 
Orlando Jordan ... Torrie Wilson won a diva bikini 
contest ... The Undertaker defeated Kurt Angle. 
(03-06-05) 

—Scott Green 


NEW YORK—WWE at Madison Square Garden: 
Intercontinental champion Shelton Benjamin beat 
Christian ... Chris Masters defeated Val Venis ... 
Raw tag team champions William Regal & Tajiri 
defeated Robert Conway & Sylvan Grenier ... 
Women's champion Trish Stratus defeated Molly 
Holly and Victoria in a three-way match ... Mu- 
hammad Hassan pinned Rhyno ... Kane pinned 
Gene Snitsky ... Chris Benoit beat Chris Jericho 
in a submission match ... Shawn Michaels defeat- 
ed Edge ... Randy Orton & Batista beat Ric Flair 
& Triple-H in a steel cage match. 
(02-25-05) 

—Dominick Valenti 


FAYETTEVILLE—WWE at Crown Arena: Raw tag 
team champions William Regal & Tajiri beat Rob- 
ert Conway & Sylvan Grenier ... Viscera pinned 
Simon Dean ... Chris Masters defeated The Hur- 
ricane ... Victoria pinned Molly Holly ... Inter- 
continental champion Shelton Benjamin pinned 
Christian ... Kane defeated Tyson Tomko ... Mu- 
hammad Hassan pinned Chris Jericho ... Chris 
Benoit defeated Gene Snitsky ... Batista & Ran- 
dy Orton defeated Triple-H & Edge. 
(03-19-05) 

—Doug Manning 


PFAFFTOWN—CWFI/AWA Mid-Atlantic at the 
West Central Community Center: RGL champion 
Kid Justice pinned Alex Adonis in a non-title 
bout ... The Shadow pinned Mitch Conner ... 
Corey Edsel pinned Brass Munkey ... TV 
champion Jesse Ortega defeated Scar Stevens 
by submission ... Garry Stevens defeated Rob 
McBride ... Heavyweight champion Ric Con- 
verse defeated Shane West ... The Southside 
Playas defeated tag team champions Twisted 
Aggression to win the title. 
(03-19-05) 

—Tara Rheaume 


WILMINGTON—ICW Pro Wrestling at the Na- 
tional Guard Armory: Jesse Lee defeated Farm- 
er Funk ... C.R. Smooth wrestled Steve Mi- 
chaels to a draw ... 2 D Extreme beat Insane 
Shane ... Solitude beat Homicide ... The Ace 
Crusader beat Malachi ... Dark Starr beat 
Baine ... Heavyweight champion Mare Ash 
beat BloodLust. 
(03-19-05) 

—Marcus Watkins 


CHARLOTTE—WWE at the Cricket Arena: 
Smackdown tag team champions Eddie 
Guerrero & Rey Misterio Jr. defeated The 
Basham Brothers ... Mark Jindrak beat 
Luther Reigns ... Cruiserweight champion 
Chavo Guerrero Jr. beat Shannon Moore 
and Paul London in a three-way elimination 
match ... Charlie Haas & Hardcore Holly 
defeated Joey Matthews & Johnny Nitro ... 
Booker T beat Heidenreich by disqualifica- 
tion ... The Big Show & John Cena beat 
John Bradshaw Layfield & Orlando Jordan 


... Torrie Wilson won a diva bikini contest ... 
The Undertaker defeated Kurt Angle. 
(03-07-05) 

—Harry Burkett 


GREENSBORO—WWE at the Coliseum Complex: 
Raw tag team champions William Regal & Tajiri 
defeated Robert Conway & Sylvan Grenier ... 
Chris Masters beat Val Venis ... Women's cham- 
pion Trish Stratus pinned Victoria ... Chris Jeri- 
cho beat Christian ... Kane defeated Tyson Tom- 
ko ... Chris Benoit beat Muhammad Hassan by 
disqualification ... Intercontinental champion Shelt- 
on Benjamin pinned Gene Snitsky ... Shawn 
Michaels beat Edge ... Batista defeated Ric Flair 
& Triple-H in a handicap match. 
(03-05-05) 

—Fred Farnsworth 


COLUMBUS—WWE at Nationwide Arena: U.S. 
champion John Cena pinned Orlando Jordan ... 
Booker T beat Heidenreich by disqualifica- 
tion ... Charlie Haas & Hardcore Holly 
beat Joey Matthews & Johnny Nitro ... 
Jackie Gayda beat Dawn Marie in a hot 
body contest ... Smackdown tag team 
champions Eddie Guerrero & Rey Misterio 
Jr. beat The Basham Brothers ... The Big 
Show defeated Smackdown champion 
John Bradshaw Layfield by disqualification 
... Cruiserweight champion Chavo Guer- 
rero Jr. beat Spike Dudley, Funaki, and 
Paul London in a four-way elimination 
match ... Mark Jindrak & The Undertaker 
beat Rene Dupree & Luther Reigns. 
(02-27-05) 

—Roger Fulton 


McKEESPORT—NWA Pro Wrestling Ex- 
press at the Sportatorium: Sabotage pinned 
Heretic ... Tyrone Evans defeated Kano ... 
Sam Sanders pinned Justin Idol ... Tri Chi 
Fraternity pinned Better Than You ... Devil 
Bhudakahn defeated Crusher Hansen ... 
Jason Cage defeated brass knuckles cham- 
pion Daron Smythe in a non-title match ... 
Brandon K pinned Adam Cage ... Devin 
Devine, Nikita Allanov, & Bigg wrestled to a 
no-contest with Chris Taylor & Da Munchies 
(03-19-05) 

—Jeff Hollenback 


NEWVILLE—National Wrestling at the Com- 
munity Center: Paul Yeager won a battle 
royal ... Cruiserweight champion Chad Bow- 
man won a triangle match over Fumar and 
Chuckie Manson ... Jerkface & Jimmy Jes- 
sup defeated Flatline & Danny Magic ... 
Genesis won a triangle match over heavy- 
weight champion Samu and Kage to win the 
title ... Carnage beat Savannah Jack ... The 
Freak wrestled Brooklyn Panther to a dou- 
ble-countout ... Buzz Stryker pinned Eddie 
Osborne ... Marc Mandrake beat Dino Di- 
vine by disqualification ... L.T. pinned Jeff 
Black ... The Super Destroyers defeated 
Kevin Featherstone & Scott Vaughn ... 
Shorty Smalls beat Glenn Gilberti by re- 
verse decision disqualification. 
(03-19-05) 

—Timothy A. Walker 


title ... Booker T defeated Heidenreich by disquali- 
fication ... Chavo Guerrero Jr. won a six-man 
gauntlet match for the cruiserweight title, last pin- 
ning Paul London (previous champion Funaki, 
Akio, Spike Dudley, and Shannon Moore were 
the other participants) ... The Undertaker pinned 
Luther Reigns ... U.S. champion John Cena 
pinned Kurt Angle to earn a shot at the Smack- 
down title at WrestleMania 21 ... Smackdown 
champion John Bradshaw Layfield defeated The 
Big Show in a barbed-wire steel cage match. 
(02-20-05) 

—Chris Klipstein 


EMMAUS—CHIKARA's Tag World Grand Prix 
Tournament (night two) at the Fire Company: 
Round one matches: B.J. & The Bear (Beef 
Wellington & The Savage Bear) beat Team MPW 
(Version 2.0 & Darin Corbin) ... The Death Match 
Kings beat Matt Turner & Anthony Franco ... 
Team CZW (D.J. Hyde & Jon Dahmer) beat 
CKNY (Corey Kastle & Niles Young) ... The 


It was hard to figure who was in the more precari- 
ous of positions when this photo of a masked 
Billy Ken Kid and Milanito Collection a.t. was 
snapped. BKK’s team won. 


PITTSBURGH—WWE No Way Out pay-per- 
view at Mellon Arena: Eddie Guerrero & Rey 
Misterio Jr. beat Smackdown tag team 
champions The Basham Brothers to win the 
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You won’t find many wrestlers with more unusual getups 
than what you see from Ebessan here. His Osaka Pro team, 
however, lost in the Tag World Grand Prix semifinals. 


Night Shift (Blind Rage & Hallowicked) defeated 
Eye Candy (Private Eye & D.J. Skitlez) ... Team 
Toryumon X beat Perfect Strangers (Emil Sitoci 
& Trik Davis) ... Men at Work (Mister ZERO & 
Shane Storm) defeated Sweet & Sour Inter- 
national (Larry Sweeney & ShareCropper) ... 
Team IWS beat All Money Is Legal ... The Super- 
Friends beat Eddie Kingston & Mickie Knuckles 
... Round two matches: Team Toryumon X beat 
B.J. & The Bear ... The Death Match Kings beat 
Men at Work ... Team IWS beat Team CZW ... The 
SuperFriends beat The Night Shift. 
(02-19-05) 

—Bill Fletcher 


READING—CHIKARA’s Tag World Grand Prix 
Tournament (night one) at the Riverside Ben- 
eficial Association: Round one matches: 
F.I.S.T. (Gran Akuma & Icarus) beat Team 
WXW (Mana the Polynesian Warrior & John 
Cabbie) ... Dunn & Marcos defeated Shane 
Hagadorn & Davy Andrews ... Knight Eye for 
the Pirate Guy beat Mano Metalico & Cross- 
bones ... Team Osaka Pro beat Shirley Doe & 
Darkness Crabtree ... Arik Cannon & Claudio 
Castagnoli beat Allison Danger & Alere Little 
Feather ... Jigsaw & Sabian defeated Ror- 
schach & Ravage ... Team IWA Mid-South 
(Jimmy Jacobs & Danny Daniels) beat Team 
IWA (Din Mak & Mat Bomboy) ... Team PWG 
defeated Mokujin Ken & Glenn Spectre ... 
Round two matches: Cannon & Castagnoli 
beat F.I.S.T. ... Jigsaw & Sabian beat Dunn & 
Marcos ... Knight Eye for the Pirate Guy defeat- 
ed Team IWA Mid-South ... Team Osaka Pro 
defeated Team PWG. 
(02-18-05) 

—Bill Fletcher 
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COLUMBIA—WWE at the Town- 
ship Auditorium: Raw tag team 
champions William Regal & Tajiri 
defeated Robert Conway & Syl- 
van Grenier ... Viscera beat Si- 
mon Dean ... Chris Masters beat 
The Hurricane by submission ... 
Victoria pinned Molly Holly ... 
Kane defeated Tyson Tomko & 
Christian in a handicap match ... 
Intercontinental champion Shelton 
Benjamin beat Muhammad Has- 
san by disqualification ... Chris 
Benoit beat Gene Snitsky ... 
Chris Jericho defeated Edge ... 
Batista pinned Raw champion 
Triple-H in a non-title match. 
(03-20-05) 

—Alex Mackland 


SPARTANBURG—American Pro 
Wrestling at the APW Arena: 
American Gump defeated Ivan 
Smirnoff ... Ostgard beat Jim- 
my Kindrid ... Bill White & “Hon- 
est” Doug Hawkins beat Billy 
Holiday & David Duke ... Mark 
Slain & Mickey Richards defeat- 
ed Baha & Hunter Guerrero ... 
Chief Jay Eagle defeated Scott 
E. Smooth ... Carolinas champ 
Johnny Buffett beat Neil Nitro 
... Viper & Big Country beat 
Mike Williams, Scotty Rocker, 
& Rick Kelly ... Kirk Prodigy 
beat U.S. champion Ken Mag- 
num by disqualification ... Tag 
champs A.J. Frost & Nick Fury 
beat Johnny Eagle & Dirty ... 
Shane Austin defeated Boomer Payne. 
(03-19-05) 

—Marcus Watkins 


GREENWOOD—universal Championship Wres- 
tling at the Civic Center Brad Anderson beat 
George South Sr. ... J.C. Dazz & Scottie Wrenn 
beat Jeremy V & Brandon P ... David Flair beat 
Alan Funk ... Tracy Brooks beat ODB ... Rick 
Morton, Buff Bagwell, & Lash LeRoux beat Bob- 
by Eaton, Dennis Condrey, & Stan Lane ... Dem- 
olition Ax & The Barbarian beat Buff Bagwell & 
The Shooter in a hardcore match. 
(03-18-05) 

—Danny Parris 


GREENEVILLE—Southern States Wrestling at the 
East View Rec Center: Josh Cody wrestled Wayne 
Adkins to a draw ... Super Destroyer beat Rick 
Morton ... Brad Thomas beat Dan Richards ... 
Tony Givens & Alyx Winters beat Scotty Mc- 
Keever & Destroyer ... Beau James & Tom 
Prichard beat Danny Ray & Clay Connors. 
(03-19-05) 

—Fay Ferguson 


KNOXVILLE—WWE at the Civic Coliseum: Kurt 
Angle pinned Booker T ... Scotty Too Hotty & 
Funaki beat Joey Matthews & Johnny Nitro ... 
Bobby Lasheley beat Spike Dudley ... Heid- 
enreich defeated Charlie Haas ... Smackdown 
tag team champions Eddie Guerrero & Rey 
Misterio Jr. beat The Basham Brothers ... 
Mark Jindrak beat Rene Dupree ... Paul Lon- 
don defeated Akio ... The Big Show & John 
Cena defeated John Bradshaw Layfield & Or- 
lando Jordan ... John Cena pinned Smack- 


down champion John Bradshaw Layfield in a 
non-title match. 
(03-19-05) 

—Ben Snow 


KINGSPORT—Championship Wrestling at the 
National Guard Armory: In a six-man tournament, 
semifinals: Tony Givens, Robbie Cassidy, & 
Alyx Winters defeated The Freak, Bryan Wayne, 
& Adam York ... Super Destroyer, Thorn, & Beau 
James defeated Ray Idol, Nick Hammonds, & 
Wayne Adkins ... Finals: Super Destroyer, 
Thorn, & Beau James defeated Tony Givens, 
Robbie Cassidy, & Alyx Winters to win the tour- 
nament ... Nick Hammonds defeated Bryan 
Wayne ... Danny Ray defeated Josh Cody. 
(03-12-05) 

—Frank Miller 


KINGSPORT—Southern States Wrestling at the 
Armory: Josh Cody beat Wayne Atkins ... Scotty 
McKeever wrestled Clay Connors to a draw ... 
Tony Givens & Robbie Cassidy beat Josh Cody 
& Super Destroyer for the tag team title ... Tracey 
Smothers beat Dan Richards ... Heavyweight 
champion Beau James beat Danny Ray ... Rick 
Morton & Brad Thomas beat Scotty McKeever & 
Tom Prichard. 
(03-04-05) 

—fay Ferguson 


COLUMBIA—Columbia Wrestling Alliance at 
Grand Slam USA: Mikey Dunn & Chris Oliver de- 
feated Tim Renesto & Richard Ezell ... Brandon 
Stone wrestled Ryder to a draw ... Cat Taylor de- 
feated Arrick Andrews to become the heavyweight 
champion ... Bubba Morton & Susan Morton de- 
feated Tommy Capone in a handicap match ... 
Big T & Maxx Hatter defeated Big Bad John & 
Big Country ... Lawrence defeated The Cuban 
Assassin ... James Storm defeated Nore Havoc. 
(03-05-05) 

—Lekisha F. Oliver 


KATY—American Wrestling Empire at Jeffs Sports 
Bar: In a tournament to declare a new heavy- 
weight champion, quarterfinals: Flaming Rose 
beat Hector Montoya ... Shawn Stern defeated 
ZenZen ... Rocco Carmanooch pinned Mr. En- 
tertainment ... Chaz Taylor beat Jacob Ladder 
... Bubba Lee Travis beat Chris James ... 
Semifinals: Flaming Rose pinned Shawn Stern 
... Bubba Lee Travis defeated Rocco Carman- 
ooch ... Finals: Flaming Rose beat Bubba Lee 
Travis to become the new heavyweight champion 
... Tag team champs The Fu Man Kru beat The 
Pipeline Express. 
(03-19-05) 

—Darryl Johnathan 


DENTON—xXtreme Championship Wrestling at the 
XCW Arena: Sidd Murder beat Bull ... Ricky 
Jackson beat Gemini ... Drunk Adam wrestled 
Eddie Atlas to a no-contest ... Heavyweight cham- 
pion Action Jackson wrestled TNT champion 
Jacob Ladder to a no-contest ... Manny Fer- 
nandez & Jack Drastic beat tag team champs 
Eddie Atlas & Brett Barnes by countout. 
(03-18-05) 

—Matt Avery 


ARLINGTON—SPW's Joey Corman benefit show 
at the PCW Arena: Mr. Mayhem & Mr. Enter- 
tainment beat The Pipeline Express ... John Al- 
len defeated Striker ... NAWA tag champs Logan 
& Pendragon beat Phat Samoans, Texas Red & 
Seth Shai, and The Cosmic Rockers in a four-way 


match ... L.A. Steele beat Harley Johnson ... The 
Brown Brothers defeated Scott Phoenix & Drunk 
Adam ... Robert Evans won the NWA Texas junior 
heavyweight title by beating J.T. Lamotta, Stephen 
Murphy, and James Johnson ... The Overboyz 
beat The Old School Assassins. 
(03-13-05) 

—Calvin Otis 


ARLINGTON—Professional Championship Wres- 
tling at the PCW Arena: TV champion John Allen 
beat Brett Anthony in a country whipping match ... 
Mace Malone beat uncut champ Chris Richter to 
win the title ... G-Slice beat cruiserweight champion 
J.T. LaMotta to win the title and a $1,000 bet ... 
Chris Bussey beat Thomas Bussey in a lumber- 
jack match ... Tag team champions Jeff & Jerry 
Brown beat Jack Dalton & Adam Thornstowe in 
a ladder match ... Hotstuff Hernandez beat B.J. 
Turner ... Heavyweight champion Steve DeMarco 
beat Jeremy Young. 
(03-12-05) 

—Rob Moore 


MINERAL WELLS—CWP at the PPCLA Expo 
Building: Chris James defeated Harley John- 
son ... Livewire & Chewy Martinez beat The 
Pipeline Express ... Keats Douglas defeated 
Tejano Kid by disqualification ... Max Muscles 
& Ray Evans beat Mr. Entertainment & Tim 
Swiney ... A three-way match between Bobby 2 
Badd, Seth Shai, and Kaisho ended in a no- 
contest ... Cruiserweight champion Brett Bonz 
pinned Chuck Murphy ... Southern champion 
Kyzer Douglas pinned Marshall Law ... U.S. 
champion JPW defeated Justin Walker. 
(03-12-05) 

—Noel Tovar 


FORT WORTH—Christian Wrestling Alliance at the 
McKinney Memorial Bible Church: Apoc pinned 
Jeremy Young ... Jonah beat Tim Storm ... J.T. 
Lamotta defeated G-Slice and Scott Murdoch in a 
three-way match ... Tag team champions Bio- 
hazard & Ricky Jackson beat Larry Green & 
Chris Young ... MACE defeated heavyweight 
champion Max Muscles by disqualification ... 
MACE & The Blackbird Posse defeated heavy- 
weight champion Max Muscles & tag champions 
Biohazard & Ricky Jackson. According to a pre- 
match stipulation, the winning team would win all of 
the titles, so The Blackbird Posse became the tag 
team champions, and MACE became the heavy- 
weight champion. 
(02-19-05) 

—Travis McKeon 


NORFOLK—WWE at the Scope Arena: Raw tag 
team champions William Regal & Tajiri beat 
Robert Conway & Sylvan Grenier ... Chris 
Masters beat Val Venis ... Women's champion 
Trish Stratus pinned Victoria ... Chris Jericho 
defeated Christian ... Kane pinned Tyson 
Tomko ... Chris Benoit defeated Muhammad 
Hassan ... Intercontinental champion Shelton 
Benjamin pinned Gene Snitsky ... Shawn Mi- 
chaels pinned Edge ... Batista & Randy Orton 
beat Triple-H & Ric Flair. 
(03-06-05) 

—Heather Hable 


RED JACKET—C-Pro Entertainment Wrestling at 
Old High School: Big Bad John beat Vic Holly- 
wood ... Chance Prophet beat Chris King ... 
Rick Morton beat Beau James ... Clay Connors 
& Jowad Wayne beat Danny Ray & Scotty Mc- 


Keever ... Brad Thomas beat Cuban Assassin ... 
Brock Sanders beat Doink ... James Storm beat 
Chase Stevens. 
(03-03-05) 

—Fay Ferguson 


BLOOMER—World Wrestling Association at the 
Badger Hole: Mad Wolverine won a triple threat 
match against Logan Lasher and Studd ... Steve 
Stardom won a triple threat match against Kar- 
nage and Joey Pink ... Animal Sam beat Ace of 
Hearts ... Casanova won a triple threat match 
against Gator McGraw and Cooter ... Angel 
Armoni beat lan Xavier ... Rain beat Ann Thraxx 
... Joessiah & Ben Sailor beat Mike Geuke & 
Mad Wolverine. 
(03-19-05) 

—Nicholas Loken 


RADISSON—National Federation of Wrestling at 
the Community Center: Sledge beat Jorge Gua- 
vara ... Magnus Carlson beat Major Chaos ... 
Jose Guavara beat Shinobi ... Steve Stardom 
beat Karnage in a Texas bullrope match ... Major 
Chaos won a battle royal ... Major Chaos & Dark- 
child beat Sledge & Magnus Carlson ... Norman 
Smiley, Chaysn Rance, & Jack Berzerker beat 
John Johnson, Shimdog, & Angel Armoni. 
(03-13-05) 

—Nicholas Loken 


|__| INTERNATIONAL 


OSHAWA, ONTARIO—WWE at the Civic Au- 
ditorium: Funaki & Scotty Too Hotty defeated 
Joey Matthews & Johnny Nitro ... Heidenreich 
pinned Charlie Haas ... Paul London beat Akio 
... Mark Jindrak beat Luther Reigns (Kurt An- 
gle was the guest referee) ... Smackdown tag 
team champions Eddie Guerrero & Rey Mis- 
terio Jr. defeated The Basham Brothers ... 
Torrie Wilson beat Dawn Marie, Jackie Gayda, 
and Michelle McCool in a bikini contest ... Spike 
Dudley pinned Johnny Jeter ... The Big Show 


& John Cena defeated John Bradshaw Lay- 
field & Orlando Jordan ... John Cena pinned 
Smackdown champion John Bradshaw Layfield 
in an impromptu non-title match. 
(03-12-05) 

—Bill Meltzer 


WINDSOR, ONTARIO—BCW at Octane Niteclub: 
Kris Chambers & El Reverso beat Ruffy Sil- 
verstein & Cobra Kai ... Eddie Venom pinned 
J.T. Playa ... Jaime D defeated Chantelle ... TV 
champion Chris Sabin beat Jimmy Jacobs ... 
Alex Shelley pinned Phil Atlas ... Geza Kalman 
beat Jason Temple ... Tyson Dux & Gutter beat 
Chris Pillon & Johnny Bravo ... Brad Martin 
pinned CK3 ... N8 Mattson & Danny Daniels de- 
feated tag team champs Petey Williams & Bob- 
by Rude to win the title. 
(02-27-05) 

—Holly Lengyel 


COVENTRY—Multi-promotional International 
Showdown card at the Coventry Skydome: Petey 
Williams defeated Jonny Storm, Spud, and Chris 
Sabin ... Raven pinned Alex Shane after interfer- 
ence from Mick Foley ... TNA X champion Chris- 
topher Daniels pinned A.J. Styles ... Samoa Joe 
pinned C.M. Punk ... Doug Williams, James 
Tighe, & Scorpio defeated Tiger Emporor, Mit- 
suharu Misawa, & Yoshinari Ogawa. 
(03-18-05) 

—David Elmore 


WORCESTER—HCW-UK at the Rainbow Hill 
Club: In tournament matches to crown new 
Supreme tag champions, semifinals: Jonny 
the Body & Maddog Maxx beat Pongo & Rob 
Long ... Carl Casanova & Tommy Saint beat 
Dublin Diatryer & Spirit Walker ... Finals: Mad- 
dog Maxx & Jonny the Body defeated Carl 
Casanova & Tommy Saint ... In non-tourna- 
ment matches: Sampson pinned Bull Harley ... 
The Coalminer beat G-Force ... Staxx & Cage 
beat Tom the Demolisher & Sal Americana. 
(03-18-05) 

—John Stallard 


Mike Quackenbush had to be hurting from this exchange with Arik Cannon in the tourna- 
ment finals. Getting betrayed by partner Chris Hero would hurt even more. 
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From the July 1987 issue of /nside Wrestling 


Rockin ‘Round 
The Clock 


Marty Jannetty and Shawn 
Michaels know how to have 
a good time, but their life 

of partying could lead them 
down the road to ruin. 

It's happened to other young, 
talented wrestlers in the past. 
The Midnight Rockers 

might be next 


OME OF THE many clues that 

indicate that The Midnight 

Rockers are riding in the fast 
lane to self-destruction: 

“After defeating Buddy Wolfe 
and Boris Zukhov at a recent televi- 
sion taping in Las Vegas, Jannetty 
and Michaels judged a dance con- 
test. After the dance contest, the 
AWA World tag team champions 


did some high-stepping of their 
own. And stayed out all night. 

*Marty Jannetty on the origin of 
the name The Midnight Rockers: 
“At first, we were going to call our- 
selves The American Express, but 
all of our friends said, “You guys are 
always up all night partying, so why 
don’t you call yourselves The Mid- 
night Rockers?’ We thought it was a 
great idea!” 

«Shawn Michaels on what makes 
life worth living: “Professional 
wrestling, girls, rock ’n’ roll, and par- 
tying. Not necessarily in that order, 
of course.” Of course. 

And this little tidbit from a friend 
of the Rockers: “Before they won 
the belts, Marty and Shawn were in 
the gym every day, they made sure 
they got their eight hours sleep, and 
they never partied the night before 
a big match. But since they've won 
the belts, they’ve gotten awfully 
cocky. | hope they know what 
they’re doing.” 

No need to worry, fans. For now, 
at least, The Midnight Rockers are 
safe and sound. Judging by the lack 
of competition in the AWA, Jannetty 
and Michaels would have to party 
for an entire week, then break both 
arms and legs before stepping into 
the ring in order to lose the tag 
belts. Their competition is nearly 
nonexistent; any teams still hanging 
around have suffered plenty of loss- 
es to the Rockers. 

But what should happen if, all of a 
sudden, the tag team picture in the 
AWA starts to change? Don't forget 
it wasn’t long ago that The Road 
Warriors and The Freebirds were 
strutting their stuff in AWA arenas, 
making the competition in this area 
among the toughest in the world. 
Those wrestling superstars are un- 
likely to return, but new, powerful tag 
teams are always being formed. 

“That’s what I’m worried about,” 


says an anonymous friend of the © 


Rockers. “Things are easy now, but 
I’m concerned that it will make 
Marty and Shawn go soft. They’ve 
always been very competitive, but 
now they have this period when 


Marty Jannetty knew how to work over a rival’s arm (above) ... and Michaels could do the 
same to ... the occasional Roman “fan” he met in Vegas (below). Those were wild days! 
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World champion: Hulk Hogan 
. Rick Steamboat 

. Randy Savage 

. Jake Roberts 

. Andre the Giant 

. Billy Jack Haynes 

. Adrian Adonis 

. Hercules Hernandez 
. Tito Santana 

. Koko B. Ware 

. The Honky Tonk Man 


NWA 

World champion: Ric Flair 
. Nikita Koloff 

. Barry Windham 
. Dusty Rhodes 

. Lex Luger 

. Tully Blanchard 
. Mike Rotundo 

. Brad Armstrong 
. Jim Garvin 

. Kevin Sullivan 

. Ricky Santana 


TAG TEAMS 
. The Road Warriors 
. Manny Fernandez & Rick Rude 
. Bret Hart & Jim Neidhart 
. The Midnight Rockers 
. Rick Martel & Tom Zenk 
. The Rock ’n’ Roll Express 
. Terry Taylor & Chris Adams 
. The Fantastics 
. The Midnight Express 
. Dick Murdoch & Ivan Koloff 


OST POPULAR 
Hulk Hogan 

. Nikita Koloff 
Rick Steamboat 
. Barry Windham 
Jake Roberts 
Ted DiBiase 
Dusty Rhodes 
Kevin Von Erich 
. Jimmy Snuka 

. Mike Rotundo 


OST HATED 

. Andre the Giant 
Ric Flair 

. Randy Savage 
Lex Luger 

- Tully Blanchard 
. Col. DeBeers 

. Danny Davis 

. One Man Gang 
. Adrian Adonis 

. Kevin Sullivan 
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The Rockers loved partying as much as they loved wrestling, and everyone knew 


it. Friends worried that their partying ways left them vulnerable to being upset 


for the AWA tag title. 


they can just sit back and enjoy the 
fruits of their labors. We've all heard 
the cliche about it being tougher to 
defend a title than to win one. Well, 
in this case, it’s not true. What I’m 
saying is that if a really good tag 
team suddenly pops up in the AWA, 
will Marty and Shawn be ready for 
the challenge?” 

That remains to be seen. The 
Midnight Rockers have always 
been known for partying and 
rockin’. Their love of women and 
rock 'n’ roll has become legend. 
When in Las Vegas for AWA televi- 
sion tapings, Marty and Shawn 
always hold a large party, complete 
with rock bands. Invitations to these 
parties have become highly valued 
commodities among the elite Las 
Vegas crowd. 

“We just love to rock ’n’ roll,” 
says Michaels. “We had a really hot 
band here last time. Me and Marty 
just got up there and started rockin’ 
with them. Man, that was hot. We 
had that crowd moving. That’s what 
me and Marty like to do. We just 
love to show people a good time. 
We've been very lucky, and we just 
want to share some of our success 
with the people, just rockin’ round 
the clock, like the song says.” 


But every song has an ending. If 
they continue at this pace, so will 
The Midnight Rockers’ title reign. 

Shawn Michaels was born with 
wrestling in his blood. From the 
very start, it was practically written 
in stone that he would become a 
professional wrestler. His father, 
Richard, was a star at the Univer- 
sity of lowa, perhaps the greatest 
wrestling college in the country, 
and Shawn wanted to follow in his 
dad’s footsteps. 

“It was all | ever wanted to be,” he 
says. “My father started teaching me 
at a very young age, and although | 
played football for a few years, | knew 
that | would someday become a pro- 
fessional wrestler. It was my dream 
and it was my father’s dream. | never 
wanted to let my father down.” 

So after graduating from high 
school, Michaels became a profes- 
sional wrestler and quickly rose to 
the top. The San Antonio native 
started in Texas and moved on to 
the Central States area, where he 
met Jannetty. Michaels then re- 
turned to Texas, but before long 
rejoined Jannetty in the AWA. 

“Me and Marty had an agreement 
that whoever made it to the big time 


first would give the other guy a call,” 
says Michaels. “I was on the first 
plane to Minneapolis.” Although only 
21 years old, Michaels was wrestling 
in one of the most important federa- 
tions in the world, and contending for 
a major title. On January 27 in St. 
Paul, Minnesota, Michaels realized 
his dream when he and Jannetty de- 
feated Buddy Rose and Doug Som- 
ers for the tag team title. 

Similar situations have hap- 
pened before in wrestling and other 
sports. A man rises to the top fast, 
almost too fast, and can’t handle 
the fame. Jannetty, too, is only 24 
years old, perhaps too young to 
handle the pressure. 

Time does not exist in the world 
of The Midnight Rockers. Nights 
never end; days never begin. And 
yet, time is running down, and The 
Midnight Rockers are burning them- 
selves out. O 


Even way back in 1987, Shawn Michaels 
showed that he had a wealth of wres- 
tling skill at his disposal. He also had a 
knack for being the life of the party al- 
most every night. 
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He Was No Steve Blackman: 


Andre in Decline: 
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One select “Press Conference” since 1979, 
PWI's first year. Scott Hall, Bruno Sam- 
martino, Dallas Page, Kevin Von Erich, Ric 
Flair, and more! 32 color pinups! 


We turn loose caricaturist Jason Conlan one 
more time (whether his subjects like it or not!) 
30 scouting reports. 32 color pinups! 


One “Press Conference” for each year since 
1980, including Hogan, Andre, Cactus, Austin, 
Sting, and more! 32 color pinups! 


Relive a generation of wrestling through the 
eyes of London Publishing's highly respected 
columists, our second edition in the series. 


we, 


Our Controversial Views On .. 
Tile Onacges » Premseional Wars + bare + Wore. 


Go back through the years with wrestling’s most 
respected columnists, including Dan Shocket, 
Eddie Eliner, and Stu Saks. 


‘ds ce 
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One “Press Conference” for each year since 
1981, including Flair, Austin & Pillman, J.R., 
Scott Steiner, and Bret Hart. 32 color pinups! 


One Press Conference" for each year sine 1980, 
including Michaels, Sting, Flair, Ventura, Kim- 


Titles, holds an maneuvers, apacad: tag 
teams, hall of famers, the state of the game. 
You want our opinion? Buy the magazine! 


SEVENTH EDITION 
ft; 228 PAGES! 


2002s 
Wrestling 
ALMANAC 


AND BOOK OF FACTS © 


€ 


The seventh annual edition updates our historical 
records and takes a look back at the year 2001. 


WRESTLING 
ALMANA 


Keep your series intact with our eighth annual 
edition. Includes a review of 2002. 


At 180 pages, our most in-depth look at the top 
wrestlers in the sport. Contains a comprehen- 
sive listing of the more than 2,000 wrestlers 
who have been ranked in the “500” since 1991. 


10 Crucial Questions Answered! © Top 30 Indy Prospects! 


PRO 


ILLUSTRATED "Guide to 


Professional 
: Wrestling 


The must-have wrestling reference book 
includes a look back at 2003 and the all- 
time “PW 500". 


More than 160 pro wrestling federations 
profiled, 10 crucial questions for 2005, 
top 30 prospects. Digest format. 


VVE HAVE LIMITED REMAINING 
SUPPLIES: ON SOME(GF Tae Mest 
POPULAR ISSUES LONDON PUBLISHING 
HAS EVER PRODUCED! ORDER NOVV— 
BEFORE THEY'RE ALL GONE! 


Please send the collector's issues | have indicated above! | have enclosed 
$7 per issue as payment in full (postage included) or provided my credit 
card number to charge my purchase ($20 minimum please). 


Send to: 

P.O. Box 910, Ft. Washington, PA 19034 
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Please indicate method of payment: 
CL) Check or money order (enclosed and payable to London Publishing Co.) 
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For all orders outside the U.S., you must add $1.50 for every issue to be sent surface mail, and $3 for 
every issue to be sent airmail. Please allow 6-8 weeks for delivery. 
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ALSO 

WHY JETE HARGY TERAEFIES THA 
EUGENES FUTURE IN DOWBT? 
PALSS CONFERNG E JBL 


Being that Hulk Hogan and Roddy 
Piper were my childhood heroes, I must 
comment on their recent induction into 
the WWE Hall of Fame. 

I have gone back and forth with Hogan 
over the years. I loved him to death as a little 
boy from 1985 to 1993, but as I grew older, he 
did likewise, and it became apparent that he 
was hanging around too long. I became utterly 
sick of him, to the point at which I said some 
vile things about him as a defense mechanism 
against classmates who rubbed him in my face 
because they knew I hated him. 

Miraculously, however, when he returned 
in 2002, I wanted him to beat The Rock and I 
was a “Hulkamaniac” again. Now I’m at the 
point where I am forever grateful to Hogan for 
all the years of enjoyment he gave me. 

However, I think Terry Bollea, the person, 
is out of his skull. Just listening to him talk 
about how he’s going to start up his own pro- 
motion for the hundredth time or how suc- 
cessful his daughter’s singing career is is 
proof of this. However, in the Rock ’n’ Wres- 
tling era, Hogan helped make wrestling what 
it is today, so everybody must agree his in- 
duction into the WWE Hall 
of Fame was long overdue. 

Now, while I’ve gone 
back and forth with Hogan, 
I’ve always felt nothing but 
admiration for Piper. When I 
was little, nobody was more 
entertaining on the stick than 
Piper. That was why I was 
disappointed by his appear- 
ance on HBO’s Real Sports. 
It made me sad to think that 
a man I’d respected all my 
life had such a distaste for 
something he claimed to love 
passionately. Then I was 


ments on a Web site that said while he pulled 
no punches on HBO, much of what he said 
was taken out of context. 

I was so relieved to hear of Roddy’s in- 
duction into the Hall, because with it, I ar- 
rived at the conclusion that he and Vince 
patched things up once and for all. 

CHRIS CASINO 
Ccasino@rcn.com 


I’ve always been big on wrestling history. | 
think it is important to keep it accurate and 
update it when errors are found. Most notably 
are the 1979 six-day WWF title trade between 
Bob Backlund and Antonio Inoki, and the 
1984 two-day NWA World title trade between 
Ric Flair and Harley Race. For years these 
reigns went unrecognized. Now, fortunately, 
PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED has corrected 
that error and recognizes those reigns. 

The same needs to be done with the WCW 
World title. While its lineage has had an abun- 
dance of controversy from the start, I know of 
two reigns that unquestionably happened but 
don’t always receive recognition. 

December 29, 1997. The day after their 


WWE did the right thing by inducting Hulk Hogan and Roddy Piper 
: ; into its Hall of Fame, according to Chris Casino, whose feelings on 
relieved to read Piper’s com-_ the “Hulkster” have changed a few times over the years. 


controversial match at Starrcade, Hulk 
Hogan received his rematch with new 
WCW champion Sting on Nitro. During 
this match, Hogan pinned Sting to regain 
the title. But rather than be a good sport, 
Sting took the belt and ran off. For the 
next week, Hogan demanded that J.J. 
Dillon force Sting to return the belt. Fi- 
nally, on January 8, Dillon called both 
men to the ring. He admitted that Sting 
was not the rightful champion and or- 
dered him to return the belt. But instead 
of returning it to Hogan, Dillon declared 
the title vacant. 

This means that Hogan was WCW 
champion from December 29, 1997, to 
January 8, 1998. It was his fourth WCW 
World title reign. 

July 9, 2000. The infamous Bash at 
the Beach incident. Hogan was sched- 
uled to face World champion Jeff Jarrett. 
Jarrett laid down and Hogan pinned him 
to win the title for the eighth time. Later 
in the card, Vince Russo stripped Hogan 
of the championship, and Jarrett and 
Booker T squared off for the vacant title. 

So for part of July 9, Hogan was 
WCW World champion. 

True, this reign only lasted an hour 
or so, but it happened. On both occa- 
sions, Hogan was signed to face the 
champion for the title. Both times saw 
the ref count one-two-three, and both 
times saw Hogan presented with the ti- 
tle belt. There is no denying that these 
reigns took place. 

SEAN BUSH 
Theboss@hotmail.com 

[Editor’s note: Though Hogan was 
initially declared the winner of the De- 
cember 29, 1997, match on Nitro, the 


PW/iHotline Extra! 
| Youranswerstoourquestionoftheweekt | 


three-count was made by referee Nick 
Patrick, who had taken it upon himself to 
come into the ring after the initial refer- 
ee, Randy Anderson, had been knocked 
out. Patrick made a quick three-count, 
with Sting, incidentally, kicking out be- 
fore the final slap of the mat. When An- 
derson came to, the action resumed, with 
Sting forcing Hogan to submit to his 
scorpion deathlock. Hogan, in our view, 
did not win the title. Likewise, the man- 
ner in which Hogan took possession of 
the WCW World title on July 9, 2000, 
does not, in our view, warrant recogni- 
tion in the record book.] 


ON GIMMICKS AND NONSENSE 

The Destination X pay-per-view 
exemplified everything that is wrong 
with TNA. 

There were nine matches on the card. 
Six of those matches (counting the 
eight-man tag) were either unconven- 
tional or stipulation matches. In addition 
to the eight-man tag, there was a bull- 
rope match, a falls-count-anywhere 
match, a first-blood match, an “Ultimate 
X” match, and the main event, the so- 
called “Ringside Revenge” match. 

When a promotion loads up a pay- 
per-view with that many gimmicks, it 
means it doesn’t have confidence in 
the matchups it is presenting. When 
will TNA learn that fans pay to see 
straight-up, one-on-one (or two-on- 
two) matches? Occasional gimmick 
matches is fine, but they should be the 
exception and not the rule. 

Furthermore, several matches had 
swerve finishes. The Outlaw won his 
first-blood match despite bleeding first. 


Question of the Week: Do you think the NWA heavyweight title deserves world title 


recognition? (March 6 to 12, 2005) 


Hotline callers respond: “Obviously, the NWA title isn’t what it once was, but when you 
consider all the history behind it, and the fact that the title is reqularly defended on nationally 
televised events, a strong case can he made for world title status,” responded Steve Somers 


of Virginia Beach, Virginia. 
“\'m just hungry for an alternative to WWE,” said Pablo Diego Jr. of Brooklyn. “The 
NWA title is the most prestigious non-WWE title, and that’s good enough for me.” 
“Not a chance,” said John Hyland of Miami, Florida. “Who knows if TNA will even be 
existence in six months? World title recognition needs to be earned, and TNA hasn't earned it yet.” 


DDP and Monty Brown were just clowning 
when they posed for this faceoff shot in 
February, but Brown did turn against Page 
at TNA’s Destination X. Kara Reidy didn’t 
care for the turn or much of the show itself. 


A.J. Styles retrieved the X title, but Chris 
Daniels won the match, and no one really 
knows if the object of the “Ultimate X” 
is to grab the belt or have control of it 
when you reach the mat. A blackout and 
an impostor Trytan marred the Trytan- 
Monty Brown match, and almost the 
entire locker room got involved in the 
Jeff Jarrett-DDP NWA title match. 

Throw in the pointless Jonny Fairplay 
backstage segments and Brown’s Gold- 
berg-like nonsensical heel turn, and 
you're left with a pay-per-view that has 
you scratching your head. 

If I wanted to pay to be confused, 
I'd find a Best Of WCW Uncensored 
videotape! 


KARA REIDY 
Wilkes-Barre, PA 


VADER OWER AUSTIN? PLEASE! 


I really enjoyed your recent “PW/ 
Classic” story (“Sabotage Revealed! 
How Vader Destroyed Steve Austin’s 
Career!” April 2005). It seems so hard to 
believe that there was once a time when 
people thought Vader had more potential 
than the man who would go on to be- 
come “Stone-Cold.” Thanks for the trip 
down memory lane! 

PAUL JOHNSTON 
Vero Beach, FLU) 
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BATISTA 

318, Washington, DC 

(4) WWE Raw champion 

SATOSHI KOJIMA 

223, Tokyo, Japan 

-) All Triple Crown/IWGP ion 
JOHN CENA 

260, West Newbury, MA 

(6) WWE Smackdown champion 
TRIPLE-H 

269, Greenwich, CT 

JOHN B. LAYFIELD 

306, Roscoe, TX 

(2) No. 1 contender: WWE Smackdown fitle 
TAKESHI RIKIOH 

286, Sakurai, Japan 

(-) GHC heavyweight champion 

KURT ANGLE 

233, Pittsburgh, PA 

(-) No. 2 contender: WWE Smackdown title 
JEFF JARRETT 

230, Nashville, TN 

(8) NWA heavyweight champion 

EDGE 

240, Toronto, Ontario 

(-) No. 2 contender: WWE Raw title 
SHELTON BENJAMIN 

245, Spartanburg, SC 

{-) WWE Intercontinental champion 


For period ended April 8, 2005 


John Cena 


EDDIE GUERRERO & REY MISTERIO JR. 


Combined weight: 386 pounds 

(5) WWE Smackdown tag team champions 
SHINSUKE NAKAMURA & HIROSHI TANAHASHI 
Combined weight: 477 pounds 

{3 IWGP International tag team champions 
WILLIAM REGAL & TAJIRI 

Combined weight: 461 pounds 

(1) WWE Raw tag team champions 
CHRIS HARRIS & JAMES STORM 

Combined weight: 516 pounds 

(2) NWA tag team champions 

SCORPIO & DOUG WILLIAMS 

Combined weight: 464 pounds 

(7) GHC tag team champions 
THE BASHAM BROTHERS 

Combined weight: 492 pounds 

(4) No. 1 contenders: WWE Smackdown tag title 
JAMAL & TAIYO KEA 

Combined weight: 591 pounds 

(6) All-Japan International tag team champions 
ROBERT CONWAY & SYLVAN GRENIER 
Combined weight: 475 pounds 

(8) No. 1 contenders: WWE Raw tag title 
MATT CAPPOTELLI & JOHNNY JETER 
Combined weight: 438 pounds 

(9) OVW Southern tag team champions 

ANDY DOUGLAS & CHASE STEVENS 
Combined weight: 444 pounds 

(-) No. 1 contenders: NWA tag title 


Raw Champion: 
BATISTA 
(1) 318, Washington, DC 
1—TRIPLE-H 
{C) 269, Greenwich, CT 
2—EDGE 
(4) 240, Toronto, Ontario 
3—SHELTON BENJAMIN 
(3) 245, Spartanburg, SC 
4—CHRIS BENOIT 
(5) 224, Edmonton, Alberta 
S—SHAWN MICHAELS 
(10) 217, San Antonio, TX 
6—KANE 
(6) 326, St. Louis, MO 
7—CHRIS JERICHO 
(8) 225, Winnipeg, Manitoba 
8—MUHAMMAD HASSAN 
(7) 231, Syracuse, NY 
9—CHRISTIAN 
(9) 225, Toronto, Ontario 
10—GENE SNITSKY 
{-) 307, Nesquehoning, PA 
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Smackdown Champion: 
JOHN CENA 
(2) 260, West Newbury, MA 
1—JOHN B. LAYFIELD 
(C) 306, Roscoe, TX 
2—KURT ANGLE 
(3) 233, Pittsburgh, PA 
3—THE UNDERTAKER 
(4) 304, Dallas, TX 
4—REY MISTERIO JR. 
(6) 163, San Diego, CA 
3—ORLANDO JORDAN 
{-) 250, Miami, FL 
6—THE BIG SHOW 
(1) 485, Aiken, SC 
7—EDDIE GUERRERO 
(8) 223, El Paso, TX 
8—BOOKERT 
(5) 250, Houston, TX 
9—PAUL LONDON 
{-) 201, Austin, TX 
10—MARK JINDRAK 
(-) 253, Auburn, NY 


OVW Champion: 


ROH Champion: 


ELIJAH BURKE AUSTIN ARIES 
(C) 230, Jacksonville, FL (C) 202, Milwaukee, WI 
1—BRENT ALBRIGHT 1—JAY LETHAL 
(5) 230, Tulsa, OK (-) 192, Elizabeth, NJ 
2—AARON STEVENS 2—HOMICIDE 
(3) 237, Boston, MA (4) 220, Brooklyn, NY 
3—TANK TOLAND 3—IJAMES GIBSON 
{-) 220, Margate, NJ (-) 190, Hanover, WV 
4—MATT MORGAN 4—BRYAN DANIELSON 
(1) 330, Fairfield, CT (6) 185, Aberdeen, WA 
3—MIKE MONDO S—ALEK SHELLEY 
(-) 185, Long Island City, NY (+) 199, Detroit, MI 
6—SETH SKYFIRE 6—SPANKY 
(2) 224, Louisville, KY (7) 212, Olympia, WA 
7—GARRISON CADE 7—JIMMY RAVE 
(-) 253, Omaha, NE (10) 177, Atlanta, GA 
8—DANNY INFERNO 8—C.M. PUNK 
(9) 237, Atlantic City, NJ (5) 220, Chicago, IL 
S—STEVE LEWINGTON 9—SAMOA JOE 
(-) 220, Ascot, England (2) 270, American Samoa 
10—MAC JOHNSON 10—COLT CABANA 


(6) 200, Lafayette, LA 


(3) 235, Chicago, IL 


AMERICAN PRO WRESTLING: Champion—Steve Cronic; 1—Ken Magnum; 2— 
Johnny Buffett; 3—Viper; 4—Neil Nitro; 5—Boomer Payne; 6-—Ostgard; 7—Billy 
Rucker; 8—Dirty; 9—Chief Jay Eagle; 10—Nick Fury. 


BAD 2 THE BONE WRESTLING: Champion—J.C. Bailey; 1—Vic the Bruiser; 2— 
Simon Sezz; 3—Manslaughter; 4—Randy Royal; 5—K-Lo; 6—Todd Morton; 7— 
Brandon Blaze; 8—Mason the Mangler; 9—Billy Maverick; 10—Billy Black. 


CHIKARA: Champion—Jigsaw; 1—Claudio Castagnoli; 2—Arik Cannon; 3—Mike 
Quackenbush; 4—Chris Hero; 5—Lorry Sweeney; 6-—Rorschach; 7—Jolly Roger; 8— 
Lance Steel; 9—Hallowicked; 10—Shane Storm. 


HCW CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING: Champion—Billy Maverick; 1—Xavier Daniels; 
2—Eric Draven; 3—Shawn Christopher, 4—Alex Walker; 5—Mike Harris; 6—Shane 
Mathews; 7—Mason the Mangler; 8—Ric Gunner; 9—Sebastian Valmont; 10—Lash LeRoux. 


KYDA PRO WRESTLING: Champion—Leslie Leatherman; I—C.A. Elliot; 2—Sean 
Patrick; 3—Jimmy Z; 4—Shane Mclntyre; 5—Joseph Brooks; 6—Tank Thomas; 7— 
Lance McIntyre; 8—Chucky Wynn; 9—Billy Johnson; 10—Fatty McNasty. 


NATIONAL WRESTLING LEAGUE: Champion—Genesis; 1—Samu; 2—John Rambo; 
3—The Patriot; 4—Glenn Gilbert; 5—Chad Bowman; 6—Kevin Featherstone; 7—Axl 
Rotten; 8—Marc Mandrake; 9—Dino Divine; 10—Shorty Smalls. 


NORTHEAST WRESTLING: Champion—Title Vacant; 1—Jerry Lawler; 2—King Kong 
Bundy; 3—Julio Dinero; 4—Kamala; 5—Dusty Rhodes; 6—Chris Sabin; 7—Chris 
Candido; 8—Jeff Starr; 9—Jay Lethal; 10—Mikey Batts, 


NWA BLUEGRASS: Champion—Chance Prophet; 1—J.T. Money; 2—Jake Layton; 
3—Chris Draven; 4—Shane Mathews; 5—Billy Maverick; 6—Chad Collyer; 7—Eric 
Darkstorm; 8—The Rebel; 9—Chris Vega; 10—Kris King. 


PRO WRESTLING ENTERTAINMENT: Champion—Glen Osbourne; 1—Mike 
Quackenbush; 2—Hallowicked; 3—Lorry Sweeney; 4—Shane Shadows; 5—Johnny Graham; 
6—Drew Hankinson; 7—Gran Akuma; 8—Flex Fenom; 9—Aidiean; 10—The Patriot. 


STEEL RAGE PRO WRESTLING: Champion—Luc Lapointe; 1—Harry Sanchez; 2— 
Bernard Funk; 3—Timmy J; 4—Kenny Campbell; 5—Beau Dalton; 6—The Prophet; 7— 
Dexter Hardaway; 8—Jack Legacy; 9—Brandon Groom; 10—Bobby Burns. 


WORLD CLASS EXTREME WRESTLING: Champion—Ali Steele; 1—Tre G; 2—DJ P- 
Roc; 3—Justin Feeche; 4—Aaron Devil; 5—Ouga Bouga; 6-—Willy G; 7—Tyrone Knox; 
8—Damien Storm; 9—Zane Dawson; 10—Kid Evil. 


WRESTLING REVOLUTIONS ENTERTAINMENT: Champion—Jimmy Candler; 1— 
Josh La Rue; 2—Raiden; 3—Tank McClain; 4—Bonzz; 5—Brandon Groom; 6—Brian 
Peaches; 7—Rocky Gilmore; 8—Nugene Ledbetter Jr.; 9—Draven; 10—Jenivel, 


NWA Champion: NWA Champion: 
JEFF JARRETT JEFF JARRETT 
(C) 230, Nashville, TN (C) 230, Nashville, TN 
1T—JDALLAS PAGE I—CHRISTOPHER DANIELS 
(-) 256, Point Pleasant, NJ (4) 210, los Angeles, CA 
2—MONTY BROWN 2—DALLAS PAGE 
(2) 268, Detroit, MI (2) 256, Point Pleasant, NJ 
3—SPYDER 3—AL. STYLES 
(4) 225, New York, NY (1) 202, Gainesville, GA 
4—LEK LOVETT 4—MONTY BROWN 
{-) 225, Tampa, FL (7) 268, Detroit, MI 
S—VWID WAIN S—JEFF HARDY 
}) 257, Bishops Falls, NF (8) 212, Cameron, NC 
6—CHANCE PROPHET 6—ELIK SKIPPER 
(-) 265, Chicago, IL (10) 221, Atlanta, GA 
7—KERRY BROWN 7—ABYSS 
(-) 290, Kansas City, MO (5) 295, Cincinnati, OH 
8—DANNY DORING 8—KEWIN NASH 
(-) 201, Pepper Pike, OH (3) 290, Detroit, MI 
9—AJ. STYLES 9—THE OUTLAW 
(9) 202, Gainesville, GA (-) 262, Austin, TX 
10—CHRIS CANDIDO 10—DUSTIN RHODES 


{-) 224, Carteret, NJ 


(9) 263, Austin, TX 


1—SATOSHI KOJIMA 
| 223, Tokyo, Japan 
A 

IWGP heavyweight champion 


2—TAKESHI RIKIOH 


awit Triple Crown champion 


1—LA PARK 


(-) 235, Torreon, Mexico 


(-) 286, Sakurai, Japan 2—SHOCKER 

GHC heavyweight champion (5) 185, Guadalajara, Mexico 
3—KENTA KOBASHI 3—ATLANTIS 

(1) 282, Fukuchiyama, Japan (2) 180, Guadalajara, Mexico 
4—TOSHIAKI KAWADA 4—EL HO DEL SANTO 

(2) 245, Ashikaga, Japan (1) 180, Tulancingo, Mexico 
S—KEII MUTO 5—BLACK TIGER 

(8) 245, Yamanashi, Japan (-) 193, Mexico City, Mexico 
6—TIGER MASK IV 6—PERRO AGUAYO IR. 

(7) 170, Uruyasu, Japan (4) 165, Zacatecas, Mexico 
7—AKITOSHI SAITO 7—KONNAN 

(-) 250, Nagoya, Japan (-) 235, Mexico City, Mexico 
8—KENSUKE SASAKI 8—HEAVY METAL 

(9) 251, Tokyo, Japan (9) 180, Mexico City, Mexico 
S—TAKA MICHINOKU §—REY BUCANERO 

(-) 169, Morioka, Japan (8) 197, Mexico City, Mexico 

10—HIROYOSHI TENZAN 10—MR. NIEBLA 


(3) 270, Tokyo, Japan 


(10) 185, Cualtitlan, Mexico 


A JULY/2005 a 145 


4% 


ale 'N creative 
ve come UP with 


© By Jason Conlan 


Most people would 
consider being hugged 
by Tank Abbott their worst 
experience in wrestling.. 
But I'm the guy who brought 
Ultimate Warrior into the 
sport, so this still has a 
long way to go. 


Look,I'm sorry 
Gang... I was joking... 
T had no idea that 
your belly button really 
does give off an echo. 
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When it comes to wrestling, Pro Wrestling Iustrated magazine has all the 
inside information you want and it's only a phone call away. 
if ithappens in the ring, the locker room, or on the road, you'll hear it here first. 
To get all the breaking stories from every federation, call the Pro Wrestling 
_ Mustrated Hotline now and you'll be the first to learn about... 


Hosted by Dan Murphy 


PLUS Tell the editors of Pro Wrestling Illustrated what you want to see in 
as= the magazine. Dictate a letter to the Editor-in-Chief. Selected letters 
will be printed in Pro Wrestling Illustrated. 


| UPDATED EVERY WEEKDAY AND AFTER PAY-PER-VIEW 


new number! call now! 
1-'300-ec6-4PWIl 


‘GB This service is available on both touch-tone and rotary-dial phones. 


*Cost per minute in the United States is $1.99. Kids, get your parents’ permission. 
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